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 There’s no denying that things are changing.
Heavy-rain events have risen 37 percent in the Midwest since the 1950s, and the magnitude of 

river floods is steadily increasing.* If these trends become the new normal, Wisconsin’s Driftless 

Area may be changed forever.
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Conservation in a changing world
want to share with you something I’ve been thinking about 
more and more. This past summer, the farm I live on with my 
husband was surrounded by water. The roads were washed out, 
the fields submerged. Streambanks eroded. Fields were filled 

with rubble from streambeds – making it difficult to plow and plant. 

Yet we were lucky compared to neighbors and many in the Driftless 
Area of Wisconsin and throughout the Midwest. 

Extreme weather caused massive flooding, deep cut 
erosion, and ruined farm crops. Thousands of acres 
were submerged, with countless loss of life for wildlife 
and farm animals. Community members’ lives have 
been upended, compounding farm stress and accelerat-
ing farm bankruptcies – the highest since 2011.

It’s been heart wrenching.

Then, this past fall, The National Audubon Society 
released a sobering report noting that two-thirds of 
our North American birds are now at risk of extinc-
tion within the next 50 to 80 years due to climate 
change. That follows another report documenting the 
loss of three billion birds in the last 50 years due, in 
large part, to loss of habitat and pesticides. 

I don’t know about you, but for me, this can feel 
overwhelming. 

I’ve raised my family here. My ties to the land and 
the community run deep. I love this place, and it’s 
agonizing to watch it face a future of more extreme 

weather, loss of farms and habitat, and community stress. 

Yet I have found that I’m not alone. Almost everyone I talk to sees 
the impact of climate change and wants to take action.

And so, just as we have in the past, Mississippi Valley Conservancy 
is stepping up to the plate, in partnership with you, to make the 
changes we need to conserve the lands, waters, and communities 
we love. We recognize that climate change is one of the greatest 
challenges we face as a society, and we have an ethical responsibility 
to address it. It has to be addressed with a long-term vision,  
leadership and imagination. 

I A message from 
Carol Abrahamzon, 
Executive Director

We recognize  
that climate 
change is one  
of the greatest 
challenges we  
face as a society, 
and we have  
an ethical  
responsibility  
to address it. 
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Addressing climate change must become part of our commitment to 
conserve land for generations. We know it means rethinking how we 
approach long-term conservation, and there’s good news. 

Our response must be twofold: protecting land that pulls carbon 
from the atmosphere and reducing our fossil fuel consumption  
and emissions.

Research from The Nature Conservancy has documented that if we 
act soon, natural climate solutions – the forests, prairies, and farm-
land that we already have right here in the Driftless Area – can help 
absorb up to 21% of atmospheric carbon dioxide (one of the gases 
causing the overheating of our planet) if they are managed to do so. 

These landscapes function as “carbon sinks” that trap excess atmo-
spheric carbon dioxide to help meet our climate goals. 

We have an opportunity to work with farmers and community 
members to conserve healthy woodlands and manage farmlands to 
absorb carbon and become more resilient. With your continued 
support, we’ll  protect our sweeping prairies filled with deep-rooted 
grasses that sequester carbon from the atmosphere and explore how 
renewable energy can help pollinators and enhance farm viability. 

People in our community are asking for our help, and because of 
you, we will be able to do just that. We’re at a critical juncture and 
we must position ourselves as both protectors of priority lands, wa-
ters, and habitat and as problem-solvers in helping meet renewable 
energy and energy conservation needs.

I feel optimistic about conservation and our communities in the 
Driftless Area. The realities of climate change can feel overwhelming 
and isolating. There’s no doubt about that. But it’s people like you 
who give me, and all of us who care, the courage to face them with  
the compassion and creativity needed to address the urgent call to 
action. It’s something we can do together. Thank you. 

Together in conservation,

Carol Abrahamzon, 
Executive Director
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Together we can 
sow resilience and together we can reap a 
future filled with nature. 

  You’re blazing the trail to climate protection. 
Thanks to you, we are already protecting our climate with nature-based solutions that include 

conservation and management of forests, prairies, and farmland. Together, we can go further.

Ph
ot

o 
co

ur
te

sy
 o

f T
om

 R
ho

re
r



 6 Mississippi Valley Conservancy

More than 190  
species of birds have 
used the wooded 
ridges and draws 
of Lennie and Ma-

ria Lichter’s woodland property in 
Monroe County during the past 43 
years. Lennie’s careful records also 
list 150 species of wildflowers and 
33 mammal species seen there. 
Thanks to the Lichters, their land 
will continue to serve its natural 
community, and the rest of the 
planet, far into the future.

More Land Protected

101
 a c r e s

The Milwaukee 
couple that has 
permanently 
conserved this 
ridgetop property 

in Vernon County has learned 
more than they ever imagined 
from the experience of own-
ing and caring for their land. 
They’ve learned a great deal 
from the organic farmer who 
rents their fields and the con-
servation workshops they’ve 
attended. Most satisfying is 
sharing their love for the land 
with their visiting grandchildren.

