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Our Mission...to conserve the diverse landscapes and natural areas of the Coulee Region of western Wisconsin
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Description

Devil’s Backbone State Natural Area includes
126 acres of diverse Mississippi River
blufflands. A steep hike up the face of the bluff
will take you to the ridge top and incredible
scenic views of the Mississippi River corridor.
It was permanently protected by MVC in 2007
and was designated a State Natural Area by the
DNR.

The site is unusual in that there is nothing but
a narrow gravel road and railroad tracks be-
tween it and the Mississippi River. Conse-
quently, it's a wild and peaceful spot. In addi-
tion to beautiful shooting
star flowers, the property
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of Wisconsin,” eorge
on director, said. The site
~ includes another rare geologic feature infor-
mally referred to as “petrified waterfalls” in
which algae causes minerals to form cave-type

stalactites above the ground.

Stewardship

Mississippi Valley Conservancy has saved a
rare Wisconsin Ice Age relic with the pur-
chase of 98 acres along the Mississippi River,
another milestone in MVC’s record of
achievement.

“For the first time in the entire State of Wis-
consin, an algific talus slope has been perma-
nently protected,” said Tim Jacobson, MVC
executive director.

An algific talus slope is an ecosystem frozen in
time—a plant and animal community rem-
nant from the Ice Age that is maintained
through a rare geological formation, a system
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Airis cooled as it

flows over the ice

Cold air flows over water
tuming it nto ice

Cool air escapes
Shale through vents.

> public for hunting, fishing,
g, wildlife observation, nature

d _nowshoeing. (See trail map)
juraged to take precautions
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— — e =

Mississippi Valley
Conservancy

Mississippi Valley Conservancy was formed by
a group of local citizens that responded to
growing development in the blufflands of
southwestern Wisconsin by organizing a land
trust to ensure conservation of the remaining

special places in this region.

MV C works with willing landowners to pro-
tect our region’s beautiful and natural areas
for the enjoyment of current and future gener-

ations. We focus on areas of scenic, biological,

agricultural and cultural importance throu,
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¢ Land Acquisition
You can help! Please become a contributin
by sending a tax-deductible donatiost :

Mississippi Valley Conservancy
1309 Norplex Dr., Suite 9
P.O. Box 2611
La Crosse, WI 54602
(608) 784-3606
info(@MississippiValleyConservancy.org




