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Sara Bentley noted, “Imle ; ere’s a lot of pressure in the:
area for re5|dent|abdevelgpment And it’s only going to |ncra¢
with a growing populatlon ’; -

>, -(

that memorials be sent to M:SSISSIppI Valley Conservancy. Sara
Bentley and Joel Lazinger had owned their land since 1977.
They had talked with Leonard about their shared conservation
beliefs, but it was not until their neighbor died that they
discovered his land, adjoining theirs, was protected by a
conservation easement.

Following Leonard’s lead, Sara and Joel protected their land
near Middle Ridge in La Crosse County with a conservation
easement last fall.

Sara and Joel's land is a woodland home for migratory
songbirds including the cerulean warbler and scarlet tanager.
The veery and wood thrush, two songbirds that have been
struggling, couldn’t be more happy to know their summer
home will still be there each year as they return from migration
to nest in the trees that cover the hillside.

“The land brings me a lot of joy!” Sara remarked. “Once we
both retired, we thought we'd travel more but that’s become
less important to us than witnessing the changes at home.”
Joel added, “Our dream has always been to see our land
preserved in its pristine state forever. It was a beautiful site
when | first saw it in the late ‘70’s and it’s a beautiful site today.

”C ‘ Wé have a.place near the shed Wlth
sugar maple and, late in the afternoon,
the light through the yellow leaves
mabkes it feel like standing in a-="
cathedra/ 22 Joel Lazinger
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Abbie Church, to deepen their knowl
the Ian& “We had no idea that ther
surrounamg their home, says Joel

Sara says that at ﬁrst she was relucta;
but “now | love being out here” and tha
connectedness of it all i omethlng she ﬂev
“We learned so ngch IS ut thfls place” m‘pers
easement, said Sara, “we know i‘IS one of the bx
ever done.” Both say they were brought l?ﬁo .
values, mcludmg the determination to “leave this
earth better than we found it.”

.
On a mission now to recruit more neighbors to join with them
and expand the protected landscape, they say “wouldn’t it
be great to p\%tect the whole area” from Middle Ridge to the
Experimental Forest, a distance of five miles.
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“You don’t own a piece of land. The land
owns you and you have a responsibility to
take care of it. A conservation easement
is a part of that responsibility.”

-Seamus Leahy

Seamus and Lisa love the driftless area for
its beauty: the wonderful ridge-top views,
the mysterious valleys, the woods filled
with oak, pine and birch, the wildflowers.

But coming from Northern Wisconsin, they
were surprised and saddened at how this
area in Southwest Wisconsin had been
chopped up and sold off in small pieces.

The first time Lisa drove up the road,
winding around the hill and through the
woods, she fell in love with the land. The
plant life is bountiful and diverse. The May
trilliums astound her each time she walks
to the mailbox. The Harebells and the
Maidenhair fern remind her of little red
bishop's crooks as they begin to open.

Lisa reflects, “Everything the weather
does is gorgeous. The first fall we lived
on the land it was really rainy. The mist
would rise up out of the valleys and
swirl around in the breeze. It reminds
us of Ireland.”

The first thing they did was set up
pastures for their horses. It makes Lisa
feel good to know the horses can graze
naturally on a slope, which means they
are getting additional exercise while
they graze. Watson, the oldest horse,
moved to the land with Lisa and Seamus.
“Watson has always been alert and
sensitive to noise,” Lisa observed, but
“since moving to their new home, Watson
and all of the horses are calm and quiet.
Itis as close as we can get to giving them
natural surroundings to live on.”

Seamus especially loves the coulees. The
sun rarely reaches the bottom of them.
Protected by old-growth canopies, the
ground is mostly covered with moss—
dark, wet, and damp, just like it has been
for centuries. They are primeval looking.
When he first saw them Seamus said,
“Wow this has got to be taken care of.
That doesn’t mean you do something to
it; it means you leave it alone.”

For Lisa there is a special place on the
ridge that gives her a feeling of peace - at
the very top, along the fence line: “You
can see the whole top of the property and
all of the other ridge-tops in the distance.”

