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We don’t inherit the earth from 
our ancestors; we borrow it from 
our children. 
~Unknown
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Thank you for protecting this place
s the sun rises each morning, I think of you. Are you safe? 
Are you healthy? Do you have nourishing food to eat?  
Do you have a place in nature to find calmness and serenity 
to soothe your soul? 

It’s times like this when I want to know that everyone, from every walk 
of life, has a special place to call home – a place to experience the joys 
of nature and the beauty that surrounds us.

When people have meaningful experiences outdoors, their quality of 
life, health, and social well-being improve. In turn, our communities 
become stronger and more sustainable. We all benefit when everyone 
has the opportunity to connect with nature.

You are central to our ability to enhance the public nature preserves we 
own, to make sure they feel welcoming and safe for all. It’s because of 
you, and so many others, that we are working to increase the pace of 
land conservation – including conserving and restoring those places for 
wildlife, for clean water, for climate resilience . . . and for opportunities 
to be outside and stay healthy.

We know we have to do more. We want everyone to have a place where 
they can explore and find peace in the flute-like song of the wood 
thrush at sunrise or the trill of the tree frog in the early evening. A place 
that soothes the mind with the quiet whoosh of the wind in the tree-
tops or the swish of the breeze through the prairie grasses. A place to 
use outside voices to advocate for more natural spaces for wildlife, for 
our children, for everyone. 

In this new year, join me with renewed hope and inspiration to share 
the gifts of nature, farms, and wide-open spaces. Let’s make sure that 
every community has outdoor places to cherish and everyone has  
opportunities to learn about and feel comfortable in the special public 
places you’ve saved.

Together we can do much more to save farmlands, 
forests, wetlands, prairies, and streams. And, as the 
sun sets, we’ll know that together we made the Drift-
less Area a better place for all.

Together in conservation,

Carol Abrahamzon

A A message from 
Carol Abrahamzon, 
Executive Director
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Expansion of nature preserve protects 
unique geology and rare habitats

n the Mississippi River blufflands of western Grant County resides 
a unique geology with sinkholes, talus slopes, caverns, and springs 
all interacting to replicate the conditions present here during the 
last ice age. Within cold-air slopes, also known as algific talus 

slopes, underground air movement keeps the land cool on even the 
hottest days, supporting rare plants and animals today that would have 
been found here 10,000 years ago. With your support, we recently  
protected another 40 acres of this rare habitat.

We started piecing together land in the area in 2007. We first acquired 
28 acres of land called Devil’s Backbone State Natural Area. In 2010, 

another 98 acres of adjacent land was added, providing the 
first protected algific talus slope in the state of Wisconsin. 
But we knew the property was incomplete. We had an area 
of functioning algific talus slope, complete with the federally 
threatened northern monkshood, state threatened cherrystone 
drop snail, and other rare species. But what we were missing 
was the air intake supporting the entire system – typically a 
sinkhole or series of sinkholes.

Left unprotected, the source of the airflow can become 
blocked and the entire habitat can quickly be destroyed.  
We were constantly concerned about the property, knowing 
that a poorly planned logging road or illegal dumping on a 
property miles away had the potential to completely destroy 
the habitat we’d worked so hard to protect. This new acqui-
sition also supports the Conservancy’s recently published 

climate action plan, due to its exceptional biodiversity.

In 2020, we received a call from Jim and Milli Lindell. Milli, together 
with her brother Doug, owned 40 acres of land adjacent to that already 
owned by the Conservancy and were exploring options for it. The land 
had been in their family since their grandparents purchased it to expand 
their farm in 1943. Conservancy staff spent a day exploring the site, 
finding springs, butternut trees, monkshood, talus slopes, and then, 
finally, algific talus slopes and significant sinkholes. 

“This is a memory-filled area for our family in many different ways. 
Having our family land now be part of the Conservancy will allow us to 
visit and share its story with present and future generations,” said Milli.

I
By Abbie Church

Protecting  
and expanding 
this nature 
preserve is  
a benefit to  
the local 
community.

Recent  
Acquisition
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In addition to protecting the rare habitat, the Conservancy’s  
ownership and managment of the Devil’s Backbone nature preserve 
benefits the local community, providing opportunities for hiking, 
hunting, fishing, and other nature-based outdoor recreation.  
Funding for the new acquisition came from Wisconsin’s Knowles- 
Nelson Stewardship Program, the Paul E. Stry Foundation, and  
donations from Conservancy members and supporters.  

The federally threatened northern monkshood(left).

A unique landscape. An ecology that serves all.   
Expansion of the Devil’s Backbone nature preserve means more protection of ancient plant and 

wildllife species that make it rich in biodiversity and essential in a time of climate change.
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Will and Peggy Agger 
have hunted, hiked, 
launched their canoes, 
 and skied on their  
property along the 

Black River. It includes sandstone 
cliffs, forested seeps, moist cliffs, 
springs, a creek and associated  
emergent wetland and floodplain  
forest. They have managed their 
property through the state’s  
Managed Forest Law program.  
Over the years they have observed 
golden-winged warblers, northern 
goshawks, and prothonotary warblers 
– all species of special concern. 

55
 a c r e s

Dave and Betty 
Van Dyke moved to 
Wisconsin’s Driftless 
Area more than 40 
years ago. Having 

grown up on a farm, Dave knew 
that improving the health of the 
soils would be mandatory to any 
successful agricultural operation. 
He amended the soil with lime, 
he planted trees to help prevent 
erosion in land that he enrolled in 
the Conservation Reserve program, 
and he has planted prairie strips 
within crop fields to deliver soil, 
water, and nutrient benefits while 
increasing wildlife and pollinator 
habitat.

114
 a c r e s

John and Rita  
Hoffmann have 
lived on their farm 
in the Kickapoo 
River Valley for more 

than twenty years. They’ve dedicat-
ed those years to stewardship of the 
woodlands, prairies, and a cold
water creek that runs through the 
property. The Hoffmanns see their 
conservation easement as a tool 
that furthers their goal to protect 
what is there for future generations.

60
 a c r e s

MoRe LAnds PRotected
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Joan and Kurt  
Peterson enjoy  
caring for the diverse 
habitats and wildlife 
on their Vernon Coun-

ty property near the Kickapoo River. 
Many birds enjoy their land, which 
has four oak species mixed with 
hickory on its steep hillsides. Down 
below, a creek runs through a sedge 
meadow. The Petersons are active 
birders and citizen scientists who re-
port their sightings to programs that 
track and record bird populations. 
They share their love of the land with 
their daughter and grandchild. 

40
 a c r e s

108
 a c r e s

The Limery Road 
property is a new 
acquisition of one of 
the last remaining 
undeveloped Mis-

sissippi River blufflands adjacent 
to the Limery Ridge Savanna State 
Natural Area in Crawford County. 
It was slated to be auctioned off 
when Craig Thompson of the Wis-
consin DNR informed us about the 
opportunity. Thanks to an anony-
mous donor, your Conservancy 
was able to offer the winning bid 
for this bluffland that slows water 
run-off and offers critical habitat 
for migrating songbirds.

