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And so Ken and I say, “This land is 
your land, this land is my land,” and a 
conservation easement makes it so. 
Deneen Kickbusch said.

of all on the Farm. Situated on a dry, rock 
outcropping, red cedar had encroached 
over the years, squeezing the prairie 
from all sides. 

It was on this point that we had a 
memorable camping experience, a 
sleepless overnight with a whip-poor-will 
very near and loud, that sharp whistle 
going on and on and on and on. The next 
day as we left, we talked to our neighbor 
Mrs. Shepard, who was horrified we 
had slept on the ground because of the 
rattlesnakes! We had never thought of 
possible snakes and have still not seen one 
in all our years tramping that land. 

And tramping that land is what Ken has 
done spring, summer and fall as he has 
repaired ponds, cut invasive prickly ash and 
honeysuckle, cleared downed trees from 
the edge of the woods all around, girdled 
dozens of cedars on the goat prairie to open 
it up for the bur oak to thrive and for the 
lead-plant, little bluestem, and columbine 
to burgeon. This recent fall, with Abbie 
Church's keen eye and helpful knowledge, 
we discovered October's Ladies Tresses 
Orchids, a rare prairie flower never before 
recorded for Crawford County either in the 
Wisconsin State Herbarium or the Wisconsin 
Natural Heritage Inventory. 

Finally comes November and Ken is deer 
hunting with family and friends, arguably 

the most important time of fun and hard 
work. A number of trophy deer heads hang 
on our walls along with many, many more 
antlers fixed on wooden plaques, all attesting 
to the superb deer habitat on the Farm. Did 
I mention the hundreds of delicious venison 
meals over the years?

From deer, coyotes, birds and orchids 
to deeply pitched ravines, striking rock 
outcroppings, giant oak and grassy meadows, 
the Farm has been an investment of a 
lifetime in beauty and quiet, an ecological 
masterpiece. With Ken's vision and 
determination, we have moved from the idea 
of the Farm solely as a personal, monetary 
investment to the end stage understanding 
of investment in the entirely different light of 
land preservation and ecological justice. 

And now, thanks to the able guidance of the 
Mississippi Valley Conservancy, this land is 
an investment for everyone who follows, in 
perpetuity, now and forever preserved from 
a culture of overwrought development, clear 
cutting and row cropping that already has 
damaged so much of the striking valley of 
this, our greatest American river. And so Ken 
and I say, "This land is your land, this land 
is my land," and a conservation easement 
makes it so. 

The Farm
By Deneen Kickbusch

The Farm. That's what we called our 189-acre 
investment: 125 acres of gully-gashed woods, 
64 acres of open, rolling cropland, rented out 
to grow corn and alfalfa. In the beginning 
the intention was to earn some extra income, 
camp a bit in summer, and to hunt deer 
each November. The Farm was to become an 
investment on several different levels.

We had rented the land for several years 
when the Conservation Reserve Program 
became available. Joining the CRP seemed 
a responsible investment and a step toward 
preservation. Today the land has been 
herbicide- and pesticide-free for nearly 30 
years. We are grateful to the CRP for its part in 
our, now, totally organic acreage.

Along with the woods and fields, two ponds 
have been rebuilt over the years. They are 
another highlight of the Farm. Clear Lake and 
Green Pond we named them, tongue-in-cheek. 
On the pond situated mostly in the woods we 
have seen many pairs of mallards and wood 
ducks, safe from harm and paddling aimlessly 
on the quiet water. Other bird life abounds: 
the telltale racket of the pileated woodpecker, 
gobble of the turkeys, and the ever-present 
chick-a-dee-dee-dee-dee.

From our gate at the end of Shepard Lane, we 
cross a long, bumpy mile to the goat prairie 
on the point of land that looks out a distance 
to the Mississippi River and Iowa on the far 
bank. This goat prairie was our biggest surprise 



Creating opportunities 
with partners
One of our Mississippi Valley Conservancy 
missions is not just to preserve the land but to 
create opportunities for people to get out onto 
the land and experience it in all its diversity 
from prairie to forest, stream to marsh, hoping 
that from these introductions will come deep 
appreciation and fascination. 

Our donors are not just preserving land, but 
are providing these opportunities for people 
to get a taste and develop an appetite for the 
deep experiences of "being there" and learning 
to love the land. 

We have many partners in this effort: 
educators, health and wellness programs, 
hunting and fishing groups, and groups that 
have a mission of tearing down barriers for 
physically challenged people to get access to 
the land. 