97
 a c r e s

150
 a c r e s

As witnesses to 
encroaching  
development 
and the damag-
ing effects of 

severe weather in recent years, 
Gene and Patti Amsrud knew 
the thriving natural community 
on their Vernon County land 
needed protection. Their property 
is exceptionally diverse, with 
large, mature open-grown oak 
and shagbark hickory through-
out. Such oak woodland is now 
considered critically imperiled 
in Wisconsin.
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A generous land-
owner has protect-
ed 74 acres adja-
cent to another 51  
conserved acres –

both along the banks of the  
La Crosse River, near West Salem. 
The resulting 125 acres of pro-
tected land offer farm fields and 
water protection for an area that 
has little remaining undeveloped 
land. A forested hill on the newly 
protected land includes large 
bur oaks and an understory that 
includes bluestem and prairie 
spiderwort.

74
 a c r e s

When Mark Hein 
protected his land 
adjacent to his 
parents’ protected 
land, 480 acres 

became a permanently protected 
corridor in the Beaver Creek  
watershed of Trempealeau County. 
The property includes prime 
farmland plus intact oak wood-
land habitat for blue-winged 
warblers, ruffed grouse, fishers, 
bobcats, and black bears. Mark 
and Anne-Marie Hein are leading 
by example with a land ethic that 
will be passed on to their children 
(left).

120
 a c r e s

Much improved 
access to our Apple 
Valley Bluff nature 
preserve is now 
available, thanks 

to a second gift of land from  
Robert Graw and Thomas Johnson, 
owners of T & D II Real Estate 
Investments, LLC.  Their first gift 
was the land that constitutes the 
orginal 20-acre nature preserve.  
Popular for hiking, hunting, 
and bird watching, the land also 
offers wildlife habitat and storm 
water protection for the Town of 
Onalaska.

6
 a c r e s
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More protected land means  
increasing responsibilities.
 

Mississippi Valley Conservancy is committed to strong fiscal health.  
The financial summary above is based on the complete financial audit that 
was conducted by Wegner CPAs. Their full report is available on our  
website or by contacting us at 608-784-3606.

Every protected property requires an investment of scientific, legal, and 
administrative resources to assess, document, and monitor the health of 
the land. Fundraising and education efforts require time and resources 
to create awareness among landowners and keep the community engaged.

Your support makes it all possible.

FY 2018–19 Expense Allocation
Total Expenses $640,593

Land Protection $  239,282

Land Management 159,488

Outreach & Education 154,116

Core Mission Support 87,707

Total Expenses $ 640,593

Land Protected since 1997
20,838 acres and growing!

Expense Allocation

86% 
Program

FY 2018–19 Fundraising & Revenue
Total Revenue $1,024,477 (unrestricted)

Investment Income $      118,383

Special Events 48,374

Grants & Endowments 96,550

Contributions 560,182

Released from Restrictions 200,988

Total Revenue $ 1,024,477

14%
Core Mission 
Support

0
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 You’re connecting people with the land.
Diverse experiences offer new doorways to community health and conservation.  Gardening, 

foraging, stargazing, forest bathing, and citizen science were just some of the free public 

opportunities you helped us offer this year.  These connections create care for the land.
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Protecting the climate requires 
greater commitment.

his year we’ve formed a Climate Change Workgroup that 
includes Conservancy staff, board members, and other  
Conservancy members. This group first had to answer two 
key questions:

How can we help natural communities be resilient and thus able to 
accommodate climate change?

How can our conserved lands be used to attack the primary cause 
of climate change (human-generated carbon emissions)?

Our workgroup acknowledges that climate change will 
impact most of our practices and policies, therefore we have es-
tablished a new board-approved climate strategy. These are key 
components of our Strategies to Address Climate Change:

• Update the criteria we use to evaluate new land for 
protection. Increase weight given to lands with riparian/
wetland areas, high topographic diversity, or adjacency to 
other conserved lands. Each of these factors will help plants 
and animals as they move to more climatically suitable areas. 
Powerful tools provided by The Nature Conservancy can 
help us to make these determinations.

• Encourage landowners establishing new conservation 
easements to plant buffer zones adjacent to streams. This 
would minimize erosion into streams from massive rainfall 
events that are increasingly common.

• Include language in new easements that allows diversified farming 
practices to include the addition of structures for renewable energy 
collection. For example, land used for sheep pasture is compatible with 
arrays of above-ground solar panels. This allows farmers to generate 
additional income by renting land for solar collection.

• Encourage land management practices, such as reforestation and 
grassland restoration, that capture and store large amounts of carbon 
in the soil and in plant biomass.

On a related note, political will may be building to incentivize “regen-
erative farming” practices, whereby traditional farming methods are 
supplemented with practices that capture and store carbon in soils. 
Our protected properties include natural lands and farmlands – both 
are needed to combat climate change!