Pete and Ginny Quirin 
added 22 acres to  
land already protected 
by a conservation 
easement with the 

Conservancy. A year earlier, their 
acquisition of 88 conserved acres 
from Diane and Charles Canniff took 
place. The Canniffs involved the  
Quirins in crafting the easement on 
that land, as they knew Pete and 
Ginny planned to buy it from them. 
Said Pete, “I hope I can start some-
thing in this neighborhood. I hope I 
can get a couple of my neighbors to 
do the same thing. I want to use my 
example to spread the word.”

22
 a c r e s
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Bob and Frances 
Kaplan raised their 
daughters and 
enjoyed life on their 
bluffland property for 

40 years. Bob loved the land and  
all the wildlife there. Before his 
passing in 2014, he told Fran was 
that if she ever decided to sell it,  
to “call the Conservancy first.” 
Which was exactly what she did. 
Located within the Town of Me-
dary, the land acquisition boasts 
significant prairie habitat and  
adds to a protected corridor of 
over 1,200 acres in the La Crosse 
Blufflands.

44
 a c r e s

Susan and David 
Weigandt  have  
protected their  
Richland County farm 
with a conservation 

easement that protects the many  
years of work they’ve put into  
restoring wildlife habitats, planting 
trees, managing woodlands, protect-
ing the creek, and hosting a grazing 
operation that functions in harmony 
with nature. The water that runs off 
their land is cold and clear, thanks 
to the perennial cover they’ve main-
tained and the care they’ve given to 
creating cattle ramps, chutes, and 
pastures for rotational grazing. 

180
 a c r e s

50
 a c r e s

Elmwood Partners’ 
donation of an 
additional 50.2 
acres more than 
doubled the size 

of the French Valley Preserve, on 
the northern outskirts of the City 
of Onalaska. The land is mostly 
forested but also includes a small 
prairie. The wooded bluffs host an 
established oak woodland includ-
ing white, bur, black, and red oaks. 
This site falls within priority areas 
of the Conservancy, the City of 
Onalaska Greenway, the Blufflands 
Coalition Plan, and the Wisconsin 
Wildlife Action Plan.



Restoring a bluff for 
climate resilience
By Levi Plath

Butterfly milkweed at Sugar Creek Bluff State 
Natural Area – a 440-acre nature preserve owned 
and managed by Mississippi Valley Conservancy, 
near Ferryville, Wisconsin. 

Sugar Creek Bluff State Natural Area is one of the 
Conservancy’s most ecologically important and  
diverse properties.

This past year, Conservancy staff, along with help from 
more than 80 volunteers, completed projects throughout 
the year to restore natural communities, maintain trails, 
increase climate resilience, and control invasive species at 
the preserve. Their accomplishments from the year include

• 2 acres of cedar clearing to restore native prairie habitat
• 3 acres of timber stand improvement to promote  

native oak regeneration
• 77 acres of prescribed burning to maintain native  

prairie and oak forest
• 1,000 lbs. of invasive garlic mustard removal
• 5 acres of tree planting maintenance
• 6 acres of invasive wild parsnip removal 
• 5 acres of native seed collection to expand our  

native prairie remnants
As a result of these projects, we’re seeing a resurgence of 
native plant species flourishing and doing what they do 
best: supporting diverse wildlife species, preventing soil 
erosion, and protecting water quality for everyone. 
During this time of climate change, nothing could be 
more valuable in building the resilience of Wisconsin’s 
Driftless Area.

These land management and restoration accomplishments 
were made possible by funding from the Wisconsin  
Department of Natural Resources Wild Turkey Stamp 
grant, donations from the Conservancy’s generous mem-
bers, and, of course, help from the more than eighy  
volunteers who helped with the hands-on restoration and 
maintenance efforts. Volunteers for these projects included 
members of the general public, students from De Soto 
Middle and High School, and students from UWL’s  
Environmental Studies Program. 

We have a long list of additional restoration projects 
upcoming in 2022 at Sugar Creek Bluff, and we’re always 
looking for volunteer help and contributions to help  
sustain our work. If you’re interested in participating in the 
ongoing land restoration projects at this nature preserve, 
please visit the Conservancy’s website and tell us a bit 
about about yourself: 
www.mississippivalleyconservancy.org/get-involved

Photo by Siena Muehlfeld
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Thanks to the mighty volunteers! 

Mississippi Valley Conservancy is committed to strong fiscal health. The financial 
summary at right is based on the complete financial audit that was conducted by 
Wegner CPAs. Their full report is available on our website or by contacting us at  
608-784-3606 ext.1.

Every protected property requires an investment of scientific,  
legal, and administrative resources to assess, document, and  
monitor the health of the land. Fundraising and education  
efforts require time and resources to create awareness among  
landowners and engage communities with our mission.

Your support makes it all possible.

Expense Allocation

88% Programs
2021 FinAnciAL suMMARy

From the beginning, volunteers have played an essential role in building the 
resilience of the wild lands you’ve protected. This year was no exception.

The total value of the time donated by land restoration volunteers in 2021 was 
more than $30,000. We thank you one and all!

Anyone can help protect land, water and climate by volunteering in our  
“For the Wild” and “Naturehood Connections” programs. When signing up to  
volunteer, we invite you to tell us about yourself so we can reach out to you 
when we have opportunities that match your interests. 

12%
Core 
Mission  
Support



2021 Volunteer Habitat Restoration  
Accomplishments
• Planted 2,000 oak trees

• Pulled over 1,000 pounds of garlic mustard

• Collected millions of prairie seeds

• Burned 170 acres of fire-dependent habitat

• Cleared 38 acres of invasive brush

• Installed 5 miles of firebreaks

• Removed 4.55 tons of tornado debris and litter

• Placed 58 boundary signs

• Replaced 1 roof and improved bat access at  
Kickapoo Caverns

2021 Annual Report 11

We welcome volunteer help with projects, both indoors and outdoors,  
including habitat restoration, special events assistance, mailings, writing, 
graphic design, photography, videography, and more. And volunteering is  
a great way to meet more people like you!

www.mississippivalleyconservancy.org/get-involved

Land protected since 1997
22,057 acres and growing!
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FY 2020–21 Expense Allocation
Total Expenses $766,620

Land Protection $  342,449

Land Management 204,581

Outreach & Education 125,703

Core Mission Support 93,887

Total Expenses $ 766,620

FY 2020–21 Fundraising Revenue
Total Revenue $1,665,804

Contributions $     1,171,994

Investment Income    271,050

Special Events 41,165

Grants 181,595

Total Revenue $ 1,665,804

Education & Outreach

Land Management

Land Protection

Core Mission Support

Investment Income

Special Events

Grants

Contributions
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When three faculty members from different departments 
proposed an interdisciplinary program in environmental 
studies at the University of Wisconsin-La Crosse back in 

the late 1990s, they had to pitch the idea to a number of college deans 
on campus to find a “home” for it. The three of them, Steve Simpson 
(Recreation Management), Ken Maly (Philosophy), and Virgil Holder 
(Geography), were delighted when the idea for the program was  
embraced by the College of Liberal Studies, now known as the College 
of Liberal Arts, where it was soon offered as an academic minor. 