One partner, UW-La Crosse Professor Laurie 
Harmon, teaches a course on environmental 
ethics, outdoor recreation and natural 
resources, a gateway class for students who 
want to make careers of managing resources, 
enabling sustainable outdoor education, and 
teaching both the substance and the ethics of 
"being here" on the land.  

A major portion of the course is devoted to 
first-hand experience of the land, using public 
spaces preserved forever by the efforts of 

Mississippi Valley Conservancy and the 
assistance of members who know those 
lands intimately. Holland Sand Prairie State 
Natural Area, New Amsterdam Grasslands 
and other Conservancy properties become 
Harmon’s classroom and are not just 
preserved landscapes but are also intensely 
used laboratories where scientists study 
prairie plants, land preservation, birds, bees 
and other pollinators. 

Part of the students’ learning experience is 
in the work of preservation, clearing brush, 
removing invasive species, and collecting 
seeds from which they get an introduction 
to how much work and vigilance is 
needed to sustain the sustainable 
recreation opportunities their careers 
may be built around. 

A final requirement of the course is to 
engage in careful personal reflection 
about what each student learned from the 
land itself, apart from the more academic 
bookish learning. 

Student, Aldon Kaye, reflected on 
his experience at the Holland Sand 
Prairie, writing: 

"Personally engaging in the service 
meant a lot to me. For once, it felt like I was 
actually making a change. All the times we 

read about people making a change and 
telling yourself, "Hey, I want to do that" 
but I never actually find the time to get 
out and volunteer. Also, I cannot explain 
the feeling I experienced after seeing the 
faces of the volunteers that were guiding 
us throughout the process when we were 
finished. Although we were only there for 
a day, I felt like we did a great deal of work 
that would've taken them many days to 
complete. I found it so interesting on the 
amount of seeds we collected and how 
much money they were worth. At times 
during the lopping process, I caught myself 
mumbling under my breath; but at the end 
of the day and reflecting, I felt we did a great 
deal of service to the protected area. We 
often forget how much the land does for us, 
and we tend to abuse it, and seeing the MVC 
taking multiple actions to protect this land 
means so much." 

Kaye and his classmates collected 
prairie seed and cut and piled invasive 
buckthorn and honeysuckle at the 
Holland Sand Prairie on a Saturday work 
day in September. Professor Harmon 
and MVC are planning more outings for 
2017—more opportunities for young 
men and women to have the experiences 
that so impressed Aldon.

Aldon Kaye (in white cap at right) listens with 
other members of the UW-L environmental 
ethics class to a briefing by Mississippi Valley 
Conservancy volunteers prior to a work day at 
the Holland Sand Prairie. 
Photo by Laurie Harmon



“ Our family’s been in the valley for almost 
200 years. If there’s one thing I could do
to keep it like it always has been … that’s 
something I can do. ” 

COON VALLEY — Rod Ofte’s ancestors farmed this valley more 
than a decade before the Civil War. Now Ofte has signed an 
agreement ensuring his land remains a farm long after his 
descendants are gone.

 The 48-year- old rancher is one of a half dozen southwest 
Wisconsin landowners who signed conservation easements 
in the final weeks of 2016, allowing the Mississippi Valley 
Conservancy to add nearly 1,000 acres of farm and bluffland 
in Crawford, Jackson and Vernon counties to its portfolio 
of more than 18,000 acres of protected lands.

MVC holds about 3,600 acres of public land, but the vast 
majority of protected acres in southwest Wisconsin overseen 
by the nonprofit land trust is privately held and protected 
through voluntary agreements such as the Ofte easement.
Rod left the farm for the U.S. military academy at West Point. 
After service in the Army and later as an executive for the 
food giant Mars Inc., he returned to Wisconsin in 2007 and 
purchased 156 acres next to the family’s home farm and 

began raising grass-fed beef using rotational grazing.

The farm also doubles as a retreat for writers, artists and 
anglers from across the Midwest who come to fish Spring 
Coulee Creek, a Class 1 trout stream that meanders through 
the pastures and which MVC Conservation Director Abbie 
Church calls a “poster child”  for the compatibility of farming 
and habitat management.

Each spring the farm hosts students from Summit Elementary, 
where Ofte’s wife, Deb, teaches kindergarten. Kids help plant 
garden vegetables, learn about farm animals, wildlife and 
the critters that inhabit the stream.

