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Top: A participant at a 2024 Linked to the Land event takes in the scenic views for which the Driftless 
Area is so well known. (Photo by Karen Solverson) Lower left: A solitary sandpiper searches for insects at 
the Plum Creek Conservation Area. (Photo by Connor Kotte) Lower right: Father and son enjoy some 
quality time on a hike through the woods in Vernon County on a property protected by Mississippi Valley 
Conservancy. (Photo by Karen Solverson)

FRONT COVER:  A young bird lover enjoys a Linked to 
the Land hike with mom and dad. (Photo by Karen 
Solverson) 
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fter a long day at my desk – when my brain feels tired and my 
body is stiff – I grab my hiking boots, lace them up, and head 
out the door. 

I’m fortunate to have trails right here on the farm as well as on neighbor-
ing public lands, all accessible without needing to drive anywhere. As 
I step into the woods, I take in a deep breath of fresh air, feeling my 
shoulders relax. I can feel the sun warming my cheeks, and my body 
awakens as I head down the trail. 

My senses alert. What is that sweet scent in the air? Did I just hear the 
call of an eastern phoebe? These moments in nature make me feel truly 
alive, and I can’t imagine not having access to them without traveling 
miles and miles.

Conservation close to home matters – not just to me, but to everyone. 
These personal connections to the land are also the foundation of  
conservation. People protect what they cherish.

At Mississippi Valley Conservancy, we are dedicated to protecting 
places close to home – places to spot a special bird, smell blooming 
wildflowers, or be mesmerized by the trickle of water flowing over 
rocks. Places where everyone can step outdoors and breathe in fresh  
air – clearing their mind and relaxing their body. 

When I read the news of distant hurricanes and floods, of droughts 
and wildfires, I feel compelled to step up the pace of conservation right 
here – close to home. 

If ever there was a time to come together and protect more of 
these special places, it’s now – before they’re scooped up and  
developed without paying attention to their value to our 
minds, bodies, communities, and climate.

In the coming year, with your support and partnership, we 
will work to protect more land for all who live in Wisconsin’s 
Driftless Area. Together, we can bring conservation closer to 
home for everyone.

Thank you for making this vital work possible.

Together in conservation,

Carol Abrahamzon

Conservation close to home

A A message from 
Carol Abrahamzon, 
Executive Director



Land conservator nurses Buffalo River 
watershed farmland back to health
Story by Kelly Sultzbach and Sarah Bratnober

New LaNds 
Protected

The patience and hard work of 
healing are not new to Aimee 
Ebersold Schultz. In 2010, she 
began her stewardship of an old 

farmhouse and 114 acres near Alma,  
Wisconsin, where she learned about sustain-
able farming practices including managed 
rotational grazing, soil health, and writing 
and negotiating farm leases. Now, after a  
24-year nursing career and the loss of a 
spouse, she is newly remarried and devoting 
her energy to caring for the land. 

Aimee has developed relationships with the 
farmers who farm the fields while listening 
to and observing the needs of the  

environment. Her conscientious care has 
continued through creating pollinator 
habitat, managing woodlands, preventing 
soil erosion, and, most recently, protecting 
the long-term health of the property with a 
conservation easement through Mississippi 
Valley Conservancy. 

On a larger scale, she is also improving and 
protecting the ecological balance of the wa-
tershed as a whole. This includes the Buffalo 
River and the adjacent Upper Mississippi 
River National Wildlife and Fish Refuge. 
Dennis Reimers, a conservationist from the 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
who has been advising Aimee on her 
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conservation planning, underscores the 
importance of the erosion control ponds that 
have been created on her farm. “This farm is 
located on the first terrace above the Buffalo 
River. This landscape position typically has 
some of most erosive soil types in the coun-
ty.” Yet Aimee is turning that around; her 
ponds trap sediment and pollution from 
rain runoff that would otherwise leach to 
nearby streams and wetlands just 100 feet 
away. Her property also sutures the gap in 
wildlife byways with over 20 listed species 
categorized as special concern, threatened, 
or endangered adjacent to this site, includ-
ing bobolinks nesting in the hayfields and 
little brown bats roosting in Aimee’s barn.  

Achieving a sustainable future for Aimee’s 
land will still take time, and she under-
stands the recovery milestones ahead. Her 
plans include support from Farm Bill 
programs for further integrating pollinator 
plantings with farmland, removing farm-
land from production to create more bal-
ance for wildlife habitat, as well as starting 
conservation practices for woodland areas, 
according to her newly developed forest 
management plan. “Farming for the land, 
wildlife, supporting people who rely on a 
farming way of life and the communities 
that small family farms create. I view con-
servation as integrated work,” Aimee says. 

She quotes a saying she finds useful: “Want 
to go fast, go alone; want to go farther, go 
together.” Aimee lives this idea through her 
membership with the Conservancy and 
other local conservation organizations and 
information sources. On a more personal 
level, she shares, “Spiritual teachers have 
guided me step by step along the path, 
friends are an important source of inspira-
tion and support, and my husband, Tom, 

has been instrumental in 
making all these conserva-
tion projects happen. His 
37 years of working in land 
conservation for this county 
bring his life’s work to this 
farm, and in turn, have 
brought this farm to life.”

“Caring for the land is nurs-
ing on the largest scale,” 
Aimee says. “It is intergen-
erational work, and it is soul 
work. Life brings questions 
and uncertainties. Land 
allows you to hold that and 
express it, fostering creativ-
ity and imagination.” These 
non-linear, reciprocal ties 
of ecology and healing also 
extend to her own family history. Aimee is a 
lineal descendant of the Mdewakanton and 
Wahpekute Bands of Dakota. She is grati-
fied that her ethic of caretaking stretches 
back to earlier generations of mixed Da-
kota, French, and Swiss- German ancestors, 
knowing that the land she now owns and 
conserves used to belong to the Dakota, 
and that one of her indigenous grandmoth-
ers witnessed the will that eventually trans-
ferred the property to Aimee. 

Through the Conservancy’s easement, 
Aimee has ensured that her land and its 
inhabitants will be protected from future 
subdivision and development that could 
disrupt all she has done to restore its health. 
The conservation easement was signed on 
Aimee’s birthday, and she says, “A conserva-
tion easement will be a most meaningful 
birthday gift in honor of life—this inter-
connected web of life.”

Left:  Aimee’s vision for the property was a key component of the planning process as the conservation easement was 
developed. Top right: One of many retention ponds found throughout the property designed to stop sediment from 
entering nearby waterways.
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With the purchase of this floodplain forest, marsh, and meadow along the Wisconsin River in Grant County, 
the Conservancy has guaranteed public access and protection to a part of the Lower Wisconsin State Riverway - 
a landmark project in the state’s land conservation history. Designated by the Ramsar Convention as a “wetland 
of international importance,” the Wisconsin Riverway, including the Woodman Floodplain State Natural Area in 
Grant County, provides exceptionally diverse wetlands and floodplain forest, southern sedge meadow, emergent 

marsh, and wild rice marsh. The purchase of this property was made possible by funding through the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship 
Program, the National Wild Turkey Federation Hunting Heritage Super Fund, and an in-kind donation by the seller. 

198
 a c r e s

 6 Mississippi Valley Conservancy

More LaNds Protected

Each year, we receive many requests to preserve land in the Driftless Area. Each  
conservation project we take on requires careful analysis of the land’s natural  
resources, its location relative to other protected land, and its potential to mitigate 
the effects of extreme weather. There is a lot of discussion to be sure we understand 
the landowner’s needs and desires, and to ensure we can reach an agreement that 
meets the long-term needs of both parties. It is a time-consuming but incredibly  
important process that ensures that together we can agree on the terms for forever 
protecting the land – an act that is beneficial to all.
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Hillsides bursting with 
Virginia bluebells and 
other spring ephem-
erals and 1,500 feet 
along Tainter Creek are 

now permanently protected thanks to 
the conservation easement signed by 
Tom Seals and Ruth Wene, Grear and 
Linda Kimmel, and John Jones and 
Joan Volkmann with Mississippi Valley 
Conservancy. Tainter Creek is a well-
known class I trout stream with popu-
lations of brook and brown trout.  With 
meandering oxbows along the creek, 
the property also supports a healthy 
population of frogs, turtles, beavers, 
and waterfowl. Ruth, an avid birder, 
has identified more than 80 species 
on the property including several rare 
species such as the American bittern, 
cerulean warbler, eastern meadowlark, 
red-headed woodpecker, and ruby-
crowned kinglet.  Far from the lights 
of town, the stars and fireflies create a 
magical backdrop for this quiet retreat 
which is now protected forever.

85
 a c r e s

When they purchased 
this property nearly 20 
years ago, the wooded 
areas were dark and 
many of the trees 
were dead or dying. 