They also liked that the program was offered as a minor, as it is today, 
thereby assuring its autonomy from any single college or department. 
Classes were taught by faculty from a variety of departments across 
campus – teaching about the environment from philosophical, economic, 
and scientific perspectives. In this way, the program has succeeded for 
over 20 years in giving a broad sense of environmental responsibility to 
students from many disciplines.

conseRvAtion

LeAdeRshiP

Written by Sarah Bratnober

Fostering a land ethic with  
UWL’s Environmental Studies program

UWL’s Environmental Studies 
Program uses field trips – such 
as this one at the La Crosse 
River Marsh – to highlight  
the fundamental connections 
between humans and nature. 
The program has seen an  
increase of nearly 40% in 
enrollment over the past ten 
years.
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From day one, a requirement of the Environmental Studies minor has 
been completion of a service-learning project, and Mississippi Valley 
Conservancy was on the list of recommended organizations in which 
students could get this “field experience.” In recent years, students  
from UWL’s environmental studies program have contributed to 
the Conservancy’s land protection mission through internships and 
service-learning projects in land management, nonprofit development, 
and community engagement.

“We have a mutually beneficial relationship with the Conservancy,” 
said Alysa Remsburg, one of the program’s professors. “Students gain a 
strong sense of place as they discover the diverse natural habitats at the 
nature preserves. Through their service-learning projects they get to  
see local conservation work in action, they receive mentorship from 
Conservancy staff, they learn about how nonprofit organizations work, 
and the students in the field with Levi even get to meet landowners 
and learn about the importance of those relationships.”

“Nurturing a land ethic has always been one of our primary objec-
tives,” said Carol Abrahamzon, executive director at the Conservancy, 
“and working with college students from different study areas is a  
wonderful opportunity for us to do that. At the same time, our  
nonprofit organization learns a great deal from the students regarding 
how we can further engage their generation in caring for the land.  
We are grateful for the UWL Environmental Studies Program for the 
connection it provides us to students of diverse backgrounds.”

“Environmental Studies 
students have worked with 
the Conservancy to sponsor 
climate reading discussion 
groups, nature writing work-
shops, Aldo Leopold events, 
and literary reviews for the 
Conservancy’s “Wild Reads” 
web page. Although students 
design and lead events for the 
Conservancy, they inevitably 
remark on the reciprocity of 
their learning experience,” 
said Kelly Sultzbach (above), 
director of the Environmental 
Studies Program.

Daniel Weber graduated from 
UWL in December of 2021 with a 
major in Biology and a minor in 
Environmental Studies. He says the 
main “draw” to the program is that 
“it teaches you ways to be envi-
ronmentally responsible and why 
changes are needed.”

After his Environmental Studies 
capstone project with the Con-
servancy, Daniel reported being 
excited to share newly discovered 
nature preserves with friends. Here, 
Daniel and a friend proudly display 
their haul of garlic mustard from an 
afternoon of volunteering on their 
own in the woods at Sugar Creek 
Bluff. 
Photo courtesy of Daniel Weber
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John Lyons bushwhacked his way into the Devil’s Backbone nature  
preserve in Grant County for the first time in 2020. He wasn’t a member of 
the Conservancy at the time. He was curious because he knew the DNR 
fisheries expert who had reintroduced brook trout into Chase Creek 
in the early 2000s. As an avid angler and retired fisheries specialist and 
supervisor for the Wisconsin DNR, John knew what he was looking for, 
and he was happy with what he saw – a landscape that was healing and a 
brook trout population that was growing. Soon afterward,  
we received a donation from John.

When we called to thank him for his new sustaining membership, we 
were delighted to learn that his gift was inspired by his discovery and 
his special concern for one of the most unusual nature preserves you’ve 
helped us protect. John said he was pleased with the Conservancy’s  
efforts to conserve the Chase Creek watershed because “keeping the  
valley in healthy forests is essential to allow precipitation to soak into the 
soil and feed the many springs that keep Chase Creek cold, a critical step 
to help offset the threat of a warming climate.”

Lyons was hired as a fisheries research scientist with the Wisconsin 
Department of Natural Resources to work with resource managers to 
conserve and improve fish populations and their habitats. He eventually 
become a research supervisor, a position he held for more than 32 years 
until his retirement in 2017. When Lyons began with the DNR, he was 
also appointed as adjunct curator of fishes at the University of Wisconsin 
Zoological Museum, a position he presently holds and where he continues 
to study Wisconsin and Upper Midwest fishes.

More fish in  
the creek

John Lyons was born in New York 
City and grew up in the country near 
Poughkeepsie, NY, where he fished 
local streams and ponds and became 
fascinated with the natural world. John 
graduated with a BS in Biology from 
Union College in Schenectady, NY. He 
came to Madison for graduate school 
in 1979 where he received his MS and 
PhD in Zoology from UW–Madison.  

M O R E  W A Y S  T O  P R O T E C T  L A N D

Gifts of Stock 
Gifts of appreciated stock can save you taxes in two ways. They can help avoid pay-

ing capital gains tax on the increase in value of your stock, and you can receive a 

tax deduction for the full fair market value of the stock on the date of the gift. 

Planned Giving 
The Conservancy can be remembered in wills or living trusts through cash or  

property bequests. This is one of the simplest ways to make a future gift. 

Tax-free Distributions from your IRA 
If you are 701/2  or older, you can make a tax-free distribution from your traditional 

or Roth IRA to Mississippi Valley Conservancy. You can donate up to $100,000 each 

year without incurring income tax on your withdrawal. 

For more information, contact Carol Abrahamzon today at 608-784-3606 x4.
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Thanks to you, amazing 
things are happening.

Members of 2021
$10,000 & Above
Anonymous
John C. Bock Foundation
Pat Caffrey and Peg Zappen
Emily Campbell Bequest
Jim Fowler
Barbara and Donald Frank
Franciscan Sisters of  
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The PMG Foundation, Inc.  
   c/o Trust Point
Sue Anne Gelatt Foundation  
   c/o Trust Point
George and Sharon Kerckhove
La Crosse Community Foundation
Warren and Denise Loveland
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   La Crosse Community Foundation
Robert Ross
Rob and Kathie Tyser
David and Betty Van Dyke
David and Susan Weigandt
Nick and Yonok Zeller
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Pat and Bobbie Wilson
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Carol and Bill Abrahamzon
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Jim* and Jan Brady
Don and Cheryl Brenengen
Jennifer and Mark Brumm
Philip Burgess
Elizabeth Campbell
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Steve and Susan Carpenter
John and Sandra Castek
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Cornell University 
Jim* and Joyce Czajkowski