¢ $The mist would rise up out of the

valleys and swirl around in the breeze.
It reminds us of Ireland.” ?

Thinking about the future, Seamus
worries about their land suffering the
same fate as so much of Southwest
Wisconsin, being chopped up into parcels
and developed. But they are working
with their neighbors, who also have
conservation easements, to do something
about it. “If you have the means, you
should put some of it back together and
protect it with a conservation easement.
You should not feel like your land is too
small to make a difference, because

as more neighbors join in we end up
protecting the land together.”

Seamus and Lisa both want to stay on
their land as long as they can. “l would
like to be here until | am 92, said Lisa. But
what pleases them most is knowing the
land will stay as it is even longer than that.



“l wanted to protect those things that make a kid’s heart beat
faster, like catching frogs and turtles.” Tom said, with a smile
as he looked up from a desktop strewn with photos and maps
of his property on the West Fork of the Kickapoo River. Tom
Lukens has long had an interest in both habitat protection and
in sharing nature with others.

Tom summed up a need in his business charter for Nature
Nooks Retreat, ‘to protect and enhance biodiversity and
carrying capacity, and to create a means of sharing both an
appreciation for and a profound sense of belonging to Nature'

He was describing his efforts to create habitat for the varied
population of wildlife on his 87-acre property. Tom was the first
landowner in the state of Wisconsin to put in nongame habitat

practices that benefit bees, butterflies, songbirds, eagles, frogs,
snakes, and turtles. Tom’s restoration work includes turtle
basking logs, which he installed in 2004. The day after
installation, Tom remarked, “A snapping turtle came right up to
where | was sitting, put his claws on the rock and looked right
at me. | think he was saying ‘thank you’”

Tom is 64 with a neat gray goatee, and he talks as he stalks

the polished concrete floor of his solar-heated home. He’s
gathering materials for a meeting later in the morning, but he
has time to take a fast-paced tour of the land. A mile of the
West Fork Kickapoo River meanders through the valley as the
sun begins to set. We pass serviceberry and other wildlife-
friendly plantings, a young bur oak, an orchard of fruit and nut
trees, restored prairie, a small pond with a skin of ice where,




cca snapping turtle came right up to
where | was sitting, put his claws on
the rock and looked right at me.

I think he was saying thank you’. 23

he said, with a wave of his hand, four species of turtle spend
the winter. We pass a strip of dried prairie grasses and other
perennials along the bank of the West Fork.

Tom'’s land holds so much biodiversity that it is tops among the
properties in southwest Wisconsin protected by a conservation
easement with Mississippi Valley Conservancy.

Tom wanted to give permanent protection to his land and the
14 threatened and endangered species, along with 270 other
species that call the land home. The easement is the first in the
outreach to landowners project funded in part by the McKnight
Foundation for Mississippi Valley Conservancy and partners

to permanently protect land to keep sediment and other
pollutants out of the streams in the Kickapoo watershed.

Tom said he likes to lead by example. “Then | can proselytize.”

He said Mississippi Valley Conservancy member and friend,
Maggie Jones first mentioned easements to him eight or nine
years ago. “But | wasn't ready then.”

Tom's easement recognizes his business, Nature Nooks Retreat,
which includes two cabins and a conference room where
guests can learn about the animals, prairies, wetlands, river and
ponds. He maintains interpretive trails throughout the land.
Tom believes the best way to protect those things that make

a kid's heart beat faster is through education and permanent
protection from development.

Cover photograph courtesy of Tom Lukens.




Looking at it now, you'd never believe the diverse and vibrant
20-acre wetland adjacent to Sugar Creek Bluff State Natural Area
(SNA) was, just eight years ago, a tiled, degraded farm field littered
with debris, ranging from tires to televisions to appliances.

A dirty job everyone wanted

Around that time, Mississippi Valley Conservancy was looking
for funds to purchase the land, the La Crosse Airport and the
Department of Transportation Bureau of Aeronautics (BOA)
were looking for a degraded wetland they could restore as a
mitigation project to fill wetlands for the airport’s runway.