T A strategy update
from Rob Tyser, 
Conservancy  
Board Chair

Our protected 
properties  
include natural 
lands and  
farmlands – 
both are needed 
to combat  
climate change!
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 You’re building resilience with habitat restoration.
Your support made it possible for us to restore 225 acres of wildlife habitat with the help of 90 

interns and volunteers in 2019. This work provides us all with clean air and water, biodiversity, and 

carbon sequestration – a healthier future for our communities, tomorrow and far into the future.
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rappling with the challenges of climate change can be 
overwhelming. How can one begin to think globally and 
act locally? What does it mean to enact “systems change” in 
community organizations and envision new collectives? One 

model we might learn from is encompassed in 452 acres at Sinsinawa 
Mound. This place has been home to the Sinsinawa Dominican Sisters 
since 1874, yet contemporary leaders of the Meskwaki, Ho Chunk, 
and other tribes have gathered there to honor the land’s indigenous 
history, too. On my own recent visit, Sister Christin Tomy and Land 
Stewardship Director Ronald Lindblom were my guides, explaining a 
variety of land-use initiatives that bring together cooperative farming, 
grazing, solar power, oak savanna restoration, old growth forest planning, 
and the involvement of several different neighborhood communities.

Despite all the activity, Sinsinawa is a peaceful place. The sound of 
lawnmowers has been replaced with the soft swish of over 120 native 
species of prairie grasses and wildflowers. So far, one-third of the 42 
acres of lawn has been transformed from a carbon emitter to a natural 
carbon sink, all while reducing the price tag, too, as prairie maintenance 
is one-tenth the cost of lawn upkeep.  

Abundant gardens – which were being weeded by fellow Conservancy 
supporter Sara Mooney when I was there – provide the sisters with 
over twenty varieties of organically grown foods, but they aren’t the 
only ones who benefit. Five acres are devoted to helping low-resourced 
farmers in the area learn organic farming skills and sell their food via 
CSAs or to local restaurants and markets. The Dubuque Rescue Mission 
grows food for their daily meal program at Sinsinawa, and there are 
garden plots for nearby apartment-dwellers too. As Sister Christin tells 
me, food is a “tangible way to get people to see the benefits of caring for 
the Earth.” On another 250 acres, there is a new greenhouse, a leased 
dairy, and pastures where cows named by local children include “Rocket,” 
“Button,” and now two named after Sinsinawa’s main organizing team, 
“Christin” and “Ronald.” 

A model  
of collective  
sustainability at 
Sinsinawa Mound
By Kelly Sultzbach  
of UW-La Crosse

G

nature-Based soLutions

Sinsinawa Mound Collaborative Farm 
is an organic education farm in Grant 
County that feeds multiple communitities 
as it grows new farmers.

Photos courtesy of Kelly Sultzbach
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The nonhuman community is a lively part of the Sinsinawa collective.  
Monarchs, birds, and bur oak saplings are also benefactors of new  
sustainable strategies involving forested landscapes. 110 acres of towering 
trees are being protected in hopes of achieving old-growth status.  
In other areas bright flashes of orange monarch wings dart among the 
bright yellow of brown-eyed Susans, and Lindblom points out a newly 
cleared oak savanna, dappled with bur oaks, and nurturing several new 
saplings underfoot. Over a hill, a stand of metal solar panels faces the sun. 
The panels rely on grazing sheep to keep them free from the shadows of 
long grasses. This is a thriving more-than-human network.

As we discuss the synergy of inter-relationships at Sinsinawa, both  
Lindblom and Sister Christin add another component to what makes 
Sinsinawa so special: a sense of mission and purpose. Lindblom quotes 
E.O. Wilson, explaining that an ecologist must “think like a poet and 
work like a bookkeeper.” (Letters to a Young Scientist, 2013). Sister Christin 
points to two influential guides. One is the Pope’s 2015 environmental 
encyclical: “All of us can cooperate as instruments of God for the care of  
creation, each according to his or her own culture, experience, involvements 
and talents” and the other is a book titled Braiding Sweetgrass: Indigenous 
Wisdom, Scientific Knowledge, and the Teachings of Plants (Robin Wall 
Kimmerer, 2013) which states, “Action on behalf of life transforms.  
Because the relationship between self and the world is reciprocal.” 

Now, thanks to member support, Mississippi Valley Conservancy will  
be adding its expertise to the collaboration of humans, plants, and animals 
at Sinsinawa Mound. By finalizing a new conservation easement, we join 
the statements above to our own collective mission that “In this time of 
rapid climate change” we will “continue our service to help landowners  
and communities protect their land from development and restore its 
resilience and biodiversity.” I felt a renewed sense of resolve and hope 
seeing so many forms of partnership greening, grazing, and growing at 
Sinsinawa Mound.