Dairyland Power Cooperative
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Tim and Linda Eisele
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Joan Filla
Robert and Barbara Fisher
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Mike and Kathy Giese
Gundersen Health System
Bud and Barb* Hammes
Mark Heberlein and  
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Mary Helgren and Richard Radek
Edwin and Nancy Hill
Timothy and Bridget Hill
Drake Hokanson and Carol Kratz
Joe and Deb Hooyman
Kirk Jacobson and Donna Pittman
J.F. Brennan
Tim and Regina Johnson
George and Carmeen Johnston
Kenneth and Deneen Kickbusch
Grear and Linda Kimmel
Maureen Kinney
Sue Knopf
Ralph Knudson and  
   Nancy Heerens-Knudson
Fred and Lou Anne Koerschner
Nancy Kroner
Barbara and Joseph Kruse
John and Louise Leary
Jean and Mark Ledman
Chuck and Linda Lee
Jeff and Patti Lokken
Mike and Carol Mader
Mayo Clinic Health System
Dick and Julie McGarry
David R. Morrison
Michael and Susan Mosling
Natural Resources Foundation  
   of Wisconsin, Inc.
Marilyn Nieckarz
Mike and Sylvia O’Brien
Organic Valley
Park Bank
People’s Food Cooperative, Inc.
Charles Peters
Kurt and Joan Peterson
Pledgeling Foundation
Michael Polelle
Peter and Ginny Quirin
Scott Reber and Marilyn Shultz
Daniel and Mary Reckase
Paul and Barbara Rusterholz
Patricia Schmid

Alan and Rosanne Schulz
Jeff and Kris Sexton
Tom and Sharon Sharratt
John Shillinglaw
Jim and Rose Sime
Fred and Jean Skemp
David and Gretchen Skoloda
Karen Steingraber and John Durbrow
Nancy Steinhoff
James Theler and Suzanne Harris
John and Pam Thiel
Craig and Mary Thompson
Robert and Judith Thompson
Audrey Uber
Keith and Lynne Valiquette
Mary Veldey
Edward and Roberta Walsh
Dorothy Wetterlin
Eric and Vicki Wheeler
Marc and Janet Williams
Wisconsin Land Fund 
Mary Veldey
Steve Ventura and Margaret Krome
Viroqua Area Foundation
Robert and Lori Wallock
Edward and Roberta Walsh
Pat and Bobbie Wilson
Xcel Energy

$500 - $999
Philip and Kathy Aaker
Brian and Joyce Abernathy
Dennis and Leslie Adams
Altra Federal Credit Union
Anonymous
Randall Bekkers and Laurie Harmon
Sara Bentley
Dianna Brown
Abbie Church
Cleary-Kumm Foundation
Jason Cleveland
Crawford County Community Fund
Davy Engineering Co.
James and Sue Dillenbeck
Jan Dressel
Steve and Ruth Dunn
The Elliott Family Fund of the  
   La Crosse Community  
   Foundation
Sr. Helen Elsbernd
Jim and Jan Gallagher
Philip and Melissa Gelatt
Dianne Greenley
Wendelin A. Guentner
Sigurd and Jean Ann Gundersen III
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   Glen Jenkins
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Larry Lebiecki and Anita Evans
Richard and Dorothy Lenard

Randy and Rita Magno
Andrew and Melonie Matchett
Milo and Beverly Mayer Mach Family  
   Fund of La Crosse Community  
   Foundation
Ursula Muehllehner
Mike Mulroy
Dr. James Munn
James and Phylis Munsch
Rebecca Naugler
Loran Nordgren
Allan and Katie Ohm
Harry and Sylvia Peterson
Allan Pischke
Steve Prosser
Pete and Barb Putnam
Raptor Research Center
John and Kathy Reinhart
Tom and Cindy Rhorer
Barbara Rice
Shelley Roberts and Dewey Moore
Darcy Rood
James and Kathryn Rozovics
Gerard Rugowski and Jayne Stokke
Jack and Judy Rusch
Dennis and Sharon Ryan
Robert and Carol Schmidt
Paul and Joan Schoenfeld
Jeri Sebo
Jessica Selby
Dr. Charles and Judy Shepard
shopdriftless.com
Michael Sigman and Kelly Krieg-Sigman
The Sinsinawa Dominicans
Brian Thorp
Rev. Allan and Carla Townsend
Trust Point, Inc.
Jonathan and Debera Uy
Judith Van Der Linden
Steve Ventura and Margaret Krome
Viroqua Area Foundation
Ken and Terry Visger
The Waterfall Family Foundation
Russ Wedeking
Leslie Wegener
Topf Wells and Sally Probasco
Douglas Wilson
Jane Wolff
Janet Wollam and Dana Fisher
Richard W. Yerkes

$250 - $499
217 on Main Air BnB 
John and Maureen Adams
Greg and Molly Aleckson
Anonymous
Steve Axon
Robert W. Baird & Co.
Dr. Vance Baker
Bill and Marsha Bateman
Dr. James and Peggy Baumgaertner
Beverly Bodine
Ann Brice and Bill Haviland
Michael Brown
Bonnie Buchman
Martin and Kathleen Buehler
Jac and Susan Bulk
Loren and Margaret Cade
Kristi and Frank Cadwell
Caitrine Callison
Charles and Diane Canniff
Castle La Crosse
Rebecca Christoffel and Andrew Williams
Tom Claflin
Tom and Mary Jo Clark
Kevin Corrado
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Lloyd and Mary Croatt
Thomas and Kimberley Culp
Curtis and Kristine Cvikota
David and Julie DeHart
Doris Doherty
Juliet Eyers
Ruth Frise
Andrea and Mark Fritts
Funk Family Fund of the La Crosse  
   Community Foundation
Ted Glasbrenner and Jenifer Strand
Robert and Becky Glesne
Ben Golden
Leonard and Helaine Greene
Amy Groskopf and Kent Turner
Sandy and Kurt Grunwald
Charles and Cheryl Hanson
Rick Hanson
Patricia Heizler and Aaron Berg
Gracie and Jeff Hohman
Mary and Robert Hubbard
Adam Huntington
Steven Isaac and Judy Olds
Dan and Joanne Jackson
Niels and Beth Jensen
Mill Creek Land & Cattle  
   Company, LLC
Chris and Jane Kerbaugh
Larry and Susan Kirch
Khris and Liz Kleba
Melinda Knutson and Dave Ford
Ann and Carl Korschgen
Al Kube
Jeffrey Kunzelman
Nola Larson
Fran Lee-Edwards and  
   John Edwards
Stephen and Cynthia Lenser
Lynne Leuthe
Lennie and Maria Lichter
David and Connie Long
Ted and Lisa Ludwig
James and Jean Lund
Sarah Martin
Kevin and Jenny McCoy
Robert and Patricia Mika
Griffin Moe
David and Sheila Momont
Tim Muehlfeld
Kathy Mydy and Craig Sallander
Jim and Ruth Nissen
Mandy Nogle
Norse Holding Group, Inc.