The BOA supervised a five-year wetland mitigation project,
hauled off the garbage, and removed 50,000 yards of sediment
and invasive plant material. These efforts uncovered dormant
seeds of native plants as the site returned to its early landscape
from 150 to 200 years ago. Native grasses and wildflowers were
planted relying on guidance from John Curtis’ book, Vegetation

Flora, fauna and frogs

Today the restored wetland supports 140 native plants, 41 bird
species, at least 24 insect species and three mammal species.
Whitetail deer browse and bed down in the tall grasses. An otter
has been seen and muskrats recently moved in. It has been
estimated the site is breeding about 300,000 amphibians annually.

Diverse groups achieved a shared goal

This wetland mitigation project is an exceptional example

of successful cooperation between a landowner and several
organizations coming together to accomplish a challenging
land restoration goal. The land was transferred to MVC
bringing Sugar Creek Bluff State Natural Area to a total of 440
acres. Most of all your support helped make this success story
possible!

of Wisconsin.

Heidi Svee works for Big Brothers Big
Sisters, and her three children, ages 15, 9
and 5 love to camp, visit parks, and play
in the yard but, it's not always that easy to
get them to go outside and just play.

When | was young we would get home
from school and immediately head outside
no matter what the weather conditions
were and we wouldn’t come in until it was
time for dinner. Now | see children with

so much screen time and no interaction
with each other or the outdoors. Our kids
seem to have lost the art of exploration,
interaction and imagination.

As a busy mom, Heidi said it's hard to
come up with things to do to get my kids
outdoors and moving. Having Mississippi
Valley Conservancy'’s guided hikes like the
Stargazing hike at the Villa makes it easy
- all we have to do is know the time and
location and simply show up.

€€ Alexis gave Kim a big hug and
Kim said it was her first hug ever
from her little sister! 2

My daughter, Alexis who is 15, went on
the hike with her Big Sister Kim. It was a
challenge for her, but Kim, who is really
fit did a great job encouraging her and

| loved how she did the long hike and
made it all the way back to the top. For
my youngest, Roman, it was great to have
a place where he was free to wander and
explore. It was his first time to see a huge
telescope and view the moon through it,
and he really loved going out to the point
on the cliff. Roman exclaimed, “it was so
cool how high up we were!”

We had no idea that we lived in such

a cool spot and we had no idea what
Driftless meant. Now when | hear
someone ask about Driftless | say “I
know what that means.” Alexis shared,
“being outside in nature is so much
healthier and better for us than sitting
on a couch gaming.”

Big Brothers Big Sisters is excited to be a
part of Mississippi Valley Conservancy’s
guided hikes. It's a great way to introduce
our youth, some who have never been

to many of these cool places, to these
natural wonders of our blufflands.




Promises of Mother Nature and the future

The seed catalogs are piled high on my
desk. Tabbed with multicolor sticky
notes indicating both new and old
varieties | want to try. Every winter, this
pile represents the promises of Mother
Nature and the future.

After all, if you are going to garden you
have to believe in the power of Mother
Nature and the future. You work the soil,
plant the seed, sprinkle the water, and...
wait.

You just know that the future bounties of
the garden depend on hard work, luck,
and the cooperation of Mother Nature.

My optimism for the future of our forests,
prairies, wetlands, streams and farms,
spills over every day at Mississippi Valley
Conservancy.

Thank you!

Your wonderful support makes everything we do possible.

Let’s celebrate the success of 2015.

2014-2015 Income

B Contributions

B Released from Restrictions

M Special Events

[ Grants & Endowments
Investment Income

As | reflect on the amazing work that
has been accomplished by land owners,
donors, volunteers and staff this past
year, | can't help but look forward to the
next twelve months. | know that with
your help we can turn over the dirt,
plant the seeds, remove the weeds, and
sprinkle the water of land conservation
for our children’s future. Our hard work
and plans represent our promise to
Mother Nature and the future.

It is a privilege to be a part of a team that
works so hard for generations of people
they will never meet. Thank you for your
supportin 2015 and I look forward to
your help in growing our work of land
protection in 2016!

Best regards,

Carol Abrahamzon
Executive Director

“l close my eyes and breathe deeply. The
smell of freshly dug soil... | can'timagine

my life without being able to get my hands
dirty, dig in the dirt, and make things grow.”