Audubon surveys have confirmed 101 
bird species at Sinsinwa, and Land  
Manager Robert Lindblom (above) 
is hopefull they will soon attract the 
bell-weather bird for old growth forests, 
cerulian warblers. The farm’s small flock 
of sheep keep the solar array free from 
undergrowth that could block sunlight 
(below).
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Barbara and Don Frank came to their love of the natural world from 
different directions. Barbara grew up at the edge of La Crosse, at the 
foot of the bluffs; Don grew up in Chicago. Barbara first learned 
about preserving nature from her mother. “Mother taught us to love 
and respect nature,” Barbara said. “She took us hiking, didn’t let us 
pick all the wildflowers, and helped us carry snakes out of the garden 
with a hoe.” Early on Don grew to share Barbara’s love of the natural 
environment. “I grew up in the city. Saving land just made sense to 
me,” Don said.

Barbara is a founding board member of Mississippi Valley Conservancy; 
both have served multiple board terms and continue to volunteer 
and provide support. Barb and Don donated six acres of Barb’s home 
place, one of the first pieces of land acquired by the Conservancy. 
About land conservation and protection, Don said, “We can save 
places – but we have to be far sighted and especially recognize  
valuable places that are vulnerable.” 

Both have long been committed to serving the community through 
support of the environment, the arts, and health care. “It’s easy to 
jump on these wagons,” said Barbara. “Or help pull them.”

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

Volunteers  
for Life

Barbara and Don Frank have supported  
the Conservancy in countless ways since its 
inception.The land they donated is part of  
La Crosse’s beautiful scenery and habitat.

A N O T H E R  W A Y  T O  P R O T E C T  L A N D

Organize a crew from your business, church, or club to volunteer for a day.
With protected land in nine counties, there are many locations where you and your team can get outdoors for a day of  habitat restoration that’s  

good for you, your organization, your community, and the planet. This crew of Altra Financial employees put in a great day of community service at  

New Amsterdam Grasslands in October of 2019. Learn more about volunteering on our website under Get Involved.
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Thanks to you, amazing 
things are happening.

Members of 2019
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Steve and Susan Carpenter
Ursula Cejpek
Clif Bar Family Foundation
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Robert and Barbara Fisher
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Tim and Regina Johnson
George and Carmeen Johnston
Tom and Annemarie Kasper
John and Sangeetha Kelly
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Sue Knopf
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Richard and Dorothy Lenard
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Richard Meloy
Michael and Susan Mosling
Natural Resources Foundation  
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Martin Nelson and Mary Ann Phalen
Marilyn Nieckarz
Loran Nordgren
Mike and Sylvia O’Brien
Rod and Deb Ofte
Rita Oldenburg
Michelle Pedretti
Harry and Sylvia Peterson
Ron and Jane Rada
Scott Reber and Marilyn Shultz
Jon and Ann Rigden
F.J. Robers Co., LLC
Rotary Club of La Crosse–After Hours
Susan Ruedisili

Patricia Schmid
Steve Schuldt
Alan and Rosanne Schulz
Jeff and Kris Sexton
Tom and Sharon Sharratt
Travis and Sarah Smith
Karen Steingraber and John Durbrow
Susan Strehl
Craig and Mary Thompson
Rob and Kathie Tyser
Audrey Uber
Keith and Lynne Valiquette
Robert and Lori Wallock
Walmart
Eric and Vicki Wheeler
Jim and Jo Ann Wickizer
Wisconsin Department  
    of Natural Resources
Pat and Bobbie Wilson
Wisconsin Land Fund
Women’s Fund of Greater La Crosse, Inc.
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Julie Abrahamzon and TJ Clark
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Brian and Barb Benson
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Dianna Brown
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Michael Sigman and Kelly Krieg-Sigman
The Sinsinawa Dominicans
Fred and Jean Skemp
David and Gretchen Skoloda
Nancy Steinhoff
Carol and Phil Toberman
Rev. Allan and Carla Townsend
Jonathan and Debera Uy
Mary Veldey
Steve Ventura and Margaret Krome
Viroqua Area Foundation
Wegner CPAs
Katie Wine
Tim Wucherer
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Anonymous
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Philip and Kathy Aaker
Robert W. Baird & Co.
Dr. Vance Baker
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Erin and Colin Belby
Ruthann Benson
Laurence and Catherine Berg
Michael Brown
Pauline Buckland
Jac and Susan Bulk
Kristi and Frank Cadwell
Castle La Crosse
Rebecca Christoffel and Andrew Williams
Abbie Church
Tom Claflin
Tom and Mary Jo Clark
Roland Cline and Mary Papenfuss
Matthew and Marilee Cole
Lloyd and Mary Croatt
Thomas and Kimberley Culp
A.C.V. and Mary Elston
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Juliet Eyers
Annette Friedewald
Ruth Frise
Funk Family Fund of the  
    La Crosse Community Foundation
Jeannie and Jim Groskreutz
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Steven Isaac and Judy Olds
Tim and Lisa Jacobson
Wayne Jacobson
Niels and Beth Jensen
Jackie Joday
Bill and Catherine Johnson
Kent and Lee Johnson
Kristi Johnson
Alcee and Margaret Jumonville
Justin Trails Resort LLC
Gerald and Charlotte Kann
Mark and Jacqueline Kartman
Louann Pierce Keane and  
    George Keane
Kevin Kenow and Ruth Davis
Chris and Jane Kerbaugh
Roger and Mary Kerr
Christa Kiersch
Ron and Tawni Kind
Khris and Liz Kleba
Butch and Lola Kleinsmith
Kathryn Kleist
John and Linda Knight
Kathleen Knox
Melinda Knutson and Dave Ford
Aaron Koepke
Lars and Marit Kulleseid
John Kussmaul
Kwik Trip
Jim and Carol Labuzzetta
La Crosse Area Convention  
    & Visitor Bureau
Rick and Mary Kay Lange
Ann Larkin and Paul Owecke
Rebecca Larsen
Ken and Lois Larson
Nola Larson
John Layton
Lynne Leuthe
Thomas and Margaret Ley
Claude and Carolyn Lindeman
Peter Linnert
Stephen and Cheryl Loehr
Ronald Luethe
Helen MacGregor
Ron Malzer and  
    Margaret Dihlmann-Malzer
Gretchen Manthei
Ellen Martell
William and Candace Marx
Edward Mathwig