The Oftes say they want to ensure their land remains pristine 
even after they’re gone. “Our family’s been in the valley for 
almost 200 years,” Ofte said. His great-great uncle settled 
Spring Coulee in 1848. “ If there’s one thing I could do to
 keep it like it always has been … that’s something I can do. " 

Family farm heritage preserved
Reprinted with permission from the La Crosse Tribune
By Chris Hubbuch



He wasn’t initially sold on the preservation idea. 

Ofte said he first heard about the Mississippi Valley Conservancy 
in 2011 when he read a story about Ernest and Joseph Haugen, 
two aging bachelor farmers who put their 160-acre farm 
overlooking Coon Valley into a conservation easement. 

Word spread through the coulee that it was a bad deal, that 
tree-huggers were buying up land and stopping people
from farming. 

Then a neighbor set him straight. 

“He said no, they don’t want you tilling up slopes that shouldn’t 
be tilled,” Ofte said. “He kind of walked me through it. He’s also 
sharp as a pencil so he told me about the tax advantages.”

 There are some restrictions against clear cutting or 
unsustainable farming practices, but Ofte retains ownership 
of his land, which remains private.

“I think the biggest misconceptions are that because we’re a 
conservation organization we’re anti-farming,” Church said. “And 
that is absolutely not the case. Agricultural use and conservation 
is compatible, hands down.” 

In fact, MVC has partnered with Ofte to promote rotational 
grazing, in which cattle spend a few days grazing in small 
pastures, moving on to the next patch before they mow the 
grass down to the roots. Pastures are given time to recover 
between each grazing, which makes for healthier grass, soil
 and cattle.

Church said rotational grazing is a good fit for landowners, 
especially because grass-fed beef sells for a premium. 

And it provides bird habitat and keeps topsoil and nutrients in 
place, not in waterways. “The impact goes all the way down to 
the Gulf of Mexico,” Church said.



with walls." That may be, but "it's wonderful for us," he said.
Sherry doesn't fly fish, but she loves the solitude, the flowers, and 
the connection with family and friends at the cabin. Her brother 
bought 60 acres nearby on the ridge "and her son, my stepson, 
bought 90 acres, pretty much all contiguous."

Bob said his mission statement for the property is to restore the 
habitat to pre-settlement conditions and promote and protect an 
oak savannah habitat so favorable to wildlife including turkey, deer 
and other species -- "an intact ecosystem."  

And he is concerned about maintaining the water quality of the 
river. The property provides "crucial filtration" along the river, 
according to the MVC environmental assessment. The property 
also includes a Department of Natural Resources streambank 
easement for public fishing access to the Class II trout stream.

Sherry said that she simply loves the peace of the place and the 
wildlife -- the trilliums and wild geranium in spring and the rose-
breasted grosbeaks that come to their feeders.  And she enjoys the 
ruggedness of the place. "And there are always places to explore."

She hopes that a hundred or more years from now there will still 
be the same places to explore. "That's why we protected it. I'm so 
glad there is a conservancy. I was glad to find something like that 
in Wisconsin."

"I'm a prairie nut," said Bob Piros in a telephone interview recently. 
"Maybe more than a fly fishing nut," he quickly added.

It was fly fishing that attracted him to the property on the North 
Fork of the Bad Axe River that he and his wife, Sherry, purchased 
13 years ago. In 2016, they permanently protected the 58-acre 
property with a donated conservation easement through 
Mississippi Valley Conservancy.

They learned about MVC when they happened upon a screening 
of  the Mysteries of the Driftless movie in Viroqua where they 
met Jim Theler who owns property downstream from theirs 
-- a property also protected with an easement and part of the 
Conservancy's Bad Axe River Priority Area. They discovered a 
common interest in prairie restoration.

Bob and Sherry have 30 acres of land where they live in Ogle 
County, Ill., 25 of it in prairie.

Bob, 70, a retired science teacher, became interested in the 
Driftless Area at meetings of the Rock River Fly Casters where he 
heard people talking about buying property in the Viroqua area. 
The property they found included a small cabin on the ridge 
overlooking the river and the Runge Hollow Reservoir. They tore 
down the dilapidated cabin and, with help from relatives, built a 
new one -- a primitive cabin sometimes described as "camping 

Glad there is a conservancy

Sherry doesn't fly fish, but 
she loves the solitude, the 
flowers, and the connection 
with family and friends at 
the cabin.
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The rising bars on this graph show the 
progress Mississippi Valley Conservancy 
has made in 19 years to protect important 
Wisconsin land. From 1999 when the first 
402 acres of land was purchased, donated, 
and conserved under easements, to the 
end of 2016 when a grand total of 18,308 
acres is now protected, forever.  Your 
support has saved forests, prairies, farms 
and streams. Thank you!