17,369 acres
protected foreﬂer

1,299 acres of forest, prairie, wetlands, rivers and farms were
protected for birds, bees, butterflies, frogs, fish and fresh, local food.

2,314 school children learned about trees, flowers and

plants that invade as well as the animals that live on the bluffs

and in the valleys.

2014-2015 Expenses

Total Income

23%

8%

7%

$ 402,188 M Land Protection $ 190,785
$ 148,799 @ Land Management $ 146,113
$ 51,720 M Outreach & Education $ 64,288
$ 43322 Management & General $ 58,484
$ 3227 Membership & Fundraising $ 42,482
$649,256 Total Expenses $502,152

Land Purchases $527,072

12%

62%

38%

8%




Thanks to yOU amazing things are happening.

$10,000 & Above

3M Foundation - Prairie du Chien
Anonymous

Jean Babson

John Bosshard Charitable Trust
Ursula Cejpek

Matthew & Marilee Cole

James E. Dutton Foundation
Franciscan Srs. of Perpetual Adoration
Barbara & Donald Frank

Philip & Melissa Gelatt

La Crosse Community Foundation
Warren & Denise Loveland

The McKnight Foundation
Richard & Jan Meloy

The Paul E. Stry Foundation

$5,000 - $9,999
Philip & Kathy Aaker

David Bange

Cleary-Kumm Foundation
Dianne Greenley
Gundersen Health System
Jay & Judy Hoeschler
George & Sharon Kerckhove
Mayo Clinic Health System
Dr. Charles & Heather Nolte
Vicky Schultz

Karen Steingraber & John Durbrow
Whitetails Unlimited
Donald & La Vonne Zietlow

$1,000 - $4,999

William & Peg Agger

American Transmission Company
Byron & Susann Annis

Jerry & Marilyn Arndt

Dr. Bill Bender & Heidi Scheller Bender
Gretchen Benjamin

Sara Bentley

Three Amigos

Dr. Joseph & Mary Binegar

Thomas Boston

Jim & Jan Brady

Tony & Teresa Brenengen

Jennifer & Mark Brumm

Kristi & Frank Cadwell

Pat Caffrey & Peg Zappen

Roy Campbell & Ellen Ullsvik

Cece Caron & Thomas Erb

Steve & Susan Carpenter

Sue Gelatt Foundation

Citizen's Natural Resources Assoc.
Roland Cline & Mary Papenfuss
Terence & Karolyn Collins

Crawford County Community Fund
James & Joyce Czajkowski

Dahl Family Foundation

Dairyland Power Cooperative
Daniel Deetz & Rebecca Haack-Deetz
Mark & Jane Domroese

Mary & Leland Drangstveit

Tim & Sue Durtsche

Eric & Kay Edquist

Natural Resources Foundation of WI
Dr. ACV“Van” & Mary Elston
Joan Filla

Robert & Barbara Fisher

Russ & Diane Ford

Fowler & Hammer

Jim Fowler

Funk Family Fund

Gathering Waters Conservancy
Gelatt-Gephart Foundation, Inc.
Mike & Kathy Giese

David & Nancy Goode

Sigurd & Jean Ann Gundersen llI
Bud & Barb Hammes

Martha Harvey

Bruce Harvey & Nancy Ettenheim
Joseph Haugen

Clare Henneman

Betty Heuslein

Edwin & Nancy Hill

Gracie & Jeff Hohman

Joe & Deb Hooyman

Robert H. Horwich

Todd & Lin Huffman

Dr. Pauline M Jackson

Kirk Jacobson & Donna Pittman
Carolyn Mahlum-Jenkins & Glen Jenkins
Dr. Timothy & Regina Johnson
Kenneth & Deneen Kickbusch
Maureen Kinney