Landowners Christine Kelley and Jerry 
Schmidt set out on a mission to clean 
up the woods to let in more light and 
then planted more than 5,000 red and 
white pine, caring for them as if they 
were their children. Their hard work 
has nurtured a diverse habitat that 
is a haven for wildlife including pine 
warblers, Louisianna waterthrush, 
porcupine, black bear, and others. 
This property and its banks along a 
half-mile stretch of Halls Creek north 
of Black River Falls are now protected 
forever thanks to a conservation 
easement with Mississippi Valley 
Conservancy.  In addition to providing 
a scenic experience for paddlers travel-
ing through the property, their efforts 
to protect the complex wetlands along 
Halls Creek is an important climate 
strategy and will ensure the property 
will be more resilient to the effects of 
climate change.

(continued on page 15)

33
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Conservancy helps care for 
cultural heritage in Grant County
By Chris Kirkpatrick, Conservation Manager

Every year, landowners of the properties protect-
ed by the Conservancy are invited to submit 
requests for the services of our intern crew. 
Their projects come in all sizes and shapes. 

A unique request was received in 2024 from one land-
owner. Nestled above the bluffs of the Mississippi River 
is a remnant dry prairie and oak savanna along with a 
group of conical burial mounds that are protected as 
part of the conservation easement. Even though their 
property is conserved, each of the easement landowners 
is responsible for the maintenance and habitat manage-
ment of their property. In addition to conserving land, 
another important role the Conservancy plays is offering 
and providing land management advice and intern crew 
support to easement landowners to assist them with their 
endeavors. 

Landowner Diane Greenley was seeking advice on restor-
ing oak savanna and dry prairie along her ridgeline while 
also clearing brush from the burial mounds. Oak savanna is 
designated by the Wisconsin Natural Heritage Inventory as 
globally critically imperiled because so few acres of restored 
functional oak savanna remain in the state of Wisconsin. 
Restoration efforts to remove invasive brush like honey-

suckle would encourage the proliferation of native plants and 
insects that require this unique environment. 

Dianne had a proposal from Quercus Land Stewardship, 
an ecological restoration company to conduct the work, 
and the Conservancy was able to work with her to  
approve the work as a habitat restoration plan per  
her conservation easement.  The Ho-Chunk Nation 
provided the Conservancy with mound preservation and 
maintenance guidelines, which were incorporated into 
the approval process. These guidelines outline the recom-
mended maintenance that includes a phased approach to 
removing trees and shrubs on and around burial mounds 
and encouraging the use of prescribed fire to maintain 
the mounds as oak savanna. 

In the spring, Conservation Manager Chris Kirkpatrick 
met with Dianne at her property as part of the annual 
easement monitoring visit. A hike out to the work area 
revealed a restored oak savanna and dry prairie, as well 
as a couple of burial mounds cleared of brush. Unfortu-
nately, as the project was underway, conditions warmed 
up, and the ground thawed. The contractors weren’t able 
to clear all the burial mounds without frozen conditions. 
Dianne had also been selected to have the services of the 

Below: Burial mounds showing before (left) and after (right) removing brush and invasive plants from a burial mound on a protected property.
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Acadian flycatcher. Photo by Gwyn Calvetti

Top: A breathtaking view from the top of Dianne’s protected property. 
Conservancy’s intern crew, and we agreed that get-
ting a firebreak established would be the priority, with 
clearing the remaining burial mounds as secondary. 
This would enable the entire site to be managed with 
prescribed fire to control invasive brush, encourage 
the native fire-dependent species to thrive, and help to 
keep the brush and trees from growing on the burial 
mounds.   

The Conservancy’s intern crew arrived at Dianne’s 
property and spent the morning cutting up dead trees, 
downed logs, invasive brush, and small trees to make 
an old trail drivable by UTV and create a perfect 
firebreak for future use. After months of drought, the 
conditions had dried up significantly, and the crew 
pivoted to clear the remaining burial mounds of brush 
and small trees. The intern crew was able to  
accomplish a great deal of work, and now the founda-
tion has been laid for Dianne to manage her property 
and care for the burial mounds in the years to come.

Every property protected by the Conservancy is as 
unique as the landowner who cares for it. Each one 
is home to treasures of one kind or another, be they 
rare butterflies, nesting habitat for migrating birds, 
clean water, or burial mounds. One of our jobs at the 
Conservancy is to support the landowners in caring 
for those treasures for the health and well-being of 
the Driftless Area. This is one of the reasons we value 
meeting with landowners during our annual monitor-
ing visits. The more we know about a landowner’s 
vision for the property, the more we can help with 
advice and resources to achieve that vision. It was a 
tremendous honor to be able to help Dianne not only 
continue the process of restoring imperiled natural 
communities but also respectfully care for the ancestral 
grounds of those who first called this land their home.
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Middle:  Pennsylvania sedge, located on Dianne’s property, is a nice oak savanna 
indicator grass. (photo by Melinda Knutson)

Right: Dianne stands near the sacred burial grounds on her property.  
(photo by Melinda Knutson)



What’s your link to the land?
Join us to learn from local experts who will share 
their knowledge and love for the land.

 W ant to get outdoors and surround yourself with nature? 
Linked to the Land was created so that everyone can 
discover more about the beauty that surrounds us. 
You’ll get to know more about the nature preserves 

you’ve protected and the many native habitats and wildlife species that 
make our part of Wisconsin unique. Once you get to know the nature 
preserves, we think you’ll enjoy them more and feel confident about 
going back on your own and introducing them to friends. 

The hikes and workshops are all free for anyone to join, and most of 
them require only average physical agility and no special gear.

Each activity is hosted by Conservancy staff and guided by natural 
science experts from our area. We typically have several guides on each 
hike, so all participants have a chance to ask questions and learn more.

This year’s Linked to the Land activities are sponsored by Olson Solar 
Energy. We’re grateful for their support and excited about the rapidly 
expanding use of renewable energy that helps protect our land, water, 
and wildlife. Thanks also go to our media partner for this program, 
WXOW/News 19. 

The 2025 Challenge starts on April 27!
Challenge yourself and enjoy the beauty of the trails 
at our most accessible nature preserves. 
Details at: www.mississippivalleyconservancy.org/ttc

MORE FUN OUTDOORS • MORE FUN OUTDOORS • MORE FUN OUTDOORS • MORE FUN OUTDOORS • MORE FUN OUTDOORS • MORE FUN OUTDOORS • MORE FUN OUTDOORS • MORE FUN OUTDOORS • MORE FUN 

Hike with family and friends or go solo in the 2025 Trail Trek Challenge. It’s the free hiking pro-
gram you can participate in throughout the year when the timing works for you. A down-
loadable trail guide and maps are free, too. And there’s a nature hunt for every trail to help 
keep young people engaged. 

It all starts at Earth Fair in La Crosse on April 27, 2025 
We’ll celebrate those who completed last year’s challenge (continuing through 4/16/2025), 
and we’ll warm up for a new year of hiking with a guided walk around the La Crosse River 
Marsh. Make a resolution to make even more great memories in the next year by getting 
outside to hike with your family and friends!

REMINDER:  Hiking on muddy 
trails causes real damage to 

water and wildlife. If you can 
see your tracks, turn back.

HAPPY HIKING!

 10 Mississippi Valley Conservancy
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2025 SCHEDULE OF WALKS AND WORKSHOPS
Details and registration are updated throughout the year on our website. Advance  
registration is required for all events. Follow us on Facebook or the website for reminders 
about upcoming activities: MississippiValleyConservancy.org/events.

Feb 20  CREATE HABITAT FOR NATIVE BEES La Crosse Public Library

Mar 24  MAKE A PLAN TO TACKLE INVASIVES Historic Hotel Fortney, Viroqua

May 10  WORLD MIGRATORY BIRD DAY HIKE Sugar Creek Bluff

June 14  BIOBLITZ EVENT    Holland Sand Prairie

July 12  BAT CAVE ECOLOGY TOURS  Kickapoo Caverns

Aug 9  PRAIRIE WALK & TALK   New Amsterdam Grasslands

Sept 6  SCOUTING FOR DEER & INVASIVES Boscobel Bluffs

Oct 11  PRAIRIE STARGAZING WALK  Tunnelville Cliffs

Nov 6  BIRDS OF SW WISCONSIN  Zoom Presentation 
SPACE IS LIMITED. BE SURE TO REGISTER EARLY FOR EVENTS!

MORE FUN OUTDOORS • MORE FUN OUTDOORS • MORE FUN OUTDOORS • MORE FUN OUTDOORS • MORE FUN OUTDOORS • MORE FUN OUTDOORS • MORE FUN OUTDOORS • MORE FUN OUTDOORS • MORE FUN 

Become a citizen scientist!
The Driftless Area BioBlitz is a free, annual, one-of-a-kind op-
portunity for families, students, and all nature lovers to search 
for and learn about plants and wildlife in the Driftless Area. Join 
us with our community conservation partners to discover and 
catalog the species that live here! 