Mary McGrath
Barbara McPeak
Julie and Dan Melton
Mary Menne
Dave Mertins
Cindy Mettille
La Verne Michalak
Richard and Patricia Middleton
Robert and Patricia Mika
Doris Mikshowsky
Mill Creek Land & Cattle Company, LLC
Jerome Mooney Photography, LLC
Beth Moore
Ursula Muehllehner
Paul Mueller
Teresa Mueller
Jan and John Munson
Darla Myszka
Neil and Linda Nelson
Tom and Lori Nigon
Dale and Connie Norris
Florence Novak
Rachel Novy
Alex and Jill O’Brien
Marcie and Mike O’Connor
Allan Ohm
Jane O’Laughlin
Pat and Lyle Ostrander
Winston and Cheryl Ostrow
Steve and Connie Overholt
Palmer Abstract Inc.
John Papenfuss
Andy and Laura Patten
Marilyn Pedretti
Jill Peterson
Kurt and Joan Peterson
Ross and Stephanie Porter, Jr.
Prairie Rod & Gun Club
Prairie Moon Nursery, Inc.
Steven and Martha Querin-Schultz
Margaret Rader
Robert and Mary Ragan
Lee Rasch and Susan Fox
Mary Reber
Leah Reimann
George and Marjorie Renner
Restore Public House
Barbara Rice
John and Nancy Rieder
Valerie Bailey-Rihn and David Rihn
Adam and Lori Rosenstein
Roger and Patricia Roslansky
Rachel Rosner
Arden and Penny Ross
Michael Ross
Brian and Karen Rude
Kenny and Mary Kay Salwey
Tom and Anne Saxer
Randy Schenkat
David and Joan Schlueter
Jerry Schmidt and Christine Kelley
Michael and Karen Schultz
Jacob Sciammas
Laura A Seielstad
Marty Sellers and Nancy Hartje
Sharon Sharp and Doug McVey
Linda Sherwood
Larry Shingleton
Freddie Shird and  
    Joanne Adragna Shird
Cinthia Shireman
Jim and Rose Sime
Don and Dee Dee Sims
Scott Sinks
Dr. Samuel  and Jean Skemp
Robert C. Skemp

We are grateful for a 
bequest of land from the 
Albert Miller Trust that 
will provide access to a 
new property, still in  
planning, for wildlife  
habitat protection and 
public education and  
recreation.

G
re

at
 e

gr
et

 p
ho

to
 c

ou
rt

es
y 

of
 A

. B
. S

he
ld

on



2019 Annual Report 17

Dave and Barb Skogen
Carolyn Sleznikow
Chuck Smith
Grant and Julia Smith
John and Joanne Smith
Mark Spiess
David Spriggs and Nancy Gerlach
St. Brigid’s Meadows Farm
BJ Stanley
Mary Stefanski
Tom and Michele Strange
Michael and Patricia Strittmater
John and Elizabeth Sullivan
Susan Swingen
Peter Tabor
Eric Thompson and Mary Graziano
Jeffrey Thompson and Sandra  
    Romagnoli-Thompson
Meredith Thomsen
Jon and Peggy Traver
Trust Point, Inc.
Thomas Van Der Linden and  
    Jean Silberman
Joseph Van Moer
Laura VanderLei and Matthew Kubly
Larry Vangen
Unja Varnum
Verve, a credit union
David Vetrano and Linda Speziale
Theresa Vick
Bruce and Pam Walters
Connie Weedman
David and Susan Weigandt
Ken Weinberg
Ron and Theresa Wessels
Suzanne West
John Wetzel
Joanne and Michael White
Bonnie Wideman
Gary and Amy Wiegel
Joshua Wilke
James and Marcia Ann Wine
Janet Wollam and Dana Fisher
Levi Wood
Margaret and Daryl Wood
Paul and Katherine Woods
Pat Wuttke
Mary Yahle
Joan Yeatman
David Ziemann
Roger and Carol Ziff