Sue Knopf & Jim Rothwell
Lawrence Krajewski

Nancy Kroner

George & Betty Kruck

Al Kube

Land Trust Alliance

Joel Lazinger

John & Louise Leary

Jean & Mark Ledman

Chuck & Linda Lee

Deborah Liebakken

Tom Lukens

Beverly Mach

Mike & Carol Mader

Robert & Patricia Mika

David R. Morrison

Michael & Susan Mosling
Marilyn & Willie Nieckarz

Loran Nordgren

Mike & Sylvia O'Brien

Dennis & Sarah Ohlrogge

Rita Oldenburg

Organic Valley

Tim Padesky & Tara Johnson
Paul & Cindy Patros

Harry & Sylvia Peterson

Allan Pischke

Mark & Eve Platt

Prairie Du Chien Rod & Gun Club

Ron & Jane Rada

Radisson Hotel

Scott Reber & Marilyn Shultz
Jon & Ann Rigden

Shelley Roberts & Dewey Moore
Patricia Schmid

Paul & Joan Schoenfeld

Alan & Rosanne Schulz

John Shillinglaw

Jim & Rose Sime

Dave & Barb Skogen

David & Gretchen Skoloda

Mary Rose Strasser

Susan Strehl

The Norcross Wildlife Foundation
The Sinsinawa Dominicans
James L. Theler & Suzanne Harris

Jeffrey Thompson & Sandra Romagnoli-
Thompson

Craig & Mary Thompson
Rob & Kathie Tyser
Christine Uber

Keith & Lynne Valiquette
Steve Ventura & Margaret Krome
Rita Walker

Robert & Lori Wallock
Walmart

Pat & Bobbie Wilson
Wisconsin Land Fund
Margaret & Daryl Wood
Nick & Yonok Zeller

$500 - $999

Dennis & Leslie Adams
Agropur Ingredients
Michael Aleckson
Associated Bank N.A.

Steve Babson & Nancy Brigham
Anonymous

Cindy & Bill Berg

Anthony & Barbara Binsfeld
Tom & Cheryl Borreson

Don & Cheryl Brenengen
Dianna Brown

Emily Campbell

Elizabeth Campbell

Peter Clark

Thomas & Kimberley Culp
Curtis & Kristine Cvikota
Harry & Carla Dahl

Tyler & Michelle Dahl

Alan & Catherine Daus
Michael & Joyce Davy

Jay & Diane Fernholz
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Fritz Funk

Jim & Jan Gallagher

Rachel & Cameron Gundersen
Charles & Cheryl Hanson
Christopher & Krista Huiras
Mike Jawson

Mike & Karen Keil

Khris & Liz Kleba

Ralph Knudson & Nancy Heerens-
Knudson

Robert Koehler

Catherine E. Kolkmeier

Forrest & Sue Ann Krause

Larry Lebiecki & Anita Evans

Fran Lee-Edwards & John Edwards

Laurie Logan & Alice Bachop

Mathy Construction

Dr. Mark & Gwen McConnell

Kevin & Jenny McCoy

David & Sheila Momont

Dr. James H. Munn

Martin & Pam Murphy

James & Rebecca Naugler

Paul Olson

Diane V. Petz

Mary Ann Phalen & Martin Nelson

Steve Prosser

David & Denise Ring

Robert W. Baird & Co.

Jack & Judy Rusch

Jed & Melanie Schaller

Marc & Sue Schultz

Jeri Sebo

John Selby & Denise Dipert

Richard & Judith Swantz

Pam Thiel

Carol & Phil Toberman

Rev. Allan & Carla Townsend

Jonathan & Debera Uy

Edward Walsh

Mark & Marilyn Webster

John Wetzel

Eric & Vicki Wheeler

Jim & Jean White

Jim & Jo Ann Wickizer

James & Gloria Wiener

The Wine Guyz

Dr. Susan Young

Linda Zoerb

$250 - $499

Carol & Bill Abrahamzon
Kay Adams & Jack Fleig
Greg Aleckson

Dr. Vance Baker

Jim & Marlene Bannen
Allan Beatty

Howard & Katherine Bell
Ruthann Benson

Randall & Lauri Berg
Generous Earth Pottery
Michael Brown

Kurt Brownell

Martin & Kathleen Buehler
Marianne & Patrick Carolan
Patrick Cavadini

Dr. Mark & Jeanne Connelly
Timothy Cox

Barb & Larry Dalton



Every year, with your support, there are more trails for kids to roam, more farms for food to grow,
more streams run with cool, clear water, more forests and prairies quietly host the birds, bees and
wildlife of this unique and special place we call home.