James and Donna Omernik
Tim Padesky and Tara Johnson
John and Cathy Pederson
Becky Post and Dave Maddocks
Diana Pray
Lee Rasch and Susan Fox
Respecting Choices
Jim Ringstrom
Mike and Kathy Ripp
Jim and Diane Rogala
Michael Ross
Chris Saudek
Jed and Melanie Schaller
Marc and Sue Schultz
Don and Dee Dee Sims
Bonnie Sokolov
Vanee Songsiridej
Jeanne Specht
Dennis and Betsy Stannard
Debra Stantic
Andrew and Sara Strassman
Kevin and Brandi Strong
Tom and Jane Treglowne
Mark and Marilyn Webster
Mary Westlund
Joanne and Michael White
Levi Wood
Krysten Zummo

$100 - $249
Julie Abrahamzon and TJ Clark
Karen Acker
Rhonda Akeson
Rebecca Alm
Patricia Amsrud
David and Janine Andersen
Raymond and Jodi Andersen
Anonymous
Pamela Arneson
Arie Bachmann
Terry Baier
Valerie Bailey-Rihn and David Rihn
Jim and Marlene Bannen
Bruce and Kathy Bartel
Tom and Kathy Barth
Craig and Mary Bartos
Laurie Bartz
Judy Bautch
Howard and Katherine Bell
Dr. Bill and Heidi Bender
Ruthann Benson*
Sister Sharon Berger
Big River Magazine

Gary and Susan E Biron
David Blackey
Buzz Bocher and Pat O’Hara
Patricia Boge
Benjamin Bomkamp
Sarah Bratnober
Kara Breems
Peg Brenneke
Dan and Jane Brodrick
Trevor Brown
Deborah Buffton and  
   Stephen Minnema
David Burbach
Dave and Jean Burgess
James and Mary Busch
Duncan J. Cameron
Forrest and Leigh Carlson
Marianne and Patrick Carolan
LaRene Carpenter
Stephanie Carroll
Mark and Minda Chamberlain
Joan Christopherson-Schmidt
Jerry Cleveland
Dr. John Cochran and  
    Margaret Grenisen
Dr. Mark and Jeanne Connelly
John and Lisa Conzemius
Ken Cornish
Coulee Health
Coulee Region Land Surveyors
Timothy Cox
Crawford County Title Services, Inc
Kathleen Crittenden
Dawn Culver
Bill and Eileen Daily
Barb and Larry Dalton
Barb and Joe Dalton
Steven Davis
Barb Davis
Douglas Dawson
Sharon DeCicco
Samuel Deetz
Daniel and Betsy DeGier
Anna DeMers
Susan Des Rosiers and  
   David Stickler
Ruth and Daniel Devitt
Michael and Carmen DeYoe
Dawn Drake
Mary Dresser
The Driftless Angler
Joseph and Robin Edmunds
Ms. Joey Esterline and  

   Scott Giraud
Gladys Eternicka
Extreme Driftless
Ron and Bonnie Falch
Louise Fawcett
Paul Felion
Mary Fillner
Janet and Theodore Finn
Kristen Foehner
Chuck and Debbie Forer
Mark and Kati Forsythe
Dr. Robert and Maureen Freedland
Anita Froegel
Sandra Frost
Joyce Fulford
JoAnn Funk and Steven Marking
John Gaddo and Nancy North
Mary Ellen Gallagher
Ned and Carol Gatzke
Jeff and Elaine George
David and Abigail Gerzema
Tom and Ann Gibbons
Kelly Gibson
Terry and Norma Gilbertson
Karl and Bonnie Gilbertson
Drs. James and Jo Glasser
Beth Glidewell
Becky Goche and Cheryl Groom
Mary Jane Greenewald
Bill and Kathy Gresens
Lee and Rose Grosskreutz
Chris Gruendeman
Mark and Ann Grunwald
Ole and Judy Gulbrandsen
Chuck and Carmen Gustafson
Rev. Ronald and Merle Gustafson
Peter and Janice Gutierrez
Jon and Kathy Hageseth
John Halbrehder and  
   Carolyn Diekmann
Kim Hammer
Joe Hammes
Andrea Hansen
Mike Hanson
Karen and Bud Hanson
Dale and Jean Harger
Vince and Janice Hatt
Paul and Philia Hayes
Ralph and Joann Heath
Alan Hecht and Kristin Swanson
Richard and Jane Heiden
Mary Ann Hein
Amy Heuslein

In memory of an advocate for health  
and conservation
Barb Hammes 1950-2021

Barb Hammes was a trailblazer in her career and in her community. Her life was 
dedicated to advocating for women’s health worldwide and for the environment. 
She sought to leave a better world for her grandchildren and future generations. 
After becoming a Conservancy member more than 20 years ago, she was among 
those who attended to the development of our young regional land conserva-
tion organization. She served two terms on the Board of Directors and as chair of 
the Board Governance Committee. 

With deep gratitude, we thank Bud Hammes for founding the Barb Hammes  
Stewardship Fund for Driftless Area Lands in memory of Barb. “The only power our thoughts have  

is the power we give them.” ~ Joseph Goldstein



2021 Annual Report 17

Betty Heuslein
Joan Higgins and Carl Herrmann
Bob and Karen Hillary
Lorne Hillier
Betsy Chris Holland
Kevin Horvath
Bob and Marilyn Hurt
Martha and Peter Huser
Christopher Hyatt and  
   Tisha Sandberg
C. Iremonger and C. Van Schaik
Tim and Lisa Jacobson
Wayne Jacobson
Jim and Linda Jenkins
Jackie Joday
Tom and Patty Johnson
Leta Johnson
Bill and Catherine Johnson
Kent and Lee Johnson
Janis Jolly
Bob and Mary Jothen
Justin Trails Resort LLC
Gerald Kann
Mark and Jacqueline Kartman
Tom and Annemarie Kasper
Karen and Michael Keil
Roger and Mary Kerr
Andrew Khitsun
Ron and Tawni Kind
Genevieve Kirchman
Dennis and Alice Kirschbaum
Dr. Fredric and Marion Kleinberg
Butch and Lola Kleinsmith
Allison Kleist
Darci Knapp
John and Linda Knight
Karen Knox
Lynn Konsela
Stephen and Barbara Kozerowitz
Eric Kraemer and Francine Klein
Dennis and Sharon Krumenauer
Lars and Marit Kulleseid
John Kussmaul
Kwik Trip
Rick and Mary Kay Lange
Rebecca Larsen
Randy and Nancy Larson
Ken and Lois Larson
Joel Lazinger
Seamus Leahy and Lisa Zinzow
Steven LeJeune
Todd and Donna Lensing

Jeremy Lenth
Michael Lenzendorf
Thomas and Margaret Ley
Carolyn Lindeman
Peter Linnert
Fred Lintelmann
Mary Linville
Sandra Locher
Stephen and Cheryl Loehr
Laurie Logan and Alice Bachop
David Ludington
Ronald Luethe
Tom Lukens and Pam Saunders
John Lyons
Helen MacGregor
Ron Malzer and  
   Margaret Dihlmann-Malzer
Gretchen Manthei
Ellen Martell
William and Candace Marx
Mark and Wendy Mattison
Dr. Mark McConnell
Lorraine McIlraith
Barbara McPeak
Kim Mello
Dave Mertins
Cindy Mettille
Lance and Carol Meyer
Katharine Meyer
Christopher Michaels
La Verne Michalak
Barbara Miller
Chris D. Miller
Christan Miller
Denise Milton
Moen Sheehan Meyer
John Monson
Beth Moore
Kurt and Mary Mueller
Paul Mueller
Holly Mueller
Cecilia and Jared Mullenbach
Robert and Kathryn Mulliner
Jan and John Munson
Martin and Pam Murphy
Neil and Linda Nelson
Susan Nesbit
Tom and Lori Nigon
Dale and Connie Norris
Florence Novak
Gregory and Theresa Nowacki
Alex and Jill O’Brien