$50 - $99
Anonymous
Kay Adams and Jack Fleig
Ronald and Therese Amel
James and Debra Ames
Shirley Anderson
Arie Bachmann
Frank and Irene Barmore
Bruce and Kathy Bartel
Craig and Mary Bartos
Laurie Bartz
Benevity
Robin Bernacchi
Mary Lou Biddlestone
Anna Biermeier
Margaret Birchler
Gary and Susan E Biron
David Blackey
William and Judith Blank
Buzz Bocher and Pat O’Hara
Bonnie Bratina
Sarah Bratnober
Tom Brindley
Joan Bunbury

Michael and Marge Buncak
David Burbach
Loren and Margaret Cade
Don and Louise Campbell
Charles and Diane Canniff
Kathleen Carlyle
The Charmant
Daniel Christen
Catherine Chybowski
Sierra Colavito
Susan H. Colliton
Barb and Joe Dalton
Candace Davis
Peter Day
Sharon DeCicco
Jennifer J. Dieck
Bill and Anita Doering
Doris Doherty
Anne Drecktrah
The Driftless Angler
Peter Duerkop
Leo and Marie Dummer
Steve Dunn
Carolyn Dvorak
Joseph and Robin Edmunds
Tim and Linda Eisele
Steven and Kathryn Engber
John and Kathy Engh
Brian and Jesse Fanciulli
Hildy Feen
Paul Felion
First Presbyterian Church
Patrick Fisher
Mark and Roxanna Flaten
Ken and Catherine Ford
David and Barbara Foye
Karen Freese
Donald and Susan Fritsch
Steven Fruechte
Paul and Natalie Geyer
Tom Gianoli
Terry and Norma Gilbertson
Hans and Judy Gill
Karen Gill
Ted Glasbrenner and Jenifer Strand
Herbert Grimek
Rev. Ronald and Merle Gustafson
Jon and Kathy Hageseth
Kim Hammer
Stephanie Hanna and Gregory Siemens
Jeri Harper and Jeff Johnson
Peter Hartman
Vince and Janice Hatt
Paul and Bernadette Hayes
Jaime Healy
Richard and Gracia Hegener
Patricia Heizler and Aaron Berg
William and Deborah Hiller
Derek and Cheryl Hilst

Pat Hollingsworth
Kevin Horvath
Jeff Houser and Beth Mullen-Houser
James and Jane Hulke
Peter Huser
Christopher Iremonger
Mariellen Janiszewski
Elizabeth and Jeff Janvrin
Melanie Johnson
Frederick Jones
Mary C. Jones
Andrew Khitsun
Kickapoo Coffee
Carolyn Klein
Allison Kleist
Ruth Ann Knapp
Rita Koch-Thometz
Henry and Nancy Kokke
Sarah Korte
Stephen and Barbara Kozerowitz
Jeffrey Kunzelman
La Crosse Community Theatre
La Crosse Distilling Co.
La Crosse Symphony
Richard Lagerman
Roger and Pat LaRue
Pat and Jill Laughlin
Sandra Locher
Dr Jack and Joyce Lockhart
Charles and Karen Lorence
John Maass and Ann O’Malley
Kay MacNeil
Mike Martin and Laura Siitari
Diane Martinek
Michelle Maslowski
Kathryn Mayer
Jeff and Barbara McArdle
Don and Patty McCrery
Georgia and Doug McKelvey
Gladys McLenahan
Denise Milton
Jim and Lisa Moore
Jim and Barb Moorhead
Linnea Mueller
Jason and Tricia Mulholland
Cecilia and Jared Mullenbach
Martin and Pam Murphy
Brenda Murray
Matthew Neil
Susan Nesbit
Greg and Laura Nessler
Mike Nighbor
Calvin and Joyce Oium
Phyllis Olson
John Osmundsen
Lloyd Ostby II
Barret Page
Ray and Ilene Pavelko
Russell and Rita Peterson

Craig and Alli Pierce
Kevin Pifer
Darrell and Darlene Pofahl
David and Lynne Polodna
George Potaracke
Pump House Regional Arts
Larry and Sherry Quamme
Jim and Diane Rogala
Rooted Spoon
Mike and Ellen Rosborough
Dennis and Cindy Russell
Paul and Barbara Rusterholz
Larry Schalk
Firman and Cheryl Schiebout
Robert and Linnea Schieche
Randy and Marian Schiesser
Gail Schneider
Joan Schrinner
Val Schute and Deb Prath-Schute
Sandy Sechrest
Patti Jo Severson and David Langer
Carl and Denise Shedivy
Mark and Krista Sherin
Kenneth and Paula Silha
James A. Sill
Steve and Manyu Simpson
Kelly Skaff
The Smith Joint Rev Living Trust
Jonathan Specht
Wanda Spraggon
Dr. Dave Springer
Robert and Sara Stelloh
John and Jean Sterling
Kathy Stevenson and Dave Alderman
Edgar Storey and Wanda DuCharme
Richard and Pamela Strauss
Shel and Ann Stromquist
Jeffrey Strong
Bradley and Lynn Sturm
Robert Swartz
Anne Taylor
Dan Thoftne
Richard Thompson
Matt Urch and Sara Martinez
Nick and Sue Weber
Russ Wedeking
Simon and Theresa Widstrand
Ellen Williams
Ruth and Marc Williams
Mary Wisneski
Wanda and John Wochos
Ric and Betty Zarwell
Patricia Zummo