EarthShare

Michael & Janet Ebersold
Paul & Ellen Finch

First Presbyterian Church
Kristen Foehner & Sam Scinta
David & Barbara Foye

Rick & Maryann Frietsche
Nancy Gerrard & Rick Staff
Drs. James & Jo Glasser
Paul Gleason & Gaye Tylka
Chuck & Carmen Gustafson
Werner & Dianna Haas
Vince & Janice Hatt

Ralph & Joann Heath

Les & Sue Hill

Lorne Hillier

Jane Houlihan

Bob & Marilyn Hurt

InTech

Christopher Iremonger
Leta Johnson

George & Carmeen Johnston
Edward C. Jones

Chris & Jane Kerbaugh
Ron & Tawni Kind

Larry & Susan Kirch

Joe & Ann Kotnour

Mike & Becky Kreiling
Barbara & Joseph Kruse
Tim & Margaret Larson
Claude & Carolyn Lindeman
Peter Linnert

David & Connie Long
David & Helen MacGregor
Kay MacNeil

Randy & Rita Magno
Andrew & Nancy Matchett
Bruce & Diane May

James & Mary McGrath
Ron McKelvey & Chris Saudek
Lance & Carol Meyer
Howard & Nancy Mills
Forrest Moe

Mike Mulroy

James & Phylis Munsch
Jan & John Munson
Sharon Murphy

Jim & Ruth Nissen

Calvin & Joyce Oium

Jane O’Laughlin

James & Donna Omernik
Winston & Cheryl Ostrow
MaryEllen Paudler

Lyle & Myrna Peacock
Prairie Moon Nursery

Pete & Barb Putnam

Lee Rasch & Susan Fox
Tom & Cindy Rhorer
Barbara Rice

John & Nancy Rieder

Mike & Kathy Ripp

Deb & Emma Rislow

Cam & Carlene Roberts
Dennis & Sharon Ryan

Carl Sandquist

Scott Sauer

Robert & Carol Schmidt
Marti Schwem

Linda & Tim Seubert

Jeff & Kris Sexton

Sharon Sharp & Doug McVey
Dr. Charles & Judy Shepard
Fred & Jean Skemp

Robert C. Skemp

Sam Skemp Jr.

Robert & Susan Swingen
Tom & Jane Treglowne
Audrey Uber

Dr. David & Betty Van Dyke
Ken & Terry Visger

Mary Westlund

Joanne & Michael White
Bonnie Wideman

Jim Wiffler

Xcel Energy

Roger & Carol Ziff

$100-5249

Brian & Joyce Abernathy
Karen Acker

Dr. Chris & Emily Adams
Henry & Mabel Lou Ahrens
Mark & Tracy Aleckson
Ronald & Therese Amel
James & Debra Ames
David Andersen

Craig Anderson & Kile Martz
Constance Arzigian

Tony & Barbara Barkauskas
Bruce & Kathy Bartel

Craig & Mary Bartos

John & Carole Bast

Dr. James & Peggy Baumgaertner
Judy Bautch

Erin & Colin Belby

Dan Benjamin

Brian & Barb Benson
Laurence & Catherine Berg
Sister Sharon Berger
James & Diana Birnbaum
Todd Bjerke & Karen Kroll
David Blackey & Lynn Biddick
William & Judith Blank

Dr. Scott & Heidi Blanke
Thomas Bliffert

Daniel L. Blumer

Buzz Bocher & Pat O’Hara
Sean & Katie Brady

Kara Breems & Tony Adams
Ann Brice & Bill Haviland
Dan & Jane Brodrick

Sandy & Craig Brooks
William Buchta

Pauline Buckland

Deborah Buffton

Susan & Jac Bulk

Michael & Marge Buncak

Don & Louise Campbell
Charles & Diane Canniff

Bob Carney & Chris Haskell
Mark & Minda Chamberlain
Deborah & Mitch Cholewa
Scott Chorski