Details at: https://natureplacelacrosse.org/what-we-do/community-science
The Driftless Area BioBlitz is a collaboration of The Nature Place, Mississippi Valley Conservancy, UW-La Crosse Biology Department,   
Viterbo University Biology Department, and the City of La Crosse Parks, Recreation and Forestry Department.



Inspiring the next generation of conservation leaders

Jared Vander Loop, Forestry Technician, WI DNR 
Mississippi Valley Conservancy Intern 2015 & 2016

“I participated in my first prescribed burn ever with MVC 
in spring of 2015 at Tunnelville Cliffs State Natural Area. 
Since that day I have been hooked on fire. This spring will 
mark ten years that I’ve had fire responsibilities in my job 
duties. I’ve fought fire in numerous states at this point and 
still boss burns for the DNR here. Having the land conserva-
tion background is also beneficial as I do my forestry work, 
because I can identify things on the landscape that are of 
importance to protect and preserve. I feel I owe it all to that 
original experience. My advice to others is to try everything 
you can and do things that are outside your comfort zone. 
You never know when you will have an experience that will 
become your passion.”  

Ethan Graves, Voluntary Public Access  
Program (VPA-HIP) Coordinator, WI DNR 
Mississippi Valley Conservancy Intern 2016

 “Levi (Mississippi Valley Conservancy Land Man-
ager) gave me my first taste of conservation field 
work. The small engine maintenance, daily prep for 
fieldwork, delegation of tasks, teamwork, safety, and 
management techniques I was exposed to with the 
Conservancy definitely lent themselves to pursuing 
habitat management going forward.  The experience 
working on private lands and with landowners also 
helped shape me professionally and exposed me to 
the private lands side of conservation. I currently assist 
private landowners with developing and enacting 
habitat management plans on their properties, and 
I’m responsible for 40,000 acres of public access lands 
and 250 leased properties.”

“Mississippi Valley Conservancy is proud to celebrate the suc-
cess of our former interns who are now shaping the future of 
conservation. From restoring habitats to engaging communities 
in environmental stewardship, these passionate individuals are 
making a lasting impact. Their achievements highlight the im-
portance of investing in hands-on experiences that inspire and 
prepare the next generation of conservation leaders. Together, 
we’re building a brighter future for conservation leadership.”

- Carol Abrahamzon, Executive Director

Skylar Glynn, GIS Specialist in Olmsted County 
Mississippi Valley Conservancy Intern 2016 & 2017

“During my internship at the Conservancy, my tasks involved drawing the parcel boundaries and creating maps for the 
final reports. This is what got me into my current position and led to learning more about cadastral mapping for Minnesota 
counties. I was also able to do walk-throughs on several properties, which inspired me to one day hopefully purchase some 
land that I can protect with an easement. My advice is to say ‘yes’ to any experiences the Conservancy has to offer!”  

Above: Jared takes a minute to capture an image at a recent burn conduct-
ed at his job with the WI DNR.

Below:  Ethan (on the right) takes a break from his intern duties by an 
ancient oak.
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Inspiring the next generation of conservation leaders

LeAnna Kavanaugh, Administrative Outreach 
Specialist for Pepin County Land Conservation
Mississippi Valley Conservancy Intern 2017

“It wasn’t until I was surrounded by passionate con-
servationists at Mississippi Valley Conservancy that 
I realized how important conservation was. I now 
facilitate our department’s participation in a water 
monitoring program geared toward  reducing the 
contribution of nitrates, phosphates, and sedimen-
tation into local streams as they travel out of Pepin 
County. As an intern, I learned plant identification and 
skills for creating maps, and I have used those skills a 
lot as I help manage an 80-acre park full of new trails, 
and as I help manage restoration projects. I wouldn’t 
be where I am today without taking that first step as 
an intern at Mississippi Valley Conservancy.” 

“Mississippi Valley Conservancy is proud to celebrate the suc-
cess of our former interns who are now shaping the future of 
conservation. From restoring habitats to engaging communities 
in environmental stewardship, these passionate individuals are 
making a lasting impact. Their achievements highlight the im-
portance of investing in hands-on experiences that inspire and 
prepare the next generation of conservation leaders. Together, 
we’re building a brighter future for conservation leadership.”

- Carol Abrahamzon, Executive Director

Calvin Brown, Biological Technician, Fort McCoy
Mississippi Valley Conservancy Intern 2022 & 2023

“I learned a lot about how the knowledge I learned in 
school, relating to ecology, plant biology, etc., informs 
how management decisions are made and how they are 
applied in the field in order to provide the greatest benefit 
for the ecosystems that are being worked in. The position 
also opened my eyes to a lot of the behind-the-scenes 
operations of land stewardship such as funding for various 
management projects, relations with private landowners 
and government agencies, and some of the logistics of or-
ganizing management efforts. The majority of the work I’m 
currently involved with on Fort McCoy is related to experi-
menting with new techniques to most effectively control 
long-established and emerging invasive plant species in 
order to provide the greatest benefit to the ecosystems in 
our area.”

Skylar Glynn, GIS Specialist in Olmsted County 
Mississippi Valley Conservancy Intern 2016 & 2017

“During my internship at the Conservancy, my tasks involved drawing the parcel boundaries and creating maps for the 
final reports. This is what got me into my current position and led to learning more about cadastral mapping for Minnesota 
counties. I was also able to do walk-throughs on several properties, which inspired me to one day hopefully purchase some 
land that I can protect with an easement. My advice is to say ‘yes’ to any experiences the Conservancy has to offer!”  

Below: LeAnna handles a loon that was trapped in a pond near Durand.

Above: Cal (in the middle seat) joins two other interns to clear trails used by 
hikers.  



A Measurable Impact

Mississippi Valley Conservancy is committed to strong fiscal health. The financial 
summary at right is based on the complete financial audit that was conducted by 
Hawkins Ash CPAs. Their full report is available on our website or by contacting us at  
608-784-3606 ext.1.

Every protected property requires an investment of scientific,  
legal, and administrative resources to assess, document, moni-
tor, protect and support the health of the land. Fundraising and 
education efforts require time and resources to create awareness 
among landowners, members, school groups, and engage commu-
nities with our mission.

Your support makes it all possible.

Expense Allocation

75% Programs

2024 FiNaNciaL suMMary

25%
Core 
Mission  
Support

Thank you to the many talented volunteers of all kinds who help us throughout the year with habitat restoration, 
photography, guiding hikes, mailings, board and committee duties, data entry, events, videography, graphic design, 
writing, proofreading, easement monitoring, auctioneering, cooking, and more. Together, we all make a difference 
close to home.  

In 2024, volunteers, interns and staff helped us accomplish the following habitat restoration work: 

15 acres
Woodland  

improvement

5 miles
Trail

maintenance

180 acres
Invasive brush &

weed removal

169 visits
With

landowners

132 acres
Prescribed 
burning

69 lbs
Native seeds 

collected

2.5 miles
Firebreak 

construction

1,500 lbs
Garlic mustard 

removed

1,800+ intern hours
Working to care for the land

3,600+ staff hours
Implementing land management projects
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Land protected since 1997
26,256 acres and growing!
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FY 2023-24 Expense Allocation
Total Expenses $1,222,639

Land Management $      387,948

Land Protection  344,396

Education & Outreach 316,499

Core Mission Support 173,796

Total Expenses $ 1,222,639

FY 2023-24 Fundraising Revenue
Total Revenue $2,401,026

Investment Income $    1,441,771

Contributions    752,985

Grants       119,200

Special Events 87,070

Total Revenue $ 2,401,026

Special Events

Investment Income

Contributions
Grants

Core Mission Support
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Throughout the year, we 
receive an abundance of inter-
est from landowners interested 
protecting land. With each in-
quiry added to our waiting list, 
our team evaluates each prop-
erty in the context of our (and 
our partners) priority areas, as 
well as the proximity to other 
protected lands.  

Rare habitats or species, archae-
ological features, source waters, 
geology, soils, and climate re-
siliency are all evaluated, as are 
the benefits to the local com-
munity. Our highest priority is 
to stitch together those impor-
tant pieces to permanently pro-
tect large, contiguous corridors 
of habitat, as they are proven 
to offer the greatest benefit to 
area wildlife. For all projects, 
it is the generous support of 
our members that enables us to 
have the skilled team we need 
to advance our land protection 
efforts.