Each morning I leave my driveway and 
slowly make my way down a steep, 
winding, gravel road. At the bottom 
of the hill, I cross Crooked Creek. She 
sits perched high in the dead elm. I say 
good morning as I roll slowly across the 
cement spillway to the county highway.  
I know it’s going to be a good day 
because my favorite eagle has greeted 
me on my way to 
the Mississippi Valley 
Conservancy office.

Some say when an 
eagle appears, you 
are on notice to be 
courageous and stretch 
your limits. Do not 
accept the status quo, 
but rather reach higher and become 
more than you believe you are 
capable of. This is how I feel about 
2017 at Mississippi Valley Conservancy. 
We are entering our 20th year. It’s time 

to stretch our limits, leave the status 
quo behind and reach for the sky in land 
protection. Our 20th anniversary is a 
time to celebrate past accomplishments, 
but more importantly it’s a time to reach 
new heights, explore new possibilities, 
and soar like an eagle. 

Our board of directors, staff and 
volunteers are planning 
for a great year of 
celebrating the past and 
reaching for the stars. This 
month look for the 20th 
anniversary edition of 
Conserved magazine. We’ll 
have a brand new website 
for you to stay up-to-date 
on our events, news, and 

the latest in land protection. On June 
25th the inaugural Trail Trek Challenge 
will take place, a chance for you and 
your team to compete in a trail hiking 
event. And be prepared for a really BIG 

announcement in 2017! I'm keeping that 
one a secret for now.  

Thank you for making the past 19 years 
amazing. Together we can assure that 
eagles have a clear sky to soar in, a tall 
tree to nest in, and clean streams to fish 
in. Together we can reach new heights in 
land conservation for generations
to come. 

Together in conservation,

Carol Abrahamzon
Executive Director

”We are entering our 20th
year. It’s time to stretch 
our limits, leave the status
quo behind and reach for
the sky in land protection.”

Thank you!
Your wonderful support makes everything we do possible. 
 Let’s celebrate the success of 2016. 

Fly like an Eagle

18,308 acres
protected forever

1,031 acres  of forest, prairie, wetlands, rivers and farms were 
protected for birds, bees, butterflies, frogs, fish and fresh, local food.

2,896 school children  learned about trees, flowers and 
plants that invade as well as the animals that live on the bluffs 
and in the valleys.

Unrestricted

Contributions $305,742 Land Management $129,120

Grants & Endowments $109,136 Land Protection $201,089

Special Events $36,800 Outreach & education $88,514

Management & general $23,114

Released from restrictions $150,248 Membership & Fundraising $36,671

Total Revenue $624,367 Total Expenses $478,508

Land Management
Land Protection
Outreach & education
Management & general

Contributions
Grants & Endowments
Special Events
Investment income

Investment income $22,441

Fiscal Year 15/16 Income Fiscal Year 15/16 Expenses



Thanks to you amazing things are happening.

Members of 2016
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Land Trust Alliance
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John and Louise Leary
Chuck and Linda Lee
Tom Lukens
Richard and Jan Meloy
Robert and Patricia Mika
David R Morrison
Michael and Susan Mosling
Dennis and Sarah Ohlrogge
Harry and Sylvia Peterson
Mark and Eve Platt
Prairie Du Chien Rod & Gun Club
Ron and Jane Rada
Jon and Ann Rigden
Jack and Judy Rusch
Patricia Schmid
Alan and Rosanne Schulz
Scott Reber and Marilyn Shultz
Vicky Schultz
Tom and Sharon Sharratt
John Shillinglaw
Jim and Rose Sime
Dave and Barb Skogen
David and Gretchen Skoloda
Susan Strehl
The Norcross Wildlife Foundation, Inc.
James Theler and Suzanne Harris
Jeffrey Thompson & Sandra Romagnoli-
Thompson
Robert and Judith Thompson
Rob and Kathie Tyser
Keith and Lynne Valiquette
Robert and Lori Wallock
Whitetails Unlimited
Pat and Bobbie Wilson
Wisconsin Land Fund
Nick and Yonok Zeller