Joan Christopherson-Schmidt
Abbie Church

Tom & Mary Jo Clark

Dr. John Cochran & Margaret Grenisen
Laura Coglan

John & Lisa Conzemius
Coulee Region Group Sierra Club
Kwik Trip

Steven Davis

Dean & Phyllis Dempsey

Ruth & Daniel Devitt

Michael & Carmen DeYoe
Mark & Stephanie Dickson
James & Sue Dillenbeck

Doris Doherty

E. Anne Drecktrah

Gerald & Gertrude Duffrin
Leo & Marie Dummer

Greg & Diane Egan

John & Kathy Engh

Eric Epstein

Barbara & David Erickson

Ms. Joey Esterline & Scott Giraud
Juliet Eyers

Paul & Kathy Fairchild

Paul Felion

Howard & Sophie Fiedler
Mark & Roxanna Flaten

Dr. Alan & Kara Fleischmann
Chuck & Debbie Forer

Dr. Robert & Maureen Freedland
Bob & Ruth Frise

Donald & Susan Fritsch

Anita Froegel

Dr. Sharon Fuller

John Gaddo & Nancy North
Ned & Carol Gatzke

Duwayne & Janet Gebken
Paul & Natalie Geyer

Tom Gianoli

Terry & Norma Gilbertson
Hans & Judy Gill

Ted Glasbrenner & Jenifer Strand
Marty & Fay Gora

Bill & Kathy Gresens

Joan Greshik

Herbert Grimek

Amy Groskopf & Kent Turner
Christine Gruendeman

Sandy Grunwald

Wendelin A. Guentner

Peter & Janice Gutierrez
Norma Hammon & Marty Osmundsen

Stephanie Hanna

Amy & Kevin Hansen

Michael Hanson

Peter & Esther Harman
William Hart

David & Julie Harter

Dr. Mark & Anne-Marie Hein
Dale & Kathleen Hein

Jay Heldt & Karen Kouba
Mary Helgren & Rich Radek
Joan Higgins & Carl Herrmann
William & Deborah Hiller
Henry & Olga Hoesley

Dave & Patsy Hofer

Mike & Mary Carole Hoffman
Scott & Susan Hoffmann

Pat Hollingsworth

Jeff Houser & Beth Mullen-Houser
Raymond & Mary Jo Ann Hubley
Adam Huntington

Yvonne Hyde

Roger & Sharon Imes

Steven Isaac & Judy Olds
Wayne Jacobson

Tim & Lisa Jacobson
Mariellen Janiszewski

Jeff & Elizabeth Janvrin

Jim & Linda Jenkins

Kent & Lee Johnson

Pete & Anne Joria

Bob & Mary Jothen

Alcee & Margaret Jumonville
Gerald & Charlotte Kann
Mark & Jacqueline Kartman
Tom & Annemarie Kasper
Chad Kassera

Mark Kastel

Kathleen Kepner Thomson
Shahrom & Christina Kiani
Tom Kirch

Peter Knapik

Jack Knowles

Melinda Knutson & Dave Ford
Ryan Konop & Gina Prange-Konop
Ann & Carl Korschgen

Eric Kraemer & Francine Klein
Peter & Krin Krause

Dennis & Sharon Krumenauer
Patricia Kulig

John Kussmaul

Richard & Cynthia Kyte
Roger & Pat La Rue

David & Karen Lange

Rick & Mary Kay Lange

Ann Larkin & Paul Owecke
Nancy & Randy Larson

John Layton

Jack & Margaret Lee

Richard & Dorothy Lenard
Stephen & Cynthia Lenser
Bernard & Darcy Lenz

Lynne Leuthe



Thomas & Margaret Ley
Mary J. Linville

Sandra Locher

Dr. Jack & Joyce Lockhart
Stephen & Cheryl Loehr
Ken & Sara Lubinski

Ronald & Aileen Luethe
James & Jean Lund

John Maass & Ann O'Malley
Robin & Charles Malayter
Laurie Maloney

Brian & Nancy Manske
Ellen Martell

Mike Martin & Laura Siitari
William & Candace Marx
Edward Mathwig

Daniel & Dawn Mayer
James McCormick & Joan Barth
Dick & Julie McGarry
Lorraine Mcllraith