A message from 
Abbie Church, 
Conservation 
Director

More LaNds Protected (continued from page 7)

A lifelong conservationist has now protected this private 
property within the Conservancy’s Kickapoo River through a 
conservation easement. The landowner, who asked to remain 
anonymous, described this land as follows: “If you were looking 
at a view from space, this (land) is just a little speck of dust. But 

to the wildlife that lives here, to the tree frog, this is their whole world. Pro-
tecting it is the best thing I can do.” The property has enjoyed decades of land 
stewardship, with thousands of tree planted, fostering the return of a diverse 
abundance of native flora and fauna species. These species range from the 
micro-organisms in the soil, which is once again teeming with life, to eastern 
meadowlarks, which feed upon the many insects that have returned the land, 
and eastern bluebirds, which can be found nestled away with their young in 
bluebird nesting boxes, and to the species of special concern Adam-and-Eve 
Orchid, which is found in abundance throughout the healthy woodlands on 
the property.

(Below: This newly protected private property is teeming with wildlife.)

80
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Echoes of hope: Acoustic monitoring tools help  
scientists with bat conservation efforts

This past summer, Conservancy staff borrowed an 
acoustic from the DNR and deployed for two weeks 
at two Crawford County nature preserves, Kickapoo 
Caverns and Plum Creek Conservation Area. The 
equipment started recording from sundown to sun-
rise to capture the sound of bats echolocating. These 
sounds can be used to identify the bat species present 
through a special software program.

Over those time periods, the device captured over 
300 bat call recordings at Kickapoo Caverns and 
3,200 bat call recordings at Plum Creek. Although 
acoustic recordings are not perfect identifications, 
the data suggested 4 or more species were likely 
recorded between the properties, including the big 
brown (state-threatened), eastern red, little brown 
(state threatened), and tricolored bat (state threat-
ened). The Conservancy recently received a grant to 
purchase our own monitoring equipment to continue 
collecting data on the bats inhabiting our properties.

Each year, the DNR will continue to monitor these 
properties for hibernating bats. Along with acoustic 
monitoring, these results are signs of good news for 
bats, which have been threatened by white nose syn-
drome in Wisconsin since 2014. This year’s survey 
showed an increase in population at these locations. 

Your support makes it posssible for us to continue 
to work with scientists and provide a safe and undis-
turbed sanctuary for bats. As we continue our work, 
we are reminded that every action we take today is 
an investment in the future—one that will ensure the 
bats, insects, and wildlife of the Driftless Area have a 
place to thrive for generations to come. 

By Michael Reitz, Restoration Ecologist

Top right: Jennifer Redell, Conservation Biologist with the DNR, collects 
data on the bats using Crawford County properties over the winter.  Middle: 
Audio monitoring equipment at Kickapoo caverns, which is attached to 
a microphone at the top of the pole.    Lower right: A banded tricolor bat 
overwintering at Kickapoo Caverns.



MeMber sPotLight

For those 701/2 years old+
You can give any amount (up to a maximum of $100,000) 
per year from your IRA directly to a qualified charity such 
as Mississippi Valley Conservancy without having to pay 
income taxes on it. This popular gift option is commonly 
referred to as an IRA charitable rollover, also known as a 

qualified charitable distribution (QCD). The gift can satisfy 
required minimum distributions.

For those 591/2 years old
If you are at least 591/2 years old, 
you can take a distribution from 

your IRA and donate it to the Con-
servancy without penalty. If you 

itemize your deductions, you can 
take a charitable deduction for the 

amount of your gift.

At any age
No matter your age, you can desig-
nate Mississippi Valley Conservancy 
as the beneficiary of all or a part of 
your IRA and it will be gifted tax-

free after your lifetime. It’s simple – 
just contact your IRA administrator 
to request a change of beneficiary.  

A passion for protection: Two volunteers 
are making a big impact locally

Over the past few years, Vanessa and Randy have donated hundreds 
of hours of their time to assist with important conservation projects 
at Conservancy volunteer events, including removing invasive species, 
collecting native seeds, planting trees, and participating in prescribed 
burns. 

Their efforts helping with prescribed fires have promoted growth of 
native plants and created more habitat for native species. By carefully  
collecting seeds from bluff prairies, they ensure that future generations  
of native prairie plants will continue to flourish on Mississippi Valley  
Conservancy preserves. 

Randy and Vanessa have also removed invasive plants at twelve Conservancy preserves. It is  
inspiring to see the next generation of conservation leaders out in the field, determined to make an impact, 
and they are just two of the many volunteers giving back to protect the land close to home.

Without the support of volunteers, native restoration would not be possible, and this duo is encouraging oth-
ers to join this mission. Volunteering to support environmental conservation is a perfect way to give back 
to our landscape, build community, and learn new skills. Every time someone volunteers, they help restore 
and preserve native habitats, giving native plants and animals a chance to thrive. This important work helps 
maintain the ecological balance of the beautiful Driftless Area and protect its unique biodiversity. Learn how 
you can make a difference at MississippiValleyConservancy.org/volunteer.

Vanessa and Randy volunteering at Sugar Creek Bluff near 
Ferryville.

Support Conservation Close to Home by Giving Through Your IRA
Every day, your donations are making a difference close to home by providing funds for restoration efforts, land 
management activities, and the day-to-day operations of this local land trust, which makes it possible to protect the 
birds, bees, frogs, turtles, butterflies, and other wildlife that depend on native habitats to do their jobs in our shared 
ecosystems. Our next generation of people, plants and animals rely on us to protect the prairies, forests, wetlands, 
streams, and farmlands to nourish their bodies, lift their spirits, and thrive in the natural world.
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Thanks to YOU, amazing 
things are happening.

        2024 Members 
217 on Main 
Alex Aaker
Philip and Kathy Aaker
Brian and Joyce Abernathy
Chris and  
    Deborah Abrahamson
Jennifer Abrahamzon
Carol and Bill Abrahamzon
Karen Acker
Marilyn Adam and Ralph Tauke
Amy Adams
John and Maureen Adams
William and Peg Agger
Therese Ahlers
Rhonda Akeson and  
    Duane Lom
Rick and Barb Albrechtson
Mark and Tracy Aleckson
Michael Aleckson
Greg and Molly Aleckson
Sheri and Andy Allen
ALM Charities
Altra Federal Credit Union
Ronald and Therese Amel
James and Debra Ames
Patricia Amsrud
Jan Amundson
Raymond and Jodi Andersen
Craid Anderson and Kile Martz
David and Janine Anders
Judy Anderson
Karen Arneson Miller
Joyce Arthur
Artsiders
Connie Arzigian
Associated Bank N.A.
Margaret Bade
James and Carolyn Bagniewski
Terry Baier
Valerie Bailey-Rihn and  
    David Rihn
Kevin and Betty Baird
Dr. Vance Baker
Adam Balin and Karin Mahony
David Bange
Jim and Marlene Bannen
Frank and Irene Barmore
Bruce and Kathy Bartel
Tom and Kathy Barth
Craig and Mary Bartos
Bill and Marsha Bateman
Robert Bauer
Bill Bauman
Dr. James and  
    Peggy Baumgaertner
Judy Bautch

Allan Beatty
Dennis and Joyce Beekman
Julia and Thomas Behrenbeck
Randall Bekkers  
    and Laurie Harmon
Erin and Colin Belby
Jon and Metta Belisle
Howard and Katherine Bell
Dr. Bill and Heidi Bender
Brian and Barb Benson
Terry Benson
Sara Bentley
Cindy and Bill Berg
Sister Sharon Berger
Julie Berkos
Roy Berlin
The Berry Family Charitable
    Fund
Eunice Bielefeldt
Big River K9
Big River Magazine
Dr. Joseph and Mary Binegar
Gary and Susan E. Biron
Cassandra Bissen
Todd Bjerke and Karen Kroll
Jill Blackbourn
David Blackey
William and Judith Blank
David and Dorothy Block
Ed F. Block
Hendrik and Karla Bloem
Veronica Blount
Alastair Boake and  
    Nancy Vrabec
Buzz Bocher and Pat O’Hara
Beverly Bodine
Dave and Julie Boen
Patricia Boge
Valerie Borders
Jan Brady
Sean J. Brady
Sarah Bratnober
Kara Breems and  
    Anthony Adams
Don and Cheryl Brenengen 
J.F. Brennan
Peg Brenneke
Paul Brewer
Ann Brice and Bill Haviland
Patti Brill Carrig
Tom Brindley
Ellen Brooks
Dianna Brown
Michael Brown
Clarence Brown Jr.
Ryan Brubaker