$500 - $999
Philip and Kathy Aaker
Dennis and Leslie Adams
Craig Anderson and Kile Martz
Cindy and Bill Berg
Kurt Brownell
Kristi and Frank Cadwell
Elizabeth Campbell
Marianne and Patrick Carolan
Cece Caron and Thomas Erb
Rebecca A. Christoffel & Andrew H. Williams
Joan Christopherson-Schmidt
Cleary-Kumm Foundation
Curtis and Kristine Cvikota
John and Nancy Diekelmann
Mark and Jane Domroese
Barbara and David Erickson
Joan Filla
Fritz Funk
Fred and Mary Ann Funk Family Fund
Bruce Harvey and Nancy Ettenheim
Clare Henneman
Les and Sue Hill
Mike Jawson
Carolyn Mahlum-Jenkins and Glen Jenkins
Mike and Karen Keil
Catherine E Kolkmeier
Forrest and Sue Ann Krause
Nancy Kroner
George and Betty Kruck
Fran Lee-Edwards and John Edwards
Laurie Logan and Alice Bachop
Beverly Mach
Kay MacNeil
Dr. James H Munn
Dr. Charles and Heather Nolte
Loran Nordgren
Rita Oldenburg
Tim Padesky and Tara Johnson
Paul and Cindy Patros
Andy and Laura Patten
MaryEllen Paudler
Allan Pischke
Radisson Hotel
John and Kathy Reinhart
Barbara Rice
Shelley Roberts and Dewey Moore
Robertson Ryan & Assoc.
Jed and Melanie Schaller
Schneider Heating & A/C, Inc.
Paul and Joan Schoenfeld
Jeri Sebo
Robert C Skemp
Craig and Mary Thompson
Carol and Phil Toberman
Jonathan and Debera Uy
Steve Ventura and Margaret Krome
Mark and Marilyn Webster
Eric and Vicki Wheeler

Jim and Jo Ann Wickizer
Linda Zoerb

$250 - $499
Anonymous
Constance Arzigian
Dr. Vance Baker
Judy Bautch
Dan Benjamin
Ruthann Benson
Anthony and Barbara Binsfeld
Michael Brown
William Buchta
Pauline Buckland
Michael and Marge Buncak
Emily Campbell
Tom and Mary Jo Clark
Peter Clark
Matthew and Marilee Cole
Tyler and Michelle Dahl
Michael and Joyce Davy
EarthShare
Russ and Diane Ford
Ruth Frise
Dr. Sharon Fuller
Paul Gleason and Gaye Tylka
Dianne Greenley
Rachel and Cameron Gundersen
Mary Helgren and Rich Radek
Randy Hoard
Mike and Mary Carole Hoffman
Jane Houlihan
Christopher Hyatt
Christopher Iremonger
George and Carmeen Johnston
Tom and Annemarie Kasper
John Kelly
Charles and Christine Kiersch
Larry and Susan Kirch
Tom Kirch
Robert Koehler
Ann and Carl Korschgen
Joe and Ann Kotnour
Barbara and Joseph Kruse
Rick and Mary Kay Lange
Tim and Margaret Larson
David and Connie Long
Ken and Sara Lubinski
Ronald and Aileen Luethe
Mike and Carol Mader
Randy and Rita Magno
Bruce and Diane May
Dr. Mark and Gwen McConnell
Ron McKelvey and Chris Saudek
Forrest Moe
David and Sheila Momont
Mike Mulroy



Every year, with your support, there are more trails for kids to roam, more farms for food to grow, 
more streams run with cool, clear water, more forests and prairies quietly host the birds, bees 
and wildlife of this unique and special place we call home. 
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Sport Clinic Physical Therapy Staff
David and Nancy Spriggs
BJ Stanley
Dennis and Betsy Stannard
Dr. Paul and Jane Steingraeber
Michael and Patricia Strittmater
Jeffrey Strong
John and Elizabeth Sullivan
Harold and Wanda Swanson
Susan Swingen
James and Nancy Terman
Eric Thompson and Mary Graziano
Richard Thompson
Meredith Thomsen
Jon and Peggy Traver
Tom and Jane Treglowne
Mary Tronick
UMESC River Productivity Team
United HealthCare Services, Inc.
Thomas Van Der Linden and Jean 
Silberman
Dr. David and Betty Van Dyke
Joseph Van Moer
Laura VanderLei
Larry Vangen
Unja Varnum
Mary Veldey
Theresa Vick
Connie Weedman
Ken Weinberg
Al and Jane Wernecke
Ron and Theresa Wessels
Dorothy Wetterlin
Jim and Jean White
Joanne and Michael White
Winona Bird Club
Margaret and Daryl Wood
Levi Wood
Pat Wuttke
Joan Yeatman
Dr. Susan Young
David Ziemann
Roger and Carol Ziff
Kip and Ann Zirkel