Georgia & Doug McKelvey
Patricia A. Mertens

Dave Mertins

Cindy Mettille

William E. Meyer

La Verne Michalak

Richard & Patricia Middleton
Dale & Doris Mikshowsky
Mary Monsoor

The Honorable Dennis & Julie Montabon
Jerome Mooney

Beth Moore

Ursula Muehllehner

Kurt & Mary Mueller

Paul Mueller

Brenda Murray

Neil & Linda Nelson

Tom & Lori Nigon

Rachel Novy

Allan Ohm

Phyllis Olson

Steve O'Malley

Florence L. Overgard

Steve & Connie Overholt
Joe Palmer

Candace Pantoga

Andy Patten

Stephen & Mary Peck

Ted & Vicki Peck

John & Cathy Pederson
Marilyn Pedretti

Rob & Mary Percy
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Loraine & Theresa Tichenor
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Thomasine Alan
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Tom & Kathy Barth
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James & Patricia Martell
Joshua Mayer

David McCarthy & Mary Goodsett
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Pat & Lyle Ostrander

llene Pavelko

Bobbi Pavelski

Joe Pfieffer
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Wanda & John Wochos
Paul & Katherine Woods
Frances Young
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Joyce & Bob Arthur
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Gary Biron

Dorothy Block

Amery Bodelson

Paul & Beverly Bodine
Gary & Judee Brone
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Linda Erickson
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Ben Logan
Larry Newman
Herbert B. & Doris M. Olson
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Mississippi Valley
CONSERVANCY

1309 Norplex Drive
Suite 9

La Crosse, W1 54601
608.784.3606

Mississippivalleyconservancy.org
info@mississippivalleyconservancy.org

n Like us on facebook!

Mississippi Valley Conservancy is a regional,
non-profit land trust based in La Crosse,
Wisconsin. MVC has permanently conserved
17,369 acres of blufflands, prairies, wetlands,
and streams in and around the Mississippi,
Kickapoo and Wisconsin Rivers since our
founding in 1997. Over 4,000 acres are

open to the public for hiking, bird watching,
hunting, ﬁshing, photography, CRED/,
and snowshoeing. & A
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Board of Directors ATiom co

Pat Caffrey, President
Warren Loveland, Vice President
Roy Campbell, Treasurer
Linda Seubert, Secretary
David Bange

Andrea Benco

Gretchen Benjamin

Don Frank

Philip Gelatt (Emeritus)
Tim Johnson

Maureen Kinney

Rick Lange

Loran Nordgren

Mike O’Brien

Bob Schmidt

Marc Schultz

Marilyn Shultz
Gretchen Skoloda

Carla Townsend

Rob Tyser
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Staff

Carol Abrahamzon, Executive Director
Abbie Church, Conservation Director
Levi Plath, Land Manager

Kathy Frise, Outreach Coordinator
Megen Kabele, Conservation Specialist
Nancy Larson, Office Manager

Adam Putz, Conservation Assistant
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Nearly twenty years ago, the scenic, winding Bad Axe River, wooded bluffs,
rugged landscape, and diverse habitat drew the attention of Phil and Kathy
Aaker. “We spent two years looking at properties,” said Phil, a pilot, “in flying
over, we were drawn by the water and encouraged by the Bad Axe Valley.”

Phil and Kathy both declare the river to be their favorite place on the land.
“There is a pretty place up stream, with riffles and rocks,” said Kathy, “in

the winter it ices up, and is neat to walk along.” The bridge over the river is
Phil’s favorite, “where our grandchildren like to swim. It rarely freezes over
completely; the spring water keeps it too warm. In a state park, you might see
the land in one or two seasons, but when you live there, you see it every day,
and every day it is beautiful in a different way.”

Through a conservation easement with ~~
Mississippi Valley Conservancy, Phil and Kathy — =

property along the South Fork Bad Axe River.
Phil, “and it is something our grandkids can

e