Jennifer and Mark Brumm
Paul Buboltz
Bonnie Buchman
Martin and Kathleen Buehler
Deborah Buffton and  
    Stephen Minnema
Jac and Susan Bulk
Joan Bunbury
Michael and Marge Buncak
David Burbach
Dave and Jean Burgess
Nancy Burgett
Adam and Samantha Burr
Jaime Burse
James and Mary Busch
Joan Butzow
Thomas Byerly
Bruce Byers
Loren and Margaret Cade
Stephen and Joy Cadwell
Frank Cadwell
Pat Caffrey and Peg Zappen
Duncan J. Cameron
Don and Louise Campbell
Elizabeth Campbell
Roy Campbell and Ellen Ullsvik
Charles and Diane Canniff
Carol Cantwell
Cappella Weddings and Events
Forrest and Leigh Carlson
Kathleen Carlyle
Jenny Carney and  
    Catherine Halley
Cece Caron and Thomas Erb
Steve and Susan Carpenter
Wes and Anna Carrington
Stephanie Carroll
Cindy Carter
John and Sandra Castek
Castle La Crosse
Peter Catalano
Ursula Cejpek
Justus Challoner
Mark and Minda Chamberlain
Connie Champnoise and 
    Arthur Plachinski
Jon Cherney
Susmita Chiplunker
Rebecca Christoffel and 
    Andrew Williams
Kyle Christopherson
Abbie Church
Cathy Chybowski
Doug and Kendra Cieslak
Christopher Claflin
Todd and Kim Clark
Tom and Mary Jo Clark
Kristine and Sandra Cleary:
   Cleary-Kumm Foundation
Jerry Cleveland
Roland Cline and  
    Mary Papenfuss
Dr. John Cochran and 
    Margaret Grenisen
Timothy and Cheryl Collins

Deb Congdon
John and Lisa Conzemius
Tim Cox
Kathleen Crittenden
Ken and Val Critzman
Mary Lee Croatt
Nathan Crowder
Thomas and Kimberley Culp
Dawn Culver
Rene Cutting
Curtis and Kristine Cvikota
Randall Cygan
Joyce P. Czajkowski
Nadia Czajkowski-Schepp
Karen M. Dahl
Richard and Shirley Dahlby
Lynn Dahlen
Dairyland Power Cooperative
Tim Dakin
Barb and Joe Dalton
Dancing Waters
Lynne and Doug David
Norma Davis  
Steven Davis
Michael and Joyce Davy
Peter Day
Michael and Carmen De Yoe
Sharon DeCicco
Claire DeCoster
Daniel Deetz and  
    Rebecca Haack-Deetz
David and Julie DeHart
Michael Delaney
Ruth and Daniel Devitt
Jennifer J. Dieck
James and Sue Dillenbeck
Charlie Dinges
Iris Dishno
Bill and Anita Doering
Doris Doherty
Mark and Jane Domroese
Marcus and Judy Doolittle
Mary and Leland Drangstveit
Danya Dravis
Frank and Kim Dravis
Anne Drecktrah
Jan Dressel
Mary Dresser
Shane and Tim Drey
The Driftless Angler
Driftless Café 
Driftless Guardians
driftless.earth
Sandra Drobnick
Patrick DuCharme
Peter Duerkop
Kathy Dummer
Tim and Sue Durtsche
Tim and Jan Dwyer
Aimee Ebersold Schultz
Joseph and Robin Edmunds
Eric and Kay Edquist
Greg and Dianne Egan
Edie Ehlert
Tim and Linda Eisele
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Karen Ekiss
Jon Ellefson
Thomas Ellenbecker
Edward and Anne Elliott
Elmaro Vineyard
Sr. Helen Elsbernd
Rebecca Emery
John and Kathy Engh
Linda and Don Eppelheimer
Eric and Inese Epstein
Mark and Jan Eriksen
Sister Sue Ernster
Ms. Joey Esterline and  
    Scott Giraud
Scott and Wendy Evert
Explore La Crosse
Marilyn and Tom Ezdon
Paul and Kathy Fairchild
Ron and Bonnie Falch
Louise Fawcett
Melani Fay
Vicki Ferhman
Jay and Diane Fernholz
Joan Filla
Mary Fillner
Patrick Fisher
Mark and Roxanna Flaten
Kristen Foehner and Sam Scinta
Chuck and Debbie Forer
Caitlin Forsythe
Mark and Kati Forsythe
Jim Fowler
Fowler & Hammer, Inc.
David and Barbara Foye
Franciscan Sisters of 
    Perpetual Adoration
Harold and Mary Frank
Barbara Frank
Dr. Robert and  
    Maureen Freedland
Annette and  
    Marv Friedewald
Friends of the Blufflands
Ruth Frise
Donald and Susan Fritsch
Andrea and Mark Fritts
David and Lois Fritz
Anita Froegel
Richard Frost and  
    Teri Wachuta
Frozen River Film Festival
Fred and Mary Ann Funk
    Family Fund
John Gaddo and  
    Nancy North
Jim and Jan Gallagher
Mary Ellen Gallagher
Sheila Garrity
Ned and Carol Gatzke
Joseph Gautsch and 
    Barbara Sheehan
Dr. Kris and Jodi Gehrke
Clara Gelatt
Philip and Melissa Gelatt

Sue Anne Gelatt Foundation
Elizabeth George and  
   Paul Voytas
Jeff and Elaine George
Sarah and Brent Gephart
David and Abigail Gerzema
Paul and Natalie Geyer
Thomas Ghesquiere
Tom Gianoli
Tom and Ann Gibbons
Mike and Kathy Giese
Karl and Bonnie Gilbertson
Terry and Norma Gilbertson
Judith Gill
Karen Gill
Ted Glasbrenner 
    and Jenifer Strand 
Drs. James and Jo Glasser
Robert and Becky Glesne
Beth Glidewell
Becky Goche and  
    Cheryl Groom
Penny Gold
Lana and Jim Goldsmith
Frederick Grambort and 
    Cecily Yee
Emily Grantham
Brian Gray
Leonard and Helaine Greene
Jane Greenewald
Dianne Greenley
Bill and Kathy Gresens
Amy Groskopf and Kent Turner
Jeannie and Jim Groskreutz
Toby Grotz and  
    Kathryn Bradley
Mark and Ann Grunwald
Sandy and Kurt Grunwald
Jamie Gudgeon
Wendelin A. Guentner
Ole and Judy Gulbrandsen
Sigurd and  
    Jean Ann Gundersen III
Andrea Gundersen
Gundersen Health System
Chuck and Carmen Gustafson 
Heather Gustafson
Rev. Ronald and  
    Merle Gustafson
Peter and Janice Gutierrez
Randy and Yvonne Guzman
Julie and Chris Haas
Dale Hadler
Priscilla Capelle Haehn 
    and Billy Wilson
Glenn Hagar 
Jon and Kathy Hageseth
Tom and Amber Halada
John Halbrehder and  
    Carolyn Diekmann
Cindy and Paul Halter
Patrick Halton
Kim Hammer
Joe Hammes

Bud Hammes
Andrea Hansen and  
    Curtis Miller
Charles and Cheryl Hanson
Janis Hanson 
Karen Hanson
Mike Hanson
Rick Hanson
Roger and Diane Hanson
Richard Harris
Peter Hartman
Bruce Harvey
William Hauser
Paul and Bernadette Hayes 
Jennifer Hayes
Jaime Healy
Alan Hecht and  
    Kristin Swanson
Cheryl and Fred Heffling
Sandra Heggeness
Richard and Jane Heiden
Paula Heilman
Dale and Kathleen Hein
Mary Ann Hein
Dr. Mark and Anne-Marie Hein
Patricia Heizler and  
    Aaron Berg
Jay Heldt and Karen Kouba
Mary Helgren and  
    Richard Radek
Jenna Helminski Juve
Ed Helmueller
Kathleen and Tom Hench
David Henkel
Clare Henneman
Doug and Peggy Herlitzka
Joyce Hertko
Steven Hertz
Amy Heuslein
Kathryn Hietbrink
Joan Higgins and 
    Carl Herrmann
Edwin and Nancy Hill
Timothy and Bridget Hill
Sue Hill
Bob and Karen Hillary
William and Deborah Hiller
Lorne Hillier
Harry and Jean Hindson
Randy Hoard
Dave and Patsy Hofer
Mike and 
    Mary Carole Hoffman
John and Rita Hoffmann
Gracie and Jeff Hohman
Drake Hokanson and 
    Carol Kratz
Betsy Chris Holland
Jane Holzhauer
Joe and Deb Hooyman
Kevin Horvath
Curtis Hottinger
Marilyn Houck
Jeff Houser and 
    Beth Mullen-Houser