$50 - $99
Greg Aleckson
David and Marie Allen
Ronald and Therese Amel
James and Debra Ames
Jan Amundson
Stacey Arneson

Tony and Barbara Barkauskas
Bruce and Kathy Bartel
Benevity Community Impact Fund
Mary Lou Biddlestone
Margaret Birchler and Mary Ann Polewski
William and Judith Blank
Buzz Bocher and Pat O'Hara
Sandy and Craig Brooks
Steve and Sandy Brubaker
Bonnie Buchman
David Burbach
Thomas Byerly
Loren and Margaret Cade
Don and Louise Campbell
Collette Campion
Charles and Diane Canniff
Kathleen Carlyle
Patrick Cavadini
Laura Coglan
Timothy and Cheryl Collins
Susan H Colliton
Deb Congdon
John and Lisa Conzemius
Coulee Region Trout Unlimited
Ken and Val Critzman
Thomas and Kimberley Culp
Barb and Joe Dalton
Steven Davis
Sharon DeCicco
Colleen Devaney
Ruth and Daniel Devitt
Doris Doherty
Steve and Gloria Doyle
Gerald and Gertrude Duffrin
Leo and Marie Dummer
Greg and Diane Egan
Tim and Linda Eisele
John and Kathy Engh
Eric Epstein
Jen and Andrew Erickson
Juliet Eyers
Hildy Feen
Paul Felion
Mary Fillner
David and Barbara Foye
Harold and Mary Frank
Bill and Annette Franz
Donald and Susan Fritsch
Ann Fuhrman
Paul and Natalie Geyer
Tom Gianoli
Tom and Ann Gibbons
Hans and Judy Gill
Susan and Harlan Gleason
Michelle Godfrey
Lee and Rose Grosskreutz
David and Kathy Groth
Ole and Judy Gulbrandsen
Rev. Ronald and Merle Gustafson
Brian and Julie Hagan
Jon and Kathy Hageseth
Linda Halley
Kim Hammer
Norma Hammon and Marty Osmundsen
Michael Hanson

Robert and Helen Harold
Vince and Janice Hatt
Paul and Bernadette Hayes
Dr. Mark and Anne-Marie Hein
Timothy and Bridget Hill
Derek and Cheryl Hilst
Pat Hollingsworth
Robert H Horwich
Jeff Houser and Beth Mullen-Houser
Raymond and Mary Jo Ann Hubley
James and Jane Hulke
Don Hultman & Lauri Munroe-Hultman
Steven Isaac and Judy Olds
Mariellen Janiszewski
John and Rita Jenks
Jackie Joday
Melanie Johnson
Amy Johnson
Frederick Jones
Pete and Anne Joria
Jane Kaiser
Robert and Mary Kelemen
Carolyn Klein
Kathy Knox
Henry and Nancy Kokke
Stephen and Barbara Kozerowitz
Dennis and Sharon Krumenauer
Patricia Kulig
Roger and Pat La Rue
David Ladd
Richard Lagerman
David and Karen Lange
David Langer
Jack and Margaret Lee
Gary and Ruth Ann LeMasters
Lynne Leuthe
Dr Jack and Joyce Lockhart
Charles and Karen Lorence
John Maass and Ann O'Malley
Ellen Martell
Mike Martin and Laura Siitari
Edward Mathwig
William and Mary McDevitt
Lorraine McIlraith
Thomas and Gladys McLenahan
Robert and Patricia McLoone
Julie and Dan Melton
Lisa Mendell
La Verne Michalak
Mary Monsoor
The Honorable Dennis and Julie Montabon
Beth Moore
Stephanie Moran
Jason and Tricia Mulholland
Cecilia and Jared Mullenbach
Kathleen Mulrooney
National Active and Retired Federal 
Employees La Crosse Ch. 370
Matthew Neil
Greg and Laura Nessler
Florence Novak
Gregory Nowacki
Mike and Marcie O'Connor
Calvin and Joyce Oium
Phyllis Olson