Darrin O’Brien
Jane O’Laughlin
Rita Oldenburg
Jen and Brett Osgood
Karen Ostrander
Winston and Cheryl Ostrow
Florence L. Overgard
Steven and Connie Overholt
Palmer Abstract Inc.
Dale Pasell
Andy and Laura Patten
Marilyn Pedretti
Peoples State Bank
Jill Peterson
Russell and Rita Peterson
Justin and Beth Piggush
Darrell and Darlene Pofahl
Laurel Porter
Ross and Stephanie Porter, Jr.
Prairie Rod & Gun Club
Larry and Sherry Quamme
Steven and Martha Querin-Schultz
Robert and Mary Ragan
Mary Reber
Leah Reimann
George and Marjorie Renner
David and Kathryn Rice
Jeanenne Richardson
Roger Richter
Paul Ricker
Lynn Rider
John and Nancy Rieder
Lucas Rioux-Maldague
Craig Roberts and Mark Nofsinger
Cam and Carlene Roberts
Mike and Ellen Rosborough
Adam and Lori Rosenstein
Aisha Rosh
Roger Roslansky
Brooks Rownd
Brian and Karen Rude
Gary and Jean Ruhser
John Sacia
Kenny and Mary Kay Salwey
Nancy Schermerhorn
Gary and Susan Schettle
Randy and Marian Schiesser
Thomas and Mary Schilling
Jane Schley
David and Joan Schlueter
Jerry Schmidt and Christine Kelley
Robin Schmidt

Michael and Karen Schultz
William Schultz
Jacob Sciammas
Glenn and Lila Seager
Laura A Seielstad
Marty Sellers and Nancy Hartje
Keli Shapiro
Sharon Sharp and Doug McVey
Barry and Ruby Shaw
Linda Sherwood
Larry Shingleton and Mary Frohnauer
Freddie Shird and Joanne Adragna Shird
Scott Sinks
Dr. Samuel  and Jean Skemp
Larry Skendzel
Dave and Barb Skogen
Kelly Slentz
Larry and Carolyn Sleznikow
Grant Smith
Mya Smith
Brent Smith
John and Joanne Smith
Kurt and Mary Margaret Smith
Jonathan Specht
Kathy Spelker
Mark Spiess
David Spriggs and Nancy Gerlach
Dr. Dave Springer
BJ Stanley
Mary Stefanski
Jeff and Tammy Stegemeyer
Neil and Susan Steiner
John and Jean Sterling
Mark Sterling
Rick Stewart and Lori Schams
Michael Stewart and Angela Stewart-Kick
Edgar Storey and Wanda DuCharme
Tom and Michele Strange
Mary Rose Strasser-Colclough and  
   Bill Colclough
Michael and Patricia Strittmater
Shel and Ann Stromquist
Jeffrey Strong
Brian and Janice Strupp
John and Elizabeth Sullivan
Kelly Sultzbach
Susan Swingen
Peter Tabor
Eric Thompson and  
   Mary Graziano
Jeffrey Thompson and  
   Sandra Romagnoli-Thompson
Meredith Thomsen

In memory of a conservationist who showed 
the way with his own land
James Francis “Jim” Brady 1943-2021

We are deeply saddened by the loss of our friend Jim Brady. Jim served as chair 
of our Land Protection & Management Committee for several years, where he 
typically showed up with home-baked treats from his wife, Jan.  
He walked the talk by putting a conservation easement on his 400-acre  
farm and implementing numerous erosion control features to protect soil and 
water. Jim and Jan were famous for turning Jim’s annual easement monitoring 
assignments into picnic outings. He regularly accompanied Jan to assist with 
volunteer projects in the Conservancy office, too.  
 
We continue to be inspired by Jim’s conservation leadership.



Bhaj Townsend
Michelle Trautsch
Jon and Peggy Traver
Jennifer Trendel
Tricor
Mary Tronick
Craig and Pam Ubbelohde
Thomas Van Der Linden and  
   Jean Silberman
Joseph Van Moer
Andrea Van Sickle
Laura VanderLei and  
   Matthew Kubly
Larry Vangen
Unja Varnum
Verve, a credit union
Theresa Vick
Abby Volkman
Joan Volkmann
Ken Von Ruden
Stephen  and Katherine Webster
Connie Weedman
Scott Weier
Ken Weinberg
Al and Jane Wernecke
Suzanne West
John Wetzel
Jim and Jean White
Bonnie Wideman
Gary and Amy Wiegel
Ruth and Marc Williams
James and Marcia Ann Wine
Bill Wingen and Barb Chaney
James Wiswall
Margaret and Daryl Wood
Tim Wucherer
Pat Wuttke
Mary Yahle
Joan Yeatman
John and Ev Yungerberg
Roger and Carol Ziff
Linda Zoerb
Patricia Zummo

$50 - $99
Kay Adams and Jack Fleig
Therese Ahlers
Rick and Barb Albrechtson
David and Marie Allen
Ronald and Therese Amel
James and Debra Ames
Shirley Anderson
Anonymous
Joyce Arthur
Connie Arzigian
James and Carolyn Bagniewski
Linda Baier
Frank and Irene Barmore
Tim and Peg Baxter
Terry Benson
Robin Bernacchi
Mary Lou Biddlestone
William and Judith Blank
Edward F. Block
Karen Boardman
Osbaldi Boekhoudt
Michael Boerger
Carmen Boucher
Joseph Brandt
Tom Brindley
Craig and Sandy Brooks
Sue Buck
Michael and Marge Buncak
Nancy Burgett
Thomas Byerly
Don and Louise Campbell
Carol Cantwell
Kathleen Carlyle
Pat Cavadini
John and Paulette Cesario

The Charmant
Catherine Chybowski
Karen Claus
John and Ardus Cleveland
Susan H. Colliton
Diane Conrath
Crawford County Farm Bureau
Ken and Val Critzman
Christine Damrow
Frank Davis
Peter Day
Paul and Becky DeGarmo
Jennifer J. Dieck
Fred Dike
Bill and Anita Doering
Donna’s Daughters
Driftless Café
Sandra Drobnick
Peter Duerkop
Leo and Marie Dummer
Jane Duren
Greg and Diane Egan
Karen Ekiss
Steven and Kathryn Engber
John and Kathy Engh
Mark and Jan Eriksen
Anna Fanning
Thomas and Jean Farrell
Bruce Ferguson
Mark and Roxanna Flaten
David and Barbara Foye
Ellen M. Frantz
Dr. Sharon Fuller
Michael and Gretchen Geary
Elizabeth George and Paul Voytas
Paul and Natalie Geyer
Tom Gianoli
Shawn Giblin
Karen Gill
Judith Gill
Lana Goldsmith
Brian Gray
Don Greengrass
Herbert Grimek
Sheila Guilfoyle
Werner and Dianna Haas
Julie Haas
Brian and Julie Hagan
Cindy and Paul Halter
Stephanie Hanna and  
   Gregory Siemens
Katherine Hanson
David and Doreen Haroldson
Josephine Harter
Peter Hartman
Paul and Bernadette Hayes
Jaime Healy
William and Deborah Hiller
Derek and Cheryl Hilst
Harry and Jean Hindson
Randy Hoard
Dave and Patsy Hofer
Jane Holzhauer
Curtis Hottinger
Jeff Houser and Beth Mullen-Houser
James and Jane Hulke
Elisabet Ibach
Jan and Mariellen Janiszewski
Jodi Jansky
Jacqueline Jensen
Heather Jett
Mike Johnson
Melanie Johnson
Trudy Johnson
Sherry Kane Johnsrud
Jack and Ellen Kallies
Sr. Karen Kappell
Maude Kettenmann
Rebecca Kirchman
Kathryn Kleist