Robert and Mary Hubbard
Paige Huber
Virginia and David Huber
Danielle Hudson
Keith Hudson
Todd and Lin Huffman
David Huggett
Christopher and Krista Huiras
James and Jane Hulke
Michael Hundt
Adam Huntington
Bob and Marilyn Hurt
Drew and Elisabet Ibach 
Cindy Imhoff
Richard E. Immler
Pamela Inman
Steven Isaac and Judy Olds
Karrie Jackelen
Jeffrey and Amanda Jackson
Emma Jacobs
Kirk Jacobson and 
    Donna Pittman 
Julie Jacobson Vann
Tim and Lisa Jacobson
Pamela Jambois
Jan and Mariellen Janiszewski
Elizabeth and Jeff Janvrin
Mike and Linda Jawson
Carolyn Mahlum-Jenkins and 
    Glen Jenkins
Jim and Linda Jenkins
Alan and Nancy Jenks
Niels and Beth Jensen
Heather Jett
Jackie Joday
Johns, Flaherty and Collins, SC
Amy Johnson
Bill and Catherine Johnson 
Kent and Lee Johnson
Leta Johnson 
Melanie Johnson
Tim and Regina Johnson
Tom and Patty Johnson
Trudy Johnson
Michael and Susan Johnston
Mark Jolivette
Janis Jolly
John Jones
Kristi and Kevin Josephson
Larry and Anne Jost
Bob and Mary Jothen
Donna Justin
George and Donna Kaiser:
    JayKay Foundation Fund
Jack and Ellen Kallies
Gerald Kann
Sr. Karen Kappell
Mark and Jacqueline Kartman
Bill Katra
KayoeSUP
Jane Keeley
Daniel Kehler
Chris and Jan 
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Kehler
Karen and Michael Keil
Julie Keitel
Christine Kelley and  
    Jerry M. Schmidt
John and Sangeetha Kelly
Randall Kelly
Michael and Donna Keogh
Kerbaugh Family Fund
George and Sharon Kerckhove
Roger and Mary Kerr
Maude Kettenmann
Andrew Khitsun
Kenneth and  
    Deneen Kickbusch
Grear and Linda Kimmel
Ron and Tawni Kind
Maureen Kinney
Chris Kirkpatrick and  
    Sam Benesch
Larry and Susan Kirch
Dennis and Alice Kirschbaum
Shirley Klapperich
Khris and Liz Kleba
Barrett Klein
Butch and Lola Kleinsmith
Allison Kleist
Kathryn Kleist
Geoff and Myra Kloster
Anne Knezevic
Kathy Knezevic
Sue Knopf
Karen Knox
Ralph Knudson and  
    Nancy Heerens-Knudson
Melinda Knutson and  
    Dave Ford
Kevin and Dianne Koch
Rita Koch Thometz
Robert Koehler
Fred and Lou Anne Koerschner
Keith and Ruth Kohnert
Catherine Kolkmeier
Joan Koosman
Ann and Carl Korschgen
Renee Kotte
Gloria Kowalski
Stephen and  
    Barbara Kozerowitz
Eric Kraemer
Mike and Becky Kreiling
Jean Kreul
Nancy Kroner
George and Elizabeth Kruck
Dennis and  
    Sharon Krumenauer
Barbara and Joseph Kruse
Tim and Jacky Kruser
Al Kube
Don Kuderer
Jeff Kueny
Patti Kulig
David Kuntz
Lucas Kuntz
Jeffrey Kunzelman

John Kussmaul
Kwik Trip
Richard and Cynthia Kyte
La Crescent Wine and Spirit
La Crosse Clay Center
La Crosse Community Theatre
La Crosse Queen
La Crosse Symphony
Richard Lagerman
Richard Lahann
Robert and Mary Lake
Robert Lander
David and Karen Lange
Rick and Mary Kay Lange
Mike Langrehr
Mary Lansing
Ann Larkin and Paul Owecke
Rebecca Larsen
Ken and Lois Larson  
Nola Larson
Randy and Nancy Larson
Patricia LaRue
Joel Lazinger
Seamus Leahy and Lisa Zinzow
John and Louise Leary
Tim and Nicole Lebakken
Larry Lebiecki and Anita Evans
William and Carol LeClaire
Stanley Ledebuhr
Jean and Mark Ledman
Joel Ledvina
Chuck and Linda Lee
Scott and Judy Lee
Fran Lee-Edwards and  
    John Edwards
Lois Lehmann
Richard and Dorothy Lenard
Stephen and Cynthia Lenser
Todd and Donna Lensing
Jeremy Lenth and  
    Kathryn Lenth
Mark Leonhart
Kevin and Colleen Leslie
Lynne Leuthe
Francis Lewis
Lennie Lichter
Carolyn Lindeman
Fred Lintelmann
Mary Linville
Raymond List
Sandra Locher
Dr. Jack and Joyce Lockhart
James Logan
Laurie Logan and Alice Bachop
Brent and Mary Lohmann
Jeff and Patti Lokken
David and Connie Long
Warren and Denise Loveland
David Lowman
Ted and Lisa Ludwig
Jason and Maria Ludwigson
Ronald Luethe
Tom Lukens and  
    Pam Saunders
James and Jean Lund

Jan Lundeen
Karen Lyga
John Lyons
John Maass and Ann O’Malley
Helen MacGregor
Joe and Lisa Mackey
Kay MacNeil
Mike and Carol Mader
Randy and Rita Magno
Annie and Paul Mahon
Gretchen Manthei
Patricia Manthey
Steven Marking
Linda Marrs-Morford
Mary Marshall
Ellen Martell
Mike Martin and Laura Siitari
Roger Martin
Diane Martinek
Edward Martinez
William and Candace Marx
Melanie Matchett
Edward Mathwig
Charles F. Mathy Fund
David May
John May
Michael May
Maybe Lately’s Food 
    and More
Jason and Kelly Mayer
Kathryn and Christopher Mayer
Milo and Beverly Mayer 
    Mach Family Fund
Mayo Clinic Health System
Jeff and Barbara McArdle
Kathleen McCann
Dr. Mark McConnell
Scott McConnell
Kevin and Jenny McCoy
McCoy Accounting 
    Services LLC
Don and Patty McCrery
Maureen McDowell
Elsie McDowell
Maurice McDowell
Dick and Julie McGarry
Gerald McGrath
Mary McGrath
Monique McKay
Gladys McLenahan
Reggie and Ben McLeod
Robert and Patricia McLoone
Maura McNamee
Gene and Carolyn McNurlen
Barbara McPeak
John and Dee Medinger
Molly Meister
Andrea Mekkelson
Kim Mello
Mary Menne
Mark and Melissa Mergenthaler:
    Mergenthaler Family Fund
Meringue Bakery and Café
Dave Mertins
Cindy Mettille

Lance and Carol Meyer
La Verne Michalak
Bob Michelson
Robert and Patty Mika
Christan Miller
Norita Miller
Denise Milton
Griffin Moe
MOKA
David and Sheila Momont
Mary Monsoor
Jerome Mooney and Susan Ring
Mike Mooney and Sara Anderson
Beth Moore
Jim and Barb Moorhead
Betsy Morgan
David R. Morrison
Mark Mosey
Michael and Susan Mosling
Christy Mougin
Siena Muehlfeld
Ursula Muehllehner
Daniel Mueller  
Paul Mueller
Teresa Mueller
Mary Mullen
Cecilia and Jared Mullenbach
Kathleen Mulrooney
Mike Mulroy
Dr. James Munn
James and Phylis Munsch
Jan and John Munson
Paul and Louise Murphey
Martin and Pam Murphy
Jim Murray
Linda and Jock Mutschler:
    Mutschler Family Foundation
Kathy Mydy and Craig Sallander
John Nahas Jr.
Ken Nash
National Active and Retired 
    Federal Employees La Crosse 
    Ch. 370
National Wild Turkey Federation
Natural Resources Foundation 
    of Wisconsin, Inc
Rebecca Naugler
George Neill
Brad and Sarah Nelson
Neil and Linda Nelson
Julie Nelson and Ross Seymour
Susan Nesbit
Greg Nessler
Tim and Jodi Neve
Marilyn Nieckarz
Tom and Lori Nigon
Jim and Ruth Nissen
Noble Rind
Brenda and  
    Nathan Chuck Noggle
Loran Nordgren
Dale and Connie Norris
Tom Novacheck
James Novak
Mike and Sylvia O’Brien
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Marcie and Mike O’Connor
Rod and Deb Ofte
Dennis and Sarah Ohlrogge
Allan and Katie Ohm
Calvin and Joyce Oium
Jane O’Laughlin
James Oldenburg
Rita Oldenburg
Anders Olson and  
    Alysa Remsburg
Olson Solar Energy
Todd and Christine Olson
Donna Omernik
Keith Organ
Organic Valley
John Osmundsen
Lyle Ostrander
Winston and Cheryl Ostrow
William Oswald
Steven and Connie Overholt
Tim Padesky and Tara Johnson
Joe Palmer
Sandy Pankratz
John Papenfuss
Walter Parham
Paul and Cindy Patros
Andy and Laura Patten
Eugene Patterson
John and Cathy Pederson
Larry and Kathleen Pedretti
Marilyn Pedretti
Susan Pehmoeller*
People’s Food Cooperative, Inc.
Karen and Ronald Petersen
Harry and Sylvia Peterson 
Jill Peterson
Kurt and Joan Peterson
Nicholas Peterson
Russell and Rita Peterson
Amy Petterson
Joe and Gretchen Pfeiffer
Craig and Alli Pierce
Megan Pike
Ed Pilmonas
Sarah Pinter
Allan Pischke
Joseph and Kathryn Poehling
Randy Poelma
Darrell and Darlene Pofahl
Michael and Jayne Polelle
David and Lynne Polodna
Darrell Pope
Laurel Porter
Michael Porter and  
    Rose Hammes Porter
Cy and Mary Post
George Potaracke
Prairie Rod and Gun Club
Jay Primrose
Steve Prosser
Sam Przywojski
Pump House Regional Arts
Pete and Barb Putnam
Larry and Sherry Quamme
Steven and  