Lisa Olson
John Papenfuss
Stephen and Mary Peck
Rob and Mary Percy
Jill Peterson
Craig and Alli Pierce
Justin and Beth Piggush
David and Lynne Polodna
Russell and Susan Pope
Larry and Sherry Quamme
Thomas and Jacqueline Rand
Rachel Rebman Skaaland
Frances Rivoire
Jim and Diane Rogala
Greg Roskos
Brooks Rownd
Paul and Barbara Rusterholz
Kevin and Anna Ryan
Kenny and Mary Kay Salwey
Randy Schenkat
Firman and Cheryl Schiebout
Russ and Joan Schrinner
Signe Schroeder
Franz and Rea Schubert
Val Schute and Deb Prath-Schute
Bob Seaquist and Marietta Buchner
Sandy Sechrest
Laura A Seielstad
Susan Seielstad
Marty Sellers and Nancy Hartje
Barry and Ruby Shaw
Carl and Denise Shedivy
Mary Jean Sienko
Kenneth and Paula Silha
Lucy Slinger
John and Joanne Smith
Chuck Smith
The Smith Joint Rev Living Trust
Mary Snapp
Dr. Dave Springer
John and Jean Sterling
Kathy Stevenson and Dave Alderman
Michael Stewart and Angela Stewart-Kick
William and Sally Stichman
Richard and Pamela Strauss
Shel and Ann Stromquist
Bradley and Lynn Sturm
Kristin Swanson
Ben and Sara Sykora
Peter Tabor
Robyn Tanke
The Wine Guyz
Dan Thoftne
Mat Wagner
Mary Jo Webster
Russ Wedeking
Simon and Theresa Widstrand
Monica Wiebke
Gary Wiegel
Ruth and Marc Williams
Mary Wisneski
Frances Young
Ric and Betty Zarwell



Under $50
Shirley Anderson
Cheryl Arenson
Joyce and Bob Arthur
Dennis and Joyce Beekman
James Bennett
Michael and Debra Bergenske
Gary Biron
Jill Blackbourn
Paul and Beverly Bodine
Carmen Boucher
Ansel and Shelly Brenneman
Tom Brindley
Steven and Heather Bruemmer
Randall and Connie Burmeister
Julie Chamberlain
Jerry and Marcia Church
Kathleen Crittenden
Stephen and Paula Dahl
Peter Day
Jennifer J Dieck
William and Anita Doering
James Doetzl
Bill Doolan and Karen Williams-Doolan
Marcus and Judy Doolittle
E. Anne Drecktrah
Mike and Kathy Dummer
Don and Nancy Field
Patrick Fisher
Dr. Alan and Kara Fleischmann
Franke & Turnbull CPA's
Dr. Kris and Jodi Gehrke
David and Abigail Gerzema
Karen Gill
Ted and Val Glotfelty
Mary Jane Greenewald
Laurel Grey
Chuck Hogan
Virgil Holder
Bob Huff
Rosalyn and Thomas Hundt
Charles and Patricia Isely III
Dan and Joanne Jackson
Julie Jacobson Vann
Lamar Janes
C.W. 'Stub' Johnson
Susan Kapanke

Bill Katra
Madeline Kepner
George and Jacquelyn Kieler
Virginia Kilness
Ruth Ann Knapp
Kevin and Dianne Koch
Gloria Kowalski
James and Maxine Kroner
Patrick Lamke
Stanley Ledebuhr
Scott and Judy Lee
Ronda Lettner
Herbert Lyon
Carlos and Kathy Macia
John and Dee Medinger
Nancy Melin
Mary Menne
Patricia A Mertens
Patricia Morrison
Louis and Christy Mougin
Melisa Myers
Julie Nelson and Ross Seymour
Grace Nicholson-Maly
Sharon Odahl
Tamara Olson
Pat and Lyle Ostrander
Ilene Pavelko
Mindy Petersen
Patricia Pfister
Steven Picus and Sharon Siegel
George Potaracke
Jean Rasmussen
Bessie Richardson
Linda Riddle
Stu and Char Robertshaw
Jo Ronning
Milton and Jackie Schmida
Jerry Schmidt and Christine Kelley
John and Jenny Schroeder
Allen Blake Sheldon
Michael and Kelly Sigman
Steve and Manyu Simpson
Charles Simpson
Kelly Skaff
Peter and Mary Kay Skemp
Trudy Smith
Laura Solomon