Ruth Ann Knapp
Cara Knothe
Kathleen Knox
Kevin and Dianne Koch
Rita Koch Thometz
Henry and Nancy Kokke
Nicholas and Sarah Korte
Gloria Kowalski
Jamie Kozelka
Mark and Leanne Kruse
Richard Lagerman
Ann Larkin and Paul Owecke
Patricia LaRue
Pat and Jill Laughlin
Edward and Bonita Laxton
Brenda Leahy and Michael Slevin
Scott and Judy Lee
Sondra LeGrand
Dr Jack and Joyce Lockhart
Kay MacNeil
Diane Martinek
Edward Mathwig
James McCormick
Don and Patty McCrery
Mary McGrath
Gladys McLenahan
Gene and Carolyn McNurlen
Molly Meister
Andrea Mekkelson
Mary Menne
Bob Michelson
Mary Monsoor
Jerome Mooney Photography LLC
Jim and Barb Moorhead
Brenda Murray
Julie Nelson and Ross Seymour
Greg and Laura Nessler
Calvin and Joyce Oium
Jessie Olson
Jed Olson
Keith Organ
Lloyd Ostby II
Randy Palmer
John Paradowski
Julie Paradowski
Gilbert Paradowski
Michael Paradowski
Eugene Patterson
Ray and Ilene Pavelko
Robert and Eloise Pearson
Mark and Megan Pedretti
Craig and Alli Pierce
Kevin Pifer
David and Lynne Polodna
George Potaracke
Thomas and Jacqueline Rand
Frances Rivoire
Daniel Roane
Richard and Joan L Romeyn
Jo Ronning
Arden and Penny Ross
Rotary Club of La Crosse -  
   After Hours
Michelle Rourke
Kevin and Anna Ryan
Carol Sagan
Firman and Cheryl Schiebout
Robert and Linnea Schieche
Schmidty’s
Val Schute and Deb Prath-Schute
Sandy Sechrest
William Sharp
Carl and Denise Shedivy
Mark and Krista Sherin
Sierra Printing Co.
Kenneth and Paula Silha
James A. Sill
Steve and Manyu Simpson
Cindy Sinram
Kelly Skaff
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Lucy Slinger
James Smith
The Smith Joint Rev Living Trust
Art and Pat Soell
Laurie Stalling
Rob and Sara Stelloh
Kathy Stevenson and Dave Alderman
Richard and Pamela Strauss
Susan Strehl
Bradley and Lynn Sturm
Paul Taylor
Richard and Marcia Thompson
Mary Thro
Brett Townsend
Treklist Adventures
Matt Urch and Sara Martinez
UW Health Medical Foundation
Elizabeth Valela Beauchamp
Rebecca Van Ness
Tammy Vande Voort
Diane and Bill Waller
Jan and Lori Waller
Susan Wellnitz
Simon and Theresa Widstrand
Monica Wiebke
Mary Wisneski
Morgan Wiswall
Wanda and John Wochos
Bart Zeeh and Michelle Kirchman
Kristi Ziegler

Under $50
Chris and Deborah Abrahamson
Anonymous
Mary Elise Antoine
Constance Arneson*
Nancy Ashby
Kevin and Betty Baird
Judith Bebow
The Bee Huggers
Dennis and Joyce Beekman
Juliana Besenbruch
Cynthia Betsinger
Willie and Katie Bittner
Jill Blackbourn
Paula Boss
Stephanie Brandt
Sarah Brandt
George and Judy Brockman
Patricia Burger
Howard Cameron
Dan Campbell
John and Penny Cejka
Charles and Regina Chihak
Deb Congdon
Dancing Waters
Layne and Susan David
Jim and Janel Dean
Terry Derchia
Marcus and Judy Doolittle
Anne Drecktrah
Drifty’s Canoe Rental
Sasha Dull
Kathy Dummer
Jennifer Duston
Carolyn Dvorak
Bryan Eagle
Scott and Wendy Evert
Melani Fay
Garth Frable
Eric and Betty Frydenlund
Patrick and Mary Gasser
Ted and Val Glotfelty
Dave Hackett and Ellen Brooks
Dale Hadler
Richard and Patricia Hamann
Jean Hennessy
Rebecca Henry
The Historic Fortney
Pat Hollingsworth



Annonymous
Patricia Amsrud
Dave Bange
Allan Beatty
Sara Bentley
Thomas Boston*
Jim* and Jan Brady
Dianna Brown
Kurt Brownell*
Mark and Jennifer Brumm
Deborah Buffton and 
   Stephen Minnema
David Burbach
Ed Burgess
Tom Byerly
Frank and Kristi Cadwell
Pat Caffrey and Peg Zappen
Emily Campbell*
Susan and Steven Carpenter
Abigail Church 
Susan Colliton
Dean and Phylis Dempsey*
Jen and Andrew Erickson
Robert and Barbara Fisher
Jim Fowler
Barbara and Donald Frank
DK Franson
David* and Nancy Goode
M. Jane Greenewald
Kim Hammer
Ed Hill
Lin and Todd Huffman
Tim Jacobson
Maggie Jones and David Linton
George and Sharon Kerckhove
Maureen Kinney

Sue Knopf and Jim Rothwell*
Carl and Ann Korschgen
Al and Carol* Kube 
John and Louise Leary
Mark and Jean Ledman
Chuck and Linda Lee
Lennie and Maria Lichter
Ron and Aileen* Luethe
Rita McGaughey*
Richard and Jan* Meloy
David Morrison
Pamela and Martin Murphy
Jim Murry
Kathy Neidert
Stephen and Mary Peck
Allan Pischke
Ron and Jane Rada
Brian and Christine Reynolds
Mike and Kathy  Ripp
Gerard Rugowski and  
   Jayne Stokke
Kenny and Mary Kay Salwey
Gary and Susan Schettle
Marc and Sue Schultz
Tom and Michelle Strange
Mary Strassser
Sue Strehl
Craig Thompson
Eric Thompson and  
   Mary Graziano
Keith and Lynne Valiquette
David and Betty VanDyke
Janet Wollam and Dana Fisher
Nick and Yonok Zeller

*Deceased
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We thank  
these generous  

organizations for 
their support in 

2021.
conseRvAtion PARtneRs

PLATINUM 

Dahl Automotive

Franciscan Sisters of Perpetual Adoration

Vendi Advertising

GOLD 

American Transmission Company

Associated Bank

Fowler & Hammer General Contractors

J.F. Brennan Company, Inc.