    Martha Querin-Schultz
Peter and Ginny Quirin
Ron and Jane Rada
Radisson Hotel La Crosse
Wendy Rakower and  
    Warren Buckles
Jeff Rand
Katie Randall
Lee Rasch and Susan Fox
Larry and Mary Ann Ray
Realty Gift Fund
Mary Reber
Scott Reber and  
    Marilyn Shultz
Delores Rebertus
Leah Reimann
John and Kathy Reinhart
Michael Reitz
ReSource Vintage Rentals
Bob Retko and Kay Wienke
Richard and Lisbeth Reynertson
Tom and Cindy Rhorer
Bessie Richardson
Paul Ricker
William Ridenour
John and Nancy Rieder
Cherie Rifenberg
Jon and Ann Rigden
Jim Ringstrom
Mike and Kathy Ripp
K. Fred Rist
River Bank, La Crosse
Rivoli Theatre
Daniel Roane
F.J. Robers Co., LLC
Craig Roberts and  
    Mark Nofsinger
Cam and Carlene Roberts
Margaret Roberts 
Shelley Roberts
Stu and Char Robertshaw
Erica Roelofs
Dale Roeschley
Jim and Diane Rogala
Keith J and Brit K Role
Richard and Joan L Romeyn
Mary and Tom Rondeau
Jo Ronning
Arnie Roper
Mike and Ellen Rosborough
Patrick and Jackie Rose
Adam and Lori Rosenstein
Judith Rosenstein
Roger Roslansky
Rachel Rosner
Arden and Penny Ross
Jennie Ross
Michael Ross
Peggy Ross
Robert Ross
Brooks Rownd
James and Kathryn Rozovics
Brian and Karen Rude
Karen Ruedi Crowell
Gerard Rugowski and  

    Jayne Stokke
Gary and Jean Ruhser
Leigh Running
Dennis and Cindy Russell
Paul and Barbara Rusterholz
Dennis and Sharon Ryan 
Genevieve Ryan
Kevin and Anna Ryan
Mary Fran Rybarik
Carol Sagan
Emile and Marcia Salvo
Kenny and Mary Kay Salwey
Daniel Sambu
Sinikka Santala
Chris Saudek
Jed and Melanie Schaller
Linda Schams
Nancy Schermerhorn
Gary and Susan Schettle
Firman and Cheryl Schiebout
Robert Schieche
Randy and Marian Schiesser
Karl and Shauna Schilling
Thomas and Mary Schilling
Jane Schley
Patricia and Harald Schmid 
Bob Schmidt
Holly Schmidt
Robert Schmidt
Robin Schmidt and 
    Michael Bohn
Gail Schneider
Adam Schneider
Rosalie “Roz” Schnick
Paul and Joan Schoenfeld
Steve and Jo Schuldt
Michael and Karen Schultz
Steve Schultz
Tom Schultz
Vicky and Jon Schultz
Alan and Rosanne Schulz
Faye and Charles Schulz
Dale and Vicki Schumacher
Eric Schumann
Val Schute and  
    Deb Prath-Schute
Martha Schwem
Jacob Sciammas
Carolyn Scott
Glenn and Lila* Seager
Jeri Sebo
Jeffrey and Roxanne Seidel
Mark and Kathy Seidel
Laura A. Seielstad
Jessica Selby
Marty Sellers and 
    Nancy Hartje
Seymour Law Office, LLC
Sharon Sharp and Doug
    McVey
Tom* and Sharon Sharratt
Colleen A. Shaw
Barry and Ruby Shaw
Carl and Denise Shedivy
Allen Blake Sheldon

Dr. Charles and  
    Judith Shepard
Sister Nina Shephard
Mark and Krista Sherin
Barbara Sherwood
Linda Sherwood
Larry Shingleton and  
    Mary Frohnauer
Freddie Shird and  
    Joanne Adragna Shird
Michael Sigman and  
    Kelly Krieg-Sigman
Signarama
Kenneth and Paula Silha
James A. Sill
Jim and Rose Sime
Steve and Manyu Simpson
Don and Dee Dee Sims
Scott Sinks
Kelly Skaff
Ann Skemp
Dr. Joseph Skemp
Dr. Samuel  and Jean Skemp
Fred and Jean Skemp
David and Gretchen Skoloda
Lucas and Steph Skye
John Slayton
James Slentz
Kelly Slentz
Larry and Carolyn Sleznikow
Lucy Slinger
Chuck Smith
Grant Smith
Kurt and Mary Margaret Smith
Barbara Smith
James Smith
John and Joanne Smith
Benita Socha
Art and Pat Soell
Bonnie Sokolov
Vanee Songsiridej and  
    Terry A.  Baker
Jennifer Sorenson
Spartek, Inc.
Jonathan Specht
Rick and Jeanne Specht
Kathy Spelker
Dan Spellacy
Edward Spencer
Mark Spiess
Bill and Linda Spietz
David Spildie
Bryan Stanley
Dennis and Betsy Stannard
Pam Starcher
David and Linda Stark
Mary Stefanski
Abbie Steinback
Neil and Susan Steiner
Karen Steingraber
    and John Durbrow
Mark Steingraeber
Nancy Steinhoff
Rob and Sara Stelloh
John and Jean Sterling
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Jen Abrahamzon
Dave Bange
Allan Beatty
Sara Bentley
Thomas Boston Jr.*
Jim* and Jan Brady
Ellen Brooks
Dianna Brown
Kurt Brownell*
Mark and Jennifer Brumm
Deborah Buffton and 
    Stephen Minnema
David Burbach
Ed Burgess
Tom Byerly
Frank and Kristi* Cadwell
Pat Caffrey and Peg Zappen
Emily Campbell*
Susan and Steven Carpenter
William and Bev Cary
Abigail Church
Susan Colliton

The Stewardship Circle 
Members of this special group of Conservancy support-
ers have made a lasting commitment to land protection 
through a variety of estate-planning tools. These include 
bequests in a will or trust, charitable gift annuities, IRA 
designations, and gifts of life insurance. Please consider 
joining this dedicated group of conservationists today 
by making Mississippi Valley Conservancy a part of 
your legacy plan.

Kathy Stevenson and  
    Dave Alderman
Kristy Stokke and Adam Reich
Edgar Storey and 
    Wanda DuCharme
John and Kathy Storlie
Richard Stout
Michele Strange
Andrew and Sara Strassman
Richard and Pamela Strauss
Susan Strehl
Patricia Strittmater
Shel and Ann Stromquist
Jeffrey Strong
The Paul E. Stry Foundation
Brad and Lynn Sturm
Mark Sturnick
Joe Sullivan
Kelly Sultzbach
Robert Swartz
Mary and Kent Sween
Brittany Swift
Duanne and Ann Swift
Susan Swingen
Ashley Tao
Paul Taylor
James Theler and Suzanne Harris
Pam Thiel
Clark Thiele
Dan Thoftne
Christine Thompson
Craig and Mary Thompson 
Eric Thompson and  
    Mary Graziano 
Greg and Linda Thompson
Dr. Mark and Theresa Thompson
Richard and Marcia Thompson
Susan Thompson

Meredith Thomsen
Catherine Thurston
Bhaj Townsend
Brett Townsend
Carla Townsend
John Tracey
Justin Trager
Thomas Trannel
Tom and Jane Treglowne
Jennifer Trendel
Erica Trimble
Mary Tronick
Trust Point, Inc.
Donald  and Nancy Tubesing
Scott and Lisa Turnbull
Trena Tuse
Martha Tymeson
Rob and Kathie Tyser
Craig and Pam Ubbelohde
Unitarian Universalist 
   Fellowship
Matt Urch and Sara Martinez
Mary and Bob Ustby
Keith and Lynne Valiquette
Thomas Van Der Linden and 
    Jean Silberman
Robert and Dana Van Hoesen
Kathy Van Kirk and  
    Paul Przywojski
Joseph Van Moer
Rebecca Van Ness
Andrea Van Sickle
Laura VanderLei and 
    Matthew Kubly
Larry Vangen
Thurman Vangen
Margaret VanSchoorl
Unja Varnum