Kelly Staerzl
Judd and Joy Steinback
Rick Stewart and Lori Schams
Mary Rose Strasser
Barbara Strohm
Mary Sullivan
Robert Swartz
LaVonne Swiggum
Paul Taylor
Edith and William Temte
Loraine and Theresa Tichenor
Holger and Bonnie-Jean Vaher
Robert and Dana Van Hoesen
Susan Weber
Bonnie Wideman
Mary Rose Williams
Robert B. Wish
Wanda and John Wochos
John F. Zoerb 

Gifts Made in Honor of
Pat Caffrey and Peg Zappen
Jim Czajkowski Retirement
Phil Gelatt
Lauren Huffman & Ben Guengerich
Peter & Krin Krause

Laura Seielstad
Ruth Williams

Gifts Made in Memory of
Mary Brady 
Patrick Brady
Vera Emerson
Ron Hammes
Elaine Hendrickson
Henry "Hank" Hendrickson
Adele, Carl & Marianne Holtz
Arlene Jacobson
Bob Jome
Jeanne Rae Roesler
Roger Sandmire
Doug Sebranek
Ann Van Atta

Thank you 
corporate partners.

Franciscan Sisters of Perpetual Adoration
Mayo Clinic Health System- Franciscan 
Healthcare
Gundersen Health System
Fowler & Hammer
American Transmission Company
Associated Bank
Dairyland Power Cooperative
Dahl Automotive

You can give a gift  
that lasts forever– 
Join the Stewardship Circle

The Stewardship Circle is composed 
of people like you who have made a
planned gift or bequest in their estate 
to the Conservancy. 

If you would like to explore becoming
part of the Stewardship Circle, please 
call or email Carol at 608-784-3606 ext. 4 
or carol@mississippivalleyconservancy.org.

Anonymous
Jim & Jan Brady
Kurt Brownell
David Burbach
Ed Burgess
Frank & Kristi Cadwell
Emily Campbell
Susan Colliton
Nancy Dale
Dean & Phylis Dempsey
Barbara & Donald Frank
David & Nancy Goode
M. Jane Greenewald
Kim Hammer

Rob Horwich
Tim Jacobson
George & Sharon Kerckhove
Maureen Kinney
Carl and Ann Korschgen
Allen & *Carol Kube
Jean & Mark Ledman
Chuck & Linda Lee
David Linton & Maggie Jones
Richard & Jan Meloy
David Morrison
Joyce Morrison
Pam & Martin Murphy
Stephen  & Mary Peck

Ron & Jane Rada
Mike & Kathy Ripp
Kenny & Mary Kay Salwey
Marc & Sue Schultz
Tom & Michelle Strange
Mary Strassser
Sue Strehl
Eric Thompson & Mary Graziano
Keith & Lynne Valiquette
Nick & Yonok Zeller

* Deceased

Every gift matters, every gift is important.  Thank you!

Fr John Schultz 50th Anniversary of Ordination



Board of Directors
Warren Loveland, President
Rob Tyser, Vice President
David Morrison, Treasurer
Linda Seubert, Secretary
David Bange
Allan Beatty
Andrea Benco
Gretchen Benjamin
Pat Caffrey
Sister Ellen Elsbernd
Don Frank
Tim Johnson
Maureen Kinney
Rick Lange
Mandy Nogle
Mike O’Brien
Bob Schmidt
Marc Schultz
Jon Shultz
Gretchen Skoloda
Carla Townsend
Philip Gelatt (Emeritus)

Staff
Carol Abrahamzon, Executive Director
Abbie Church, Conservation Director
Becca Dymzarov, Conservation Associate
Levi Plath, Land Manager
Kathy Frise, Outreach Coordinator
Megen Kabele, Conservation Specialist
Nancy Larson, Office Manager

Cover photo of La Crosse Blufflands Mathy 
Quarry by Jamie Cooper

Mississippi Valley Conservancy is a regional, 
non-profit land trust based in La Crosse, 
Wisconsin. MVC has permanently conserved 
18,308 acres of blufflands, prairies, wetlands, 
and streams in and around the Driftless 
Area  since our founding in 1997. Over 4,000 
acres are open to the public for hiking, bird 
watching, hunting, fishing, photography, 
and snowshoeing.
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1309 Norplex Drive, Suite 9
La Crosse, WI 54601
608.784.3606

Mississippivalleyconservancy.org
info@mississippivalleyconservancy.org

Like us on facebook!

"I wonder if the snow loves 
the trees and fields, that 
it kisses them so gently? 
And then it covers them up 
snug, you know, with a white 
quilt." - Lewis Carroll
Photo of the Vicky Schulz Family Farm