Organic Valley

SILVER

3 Amigos Property Management

Dairyland Power Cooperative

F.J. Robers Co., LLC

Gundersen Health System

Mayo Clinic Health System

People’s Food Cooperative

CONSERVATION SUPPORTERS 

Advertising Concepts

Altra Financial Advisors

DuraTech Industries

Extreme Driftless LLC

Johns, Flaherty & Collins, SC

Johnson Block and Company CPAs

Mid-West Family Broadcasting

Prairie Moon Nursery

Robert W. Baird & Co.

Seven Rivers Signarama 

Shopdriftless.com

Trust Point, Inc.

Verve, a Credit Union

Viroqua Area Foundation

Wegner CPAs

WKBT/News 8 Now

The Stewardship Circle 

Members of this special group 
of Conservancy supporters have 
made a lasting commitment 
to land protection through a 
variety of estate-planning tools. 
These include bequests in a will 
or trust, charitable gift annui-
ties, charitable remainder trusts, 
IRA designations, and gifts of 
life insurance. 

Please consider joining this 
dedicated group of conser-
vationists today by making 
Mississippi Valley Conservancy 
a part of your legacy plan.

Nicole Horihan
Megen Kabele
Bill Katra
Heidi Keuler
Odean and Jan Kieser
Marian Korn
Ernest Kramer
James and Maxine Kroner
Allison Krzych
Lucas Kuntz
James and Andrea Larson
Megan Leadholm
Stanley Ledebuhr
Shirley Maceachern
Magpie Gelato
Kathy Martin
Maybe Lately’s  
   Food and More
Kathryn Mayer
Robert and Patricia   
   McLoone
John and Dee Medinger
Russell and Kathleen Meyer
Mike Mooney and Sara     
   Anderson-Mooney
Doug Moore
Benjamin Morris
Mark Mosey
Louis and Christy Mougin
Mount Trempealeau  
   Corporation
Mary Mullen
Matthew Neil
Mary O’Brien
Sharon Odahl
Mark Oehler

John Osmundsen
Sandy Pankratz
John Papenfuss
Susan Pehmoeller
Mindy Petersen
Paul Phillips
Ed Pilmonas
Christine Pomerening
MaryEllen Prinsen
Ron and Katherine  
   Quamme
Mattie Rademacher
Brian and Annake  
   Ramsey
Randy and Michelle Rank
Paul and Karla Reyerson
Bessie Richardson
Shannon Roberts
Stu and Char  
   Robertshaw
Leslie and Sue Ross
Rochelle Rusch
Emile and Marcia Salvo
Larry Schalk
Kim Schmelz
Allen Blake Sheldon
Barbara Sherwood
Tom and Janine Skemp
Nancy and Donald Smith
Barbara Smith
David Spildie
Stuart Stotts
Mary Sullivan
Dr. John and  
   Rachel Teske
Dan Thoftne

Dr. Mark and Theresa  
   Thompson
Vernon Vineyards
Viroqua Food Co-op
Kathie Vongroven
Penny West
Jean Willer
Robert B. Wish
Wonderstate Coffee
Ric and Betty Zarwell
John F. Zoerb

*Deceased in 2021

In Honor 
Carol Abrahamzon
Will Agger
Therse Ahlers
John Auby
Allan Beatty
Gretchen Benjamin &  
   Joe Pfeiffer wedding
Sarah Bratnober
Tony & Reese Brenengen
Abbie Church
Mary Donovan
Knox Farm Term Reunion
Sarah McIlvane
Dewey Moore and  
   Doug Wilson
Jon Popelka
Alejandro Puig
Mildred “Millie” Roesler
Rick & Eric Schermerhorn
John Selby and  
   Denise Dipert

In Memory
Constance Arneson
Mary Helen Block
Tom Boston
Bill Brady
Jim Brady
Kurt Brownell
Jim Czajkowski
Family Farmers who  
   cared for the land
Duane L. Hammer
Barb Hammes
Leonard & Alberta Kick
Roger LaRue
Michael Mackler
Jackie Olson
Nate Pischke
Tony Scholze
Donelda Ronayne  
   Wagner Stokes
Thomas Zeeh
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Like us on Facebook for more news!

Mississippi Valley Conservancy is a 
regional, nonprofit land trust based in  
La Crosse, Wisconsin. The Conservancy has 
permanently conserved 22,057 acres of 
blufflands, prairies, wetlands, streams, and 
farmlands in and around the Mississippi, 
Kickapoo, and Wisconsin Rivers since its 
founding in 1997. Over 5,000 acres are 
open to the public for hiking, bird watch-
ing, hunting, fishing, photography, and 
snowshoeing.

Board of Directors
Sue Dillenbeck, President
Gretchen Benjamin, Vice President
Roy Campbell, Treasurer
Bob Fisher, Secretary
Allan Beatty
Pat Caffrey
Barbara Frank (Emerita)
Don Frank (Emeritus)
Philip Gelatt (Emeritus)
Laurie Harmon
Drake Hokanson
John Kelly 
Maureen Kinney
Dave Lange
Dorothy Lenard
Beth Piggush
Freddy Ragan
Mike Ripp
Dave Skoloda
Pam Thiel
Craig Thompson (Emeritus)
Steve Ventura
Tim Wucherer

Staff
Carol Abrahamzon, Executive Director
Abbie Church, Conservation Director
Chris Kirkpatrick, Conservation Specialist
Krysten Zummo, Conservation Associate
Zac Millbrand, Stewardship Coordinator
Levi Plath, Land Manager
Siena Muehlfeld, Restoration Coordinator
Nancy Larson, Finance & Operations Mgr
Leanne Kruse, Development Coordinator
Sarah Bratnober, Communications Director
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We have exciting  
news to share!
Join us for our 25th annual  
member meeting to find out  
what’s in store for our  
anniversary year.* 
(hint: our most impactful project ever)  

Everyone is welcome to this online event on 
Saturday, March 26th! *Watch for details coming soon.

Mark your calendar for outdoor fun in 2022! 
You’re invited to all these family-friendly walks, hikes, outdoor and 
online activities. Get to know the land you’ve helped to protect. 

February 12 Valentine’s Snowshoe Hike La Crosse River Conservancy, Onalaska 
April 24 Trail Trek Challenge 2022 Kick-off       Earth Fair – Myrick Park, La Crosse 
May 7 International Migratory Bird Walk Sugar Creek Bluff, Crawford County
June 4 Wildflower Identification Walk  Boscobel Bluffs, Grant County
July 10 Driftless Geology Walk La Crosse Blufflands, La Crosse County
September 10 Mushroom Foray Romance Woods, Vernon County
October 10 Stargazing Hike Tunnelville Cliffs, Vernon County

Event dates and locations are subject to changes. To receive updates and reminders, sign up for our e-newsletter at the 
bottom of our website at www.mississippivalleyconservancy.org.  “Like” us on Facebook for more updates.