Under $50
Thomas and Jacquelyn Bartlett
Dennis and Joyce Beekman
Terry Benson
Jill Blackbourn

Love the Bluffs 2019
Habitat restoration  
took place over 15 days  
in the La Crosse Blufflands 
with more than 175 
volunteers from UW-L, 
Viterbo University,  
Western Technical College, 
Conservancy supporters,  
and partner organizations.
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Stewardship Circle
The Stewardship Circle is made up of  
a special group of land conservancy  
supporters who have made a lasting  
commitment to land protection through  
a variety of estate-planning tools. These 
include bequests in a will or trust, chari-
table gift annuities, charitable remainder 
trusts, IRA designations, or gifts of life 
insurance. 

Please consider joining this dedicated 
group of conservationists today by making 
Mississippi Valley Conservancy a part of 
your legacy plan.

A N O T H E R  W A Y  T O  P R O T E C T  L A N D

Make a tax-free distribution from your IRA.
If you are 70½ or older, you can make a tax-free distribution from your traditional or Roth IRA to Mississippi Valley Conservancy.  

You can donate up to $100,000 each year without incurring income tax on your withdrawal – it’s an efficient way to protect land, air, and water.  

For more information, call Carol Abrahamzon today at 608-784-3606 x 4.

Anonymous 
Dave Bange
Sarah Bentley
Jim & Jan Brady
Dianna Brown
Kurt Brownell
David Burbach
Ed Burgess 
Tom Byerly
Frank and Kristi Cadwell
Emily Campbell
Susan Colliton
Nancy Dale
*Dean and *Phyllis Dempsey
Carl Dinges
Jim Fowler
Barbara and Donald Frank
DK Franson
*David and Nancy Goode
M. Jane Greenewald
Kim Hammer
Ed Hill
Lin and Todd Huffman
Tim Jacobson
Maggie Jones and  
    David Linton
George and Sharon 
    Kerckhove
Maureen Kinney
Carl and Ann Korschgen
Allen and *Carol Kube
John and Louise Leary

Jean and Mark Ledman
Chuck and Linda Lee
Lennie and Marie Lichter
Ron and *Aileen Luethe
*Rita McGaughey
Richard and *Jan Meloy
David Morrison
Joyce Morrison
Pam and Martin Murphy
Jim Murray
Kathy Niedert
Stephen and Mary Peck
Allan Pischke
Ron and Jane Rada
Brian and Christine  
    Reynolds
Mike and Kathy Ripp
Gerald Rugowski and  
    Jayne Stokke
Kenny and Mary Kay Salwey
Marc and Sue Schultz
Tom and Michelle Strange
Mary Strassser
Sue Strehl
Eric Thompson and  
    Mary Graziano
Keith and Lynne Valiquette
Janet Wollam and 
    Dana Fisher
Nick and Yonok Zeller

*Deceased

On behalf of the next  
generation of conservationists, 
we thank our Stewardship 
Circle of supporters.

Ed Block
Paul and Beverly Bodine
Paula Boss
Sandy and Craig Brooks
Charles and Regina Chihak
Jerry Cleveland
Deb Congdon
Fred Dike
Kathy Dummer
Edie Ehlert
Karen Ekiss
Ted and Val Glotfelty
Dave Hackett and Ellen Brooks
Hillsboro Brewing Company
Randy Hoard
Curtis Hottinger
Lamar Janes
Jim and Linda Jenkins
Johnson Block CPAs
Jack Kallies
Sr. Karen Kappell
Bill Katra
Kevin and Dianne Koch
Lynn Konsela
Gloria Kowalski

James and Maxine Kroner
Scott and Judy Lee
Lois Lehmann
Herbert Lyon
Carlos and Kathy Macia
Robert and Patricia McLoone
Patricia McMurtrie
Cindy Mischnick
Mike Mooney and  
    Sara Anderson-Mooney
Dennis and Julie Montabon
Louis and Christy Mougin
Mary Mullen
Grace Nicholson-Maly
Sharon Odahl
Sandra Pankratz
Patricia Pfister
Ed Pilmonas
Tammy Potaracke
Tarah Raaum
Jean Rasmussen
Bessie Richardson
Roger Richter
Frances Rivoire
Stu and Char Robertshaw

Jo Ronning
Emile and Marcia Salvo
Schmidty’s
Signe Schroeder
Sarah Schwartz
Paula Skoy
James Smith
Steve Staden
M. Mercedes Steinbauer
Kelly Sultzbach
Dr. Mark and Theresa Thompson
Turtle Stack Brewery
Vernon Vineyards
Viroqua Food Co-op
Susan Weber
Robert B. Wish
John F. Zoerb 