Mary Veldey
Vendi Advertising
Steve Ventura and  
    Margaret Krome
Theresa Vick
Jason Vidas and Erin Malone
Ken and Terry Visger
Vivayic Inc.
Joan Volkmann and 
    John Jones
Ken Von Ruden*
Kathie Vongroven
Diane and Bill Waller
Robert and Lori Wallock
Betty and John Weber
Linda Weber
Steve and Kim Weber
Mark and Marilyn Webster
Russ Wedeking
Connie Weedman
Leslie Wegener
Charlene and Rickey Wegner
David and Susan Weigandt
Ken Weinberg
Geena Welch
Topf Wells and Sally Probasco
Tom Seals and Ruth Wene
Al and Jane Wernecke
Suzanne West and  
    Jerry Northington
Western Great Lakes Bird 
    and Bat Observatory, Inc.
Mary Westlund
Andrew and Teresa Westrich
Dorothy Wetterlin
John Wetzel
Eric and Vicki Wheeler
Christine White

Dean and Phylis Dempsey*
Aimee Ebersold Schultz
Van and Mary Elston
Don and Linda Eppelheimer
Robert Fisher*
Jim Fowler
Barbara and Donald* Frank
DK Franson
David and Nancy Goode*
M. Jane Greenewald
Kim Hammer
Bernard Hammes
Mark and Anne-Marie Hein
Joan Higgins and Carl Herrmann
Ed Hill
Lin and Todd Huffman
Tim Jacobson
Niels and Beth Jensen
Maggie Jones and David Linton
George and Sharon Kerckhove
Grear Kimmel
Maureen Kinney
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Joanne and Michael White
Jim and Jo Ann Wickizer
Bonnie Wideman
Simon and Theresa Widstrand
Monica Wiebke
Gary and Amy Wiegel
Ann Wilde
Tim Wilfahrt and Lois Peterson
Bill Wilharm
Jennifer Williams
Marc and Janet Williams
Chris Williams
Douglas Wilson
Pat and Bobbie Wilson
James and Marcia Ann Wine
Bill Wingen and Barb Chaney
Wisconsin Land Fund 
    Greater Green Bay 
    Community Foundation
Robert B. Wish
Mary Wisneski
WKBT-News 8
Wanda and John Wochos
Janet Wollam and Dana Fisher
Levi Wood
Margaret and Daryl Wood
Marge Loch-Wouters 
    and Lloyd Lorenz
Tim Wucherer
Pat Wuttke
WXOW-TV
Mary Yahle
Ann Yates
Richard W. Yerkes
Ric and Betty Zarwell
Nick and Yonok Zeller
Roger and Carol Ziff
Patricia Zummo
Krysten Zummo
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Sue Knopf and Jim* Rothwell
Carl and Ann Korschgen
Al and Carol* Kube
John and Louise Leary
Mark and Jean Ledman
Chuck and Linda Lee
Lennie Lichter
Denise Loveland
Ron and Aileen* Luethe
Rita McGaughey*
Richard and Jan Meloy*
Al Miller* 
Maureen Mooney
David Morrison
Pamela and Martin Murphy
Jim Murray
Kathy Neidert
Mike and Sylvia O’Brien
Gretchen Pfeiffer
Allan Pischke
Ron and Jane Rada
Brian and Christine Reynolds

Mike and Kathy Ripp
Gerard Rugowski and 
    Jayne Stokke
Kenny and Mary Kay Salwey
Christine Saudek
Gary and Susan Schettle
Marc and Sue Schultz
Edgar Storey and Wanda DuCharme
Tom* and Michelle Strange
Mary Rose Strassser-Colclough
Sue Strehl
Craig and Mary Thompson
Eric Thompson and Mary Graziano
Keith and Lynne Valiquette
Laura VanderLei and 
    Matthew Kubly
Janet Wollam and Dana Fisher
Nick and Yonok Zeller

*Deceased

IN HONOR OF:
Carol Abrahamzon
Alice Bachop
The Bats
Allan Beatty and Michael Ross
Brad and Carol’s Marriage
Cece Caron
Abbie Church
Tim Collins
Shane Drey
Farmers Planting Cover Crops
Julie Haas
Chris Hendrickson
Adele, Carl and Marianne Holtz
Fred and  
    Lou Anne Koerschner
Jacky and Tim Kruser
Nancy Larson
Elly Leslie
Lizzy and Makar’s Marriage
New Conservation Easement
    Landowners in 2024
Jon Rigden
Gretchen and David Skoloda

IN MEMORY OF:
Irving Balto
Michael Bourgo
Jim Brady
Keith L. Case
Gail Cleary
John Dudley
Michael Ebersold 
Loren and Eileen Eckberg
Joyce Ellenbecker
Roger Farrell
Bill Ferguson
Don Frank

Fred Freese
Dr. Gerald Gau
David Hackett
Tom Heberlein
Chris Hendrickson
Les Hill
David Hoesley
George Howe
Mary Therese Albel Judge
Francine Klein
Ann Kohl-Re
Rosalind Krajewski
John Markiewicz
Richard Meloy
Jim Melton
Dewey Moore
Lou Mougin
James Omernik
John Payne
Nancy Poehling Haggerty
Marjory B. and 
    Archibald E. Price
Tammy Putnam
Patricia Roslansky
Ken Von Ruden
Susan A. Ruedisili
Trevor Rystrom
Richard and 
    Eric Schermerhorn
Tony Scholze
Robert J. Seaquist
Myrna J. Spencer
John Thiel  
Raymond Thiel
Jerome Trendel
Don and Leona Ubbelohde
Robyn Ward
Robert Welch

We thank  
these generous  

organizations for 
their support 

in 2024.
DIAMOND

Franciscan Sisters of Perpetual Adoration
Olson Solar Energy

GOLD 
Associated Bank, N.A.

Cappella Weddings & Events
Fowler & Hammer General Contractors

J.F. Brennan Company, Inc.
Signarama

Spartek, Inc.
Strive 2 Thrive Coulee Region

SILVER
Dairyland Power Cooperative

F.J. Robers Co., LLC
Gundersen Health System

Mayo Clinic Health System
Organic Valley

People’s Food Cooperative
River Bank La Crosse

Trust Point, Inc.

CONSERVATION 
SUPPORTERS 

Altra Financial Advisors
Big River Magazine

driftless.earth
Explore La Crosse

Johns, Flaherty & Collins, SC
Kayoe SUP

La Crescent Wine and Spirit
McCoy Accounting Service

MOKA
Radisson Hotel

ReSource Vintage Rental
Rivoli Theatre

Seymour Law Office, LLC
Vendi Advertising

WKBT/News 8 Now
WXOW/News 19
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Mississippi Valley Conservancy is a 
regional, nonprofit land trust based in  
La Crosse, Wisconsin. The Conservancy 
has permanently conserved 26,256 acres 
of blufflands, prairies, wetlands, streams, 
and farmlands in Buffalo, Crawford, Grant, 
Jackson, La Crosse, Monroe, Richland, 
Trempealeau, and Vernon counties since 
its founding in 1997. Over 7,000 acres are 
open to the public for hiking, bird watch-
ing, hunting, fishing, photography, and 
snowshoeing.

Board of Directors
Gretchen Pfeiffer, President
Allan Beatty, Vice President
Roy Campbell, Treasurer
Rob Tyser, Secretary
Pat Caffrey
Tim Dakin
Barbara Frank (Emerita)
Philip Gelatt (Emeritus)
Julie Haas
Bud Hammes
Drake Hokanson
John Kelly 
Maureen Kinney              
Fred Koerschner
Karen Kouba
Dorothy Lenard
Tom Lukens
Randy Poelma
Ross Seymour
Pam Thiel
Craig Thompson (Emeritus)
Steve Ventura
Janet Wollam
Krysten Zummo

Staff
Carol Abrahamzon, Executive Director
Abbie Church, Conservation Director
Chris Kirkpatrick, Conservation Manager
Michael Reitz, Restoration Ecologist
Mitchel Block, Conservation Specialist
Connor Kotte, Stewardship Specialist
Levi Plath, Land Manager
Payton Lott, Restoration Coordinator
Shane Drey, Development Associate
Sarah Bratnober, Communications Director
Karen Solverson, Communications Assoc.
Chris Williams, Administrative Manager

Annual 
Friends 
Gather-
ing Title 
Here
Our guest 
speaker at 
the annual 
meeting on 
S a t u r d a y , 
March 25th 
will be Dan 
J a c k s o n , 

Photo of a Halloween Pennant by Dan Jackson

Join us for coffee and breakfast 
goodies as we celebrate the past year 
and welcome guest speaker Dan 
Jackson, renowned wildlife photog-
rapher and conservation advocate, 
as he tells the tale of “Damsels and 
Dragons of Wisconsin.”

SAVE the DATE:
March 29, 2025
8:30 - 11:30 a.m.

2025 Annual Friends Gathering

Printed on paper made 
with mixed-use recycled 
content.