In Honor 
Chris’s birthday
Marjory B. Price and  
    Archibald Enoch Price
Philip Gelatt
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 18 Mississippi Valley Conservancy

In Memory
Frank Baures 
Denny Freese
Oscar Hagen
Craig Halverson
Prof. James C. Knox
Aileen Steinoflson-Luethe
Alexandria C. MacGregor
David MacGregor
Beverly Mach
Jerome McGeorge
Lorraine Nehls 
Otis Ostby
Sally Oswalt
Wayne Peters
Billy Silha
Walter Schneider
Harold Swanson
Kathryn Trudell
Arnold ‘Sonny’ Ukkola
Lillia Ava Rae Walsh
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Mark your calendar for outdoor fun in 2020! 
You’re invited to all of these family-friendly walks, hikes, and outdoor 
activities. Get to know the land you’ve helped to protect. 

LINKED TO THE LAND HIKE SERIES 
Learn something new at every one of these outdoor events on the lands you’ve protected.
February 15 Valentine’s Snowshoe Hike La Crosse River Conservancy, La Crosse
April 26 Trail Trek Challenge & Marsh Walk      Earth Fair, Myrick Park, La Crosse
May 9 Migratory Bird Walk Sugar Creek Bluff, Ferryville
June 6 Prairie Awakening Walk  Holland Sand Prairie, Holmen
July 11 Kickapoo Caverns Tour I Kickapoo Caverns, Wauzeka
August 8 Kickapoo Caverns Tour II Kickapoo Caverns, Wauzeka
September 12 Land Trust Days Climate Hike  Sinsinawa Mound, Grant County
October 10 Foraging Hike Greens Coulee, Onalaska
November 14 Archaeology Walk & Talk Little Bluff, Trempealeau

SPECIAL EVENTS
March 28 Annual Member Gathering Gundersen Integrated Center for Education
November 13 Fall Fundraiser Radisson Hotel La Crosse

* To receive updates and reminders, be sure to sign up for our newsletter at the bottom of our website  
at www.mississippivalleyconservancy.org.  “Like” us on Facebook for more updates before, during, and after events.

We thank  
these generous 
organizations 

for their support 
in 2019.

conservation Partners

Diamond Level
Franciscan Sisters of  
Perpetual Adoration 

Gundersen Health System
J.F. Brennan Company

Johns, Flaherty & Collins, SC
Mayo Clinic Health System 

Organic Valley
Radisson Hotel La Crosse

Xcel Energy

Gold Level
Associated Bank
Dahl Automotive

Fowler & Hammer  
General Contractors
Vendi Advertising

Silver Level
American Transmission Co.

Dairyland Power Cooperative 
First Supply LLC

F.J. Robers Company
Three Amigos

conservation suPPorters

Altra Federal Credit Union
Mid-West Family Broadcasting 

People’s Food Cooperative
Prairie Moon Nursery

Robert W. Baird & Co.
Shopdriftless.com

Trust Point
Verve, a Credit Union

Wegner CPAs
WKBT/News Channel 8

WLAX-Fox 25
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1309 Norplex Drive, Suite 9
La Crosse, WI 54601
608.784.3606
mississippivalleyconservancy.org
info@mississippivalleyconservancy.org

Like us on Facebook! 

Mississippi Valley Conservancy is a 
regional, non-profit land trust based in  
La Crosse, Wisconsin. The Conservancy has 
permanently conserved 20,838 acres of 
blufflands, prairies, wetlands, and streams 
in and around the Mississippi, Kickapoo, 
and Wisconsin Rivers since its founding 
in 1997. Over 5,000 acres are open to the 
public for hiking, bird watching, hunting, 
fishing, photography, and snowshoeing.

Board of Directors
Rob Tyser, President
Sue Dillenbeck, Vice President
Roy Campbell, Treasurer
Bob Fisher, Secretary
Allan Beatty
Andrea Benco
Gretchen Benjamin
James Czajkowski
Barbara Frank (Emeritus)
Don Frank (Emeritus)
Philip Gelatt (Emeritus)
Drake Hokanson
Tim Johnson
Barb Kruse
Dave Lange
Dorothy Lenard
Mike O’Brien
Mike Ripp
Dave Skoloda
Craig Thompson (Emeritus)
David Vetrano
Tim Wucherer

Staff
Carol Abrahamzon, Executive Director
Abbie Church, Conservation Director
Krysten Strong, Stewardship Associate
Zac Millbrand, Stewardship Coordinator
Levi Plath, Land Manager
Nancy Larson, Financial & Operations Mgr
Sarah Bratnober, Communications Director
Michelle Pedretti, Outreach & Education 
Program Manager

We thank the volunteer photographers  
who contributed to this publication.

Printed on paper containing  
10% mixed-use recycled content.

Non-Profit
Organization
U.S. Postage

PAID 
Permit No. 372
La Crosse, WI

 “You are never  
too small to make  
a difference.”    

      ~ Greta Thunberg
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